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NOW   IN  PREPARATION. 

Advertisers  should  particularly  note  that  this  Diary  is  used 
every  day  of  the  year  in  thousands  of  pharmacies  in  all  parts  of 

the  world.  We  had 
a  striking  proof  of 
that  during  the  past 
week  when  a  colonial 

chemist  sent  to 
large  advertiser  in 
this  year's  Diary 
an  order  for  goods 
which  will  pay  for 
the  advertisement 
and  more.  This  is 
the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1897  ;  in 
December,  1896,  that 
advertiser  informed 
us  that  he  was  satis- 
fied with  the  busi- 
ness the  Diary  had 
brought  him.  Many 
other  similar  in- 
stances might  be 
mentioned,  but  the 

best  proof  of  the  Diary's  utility  is  its  growth.  We  strongly  urge 
upon  all  firms  who  are  in  business  for  business  to  secure  a  good 
space  in  the  1898,  and  put  an  effective  and  informative  advertise- 
ment of  their  goods  in  it.  Our  Publisher  will  give  what  assistance 
he  can  to  those  who  address  him  at  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 


We  Discuss  the  commercial  position  of  senna  on  page  623. 

The  questions  set  at  the  Preliminary  examination  this 
week  are  printed  on  p.  617. 

A  new  Analytical  TOURNAMENT  for  our  Corner  for 
Students  is  proposed  on  page  609. 

De.  Frank  Clowes  has  been  elected  chemist  to  the 
London  County  Council  (p.  609). 

Messrs.  Ellis  &  Son,  Ruthin,  have  presented  500  dozen 
of  soda-water  to  Maidstone  (p.  612). 

A  Child  has  been  choked  at  Colchester  through  swallow- 
ing the  teat  of  a  feeding-bottle  (p.  612). 

Me.  Victor  Hoesley,  F.R.S.,  has  been  elected  to  a  vacant 
seat  on  the  General  Medical  Council  (p.  627). 

A  Messina  Correspondent  criticises  the  new  Italian  law 
in  reference  to  the  export  of  essential  oils  (p.  639). 

Me.  E.  M.  Hodgson  has  resigned  his  seat  on  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  (p.  619;. 

Ma.  THOMAS  Beech  am  replies  to  the  suggestions  offered 
to  him  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to  join  the  P.A..T.A.  (p.  638). 

The  opening  meetings  of  a  number  of  London  aid  pro- 
vincial societies  of  pharmacy  are  reported  this  week  (p.  628). 

We  make  room  for  an  exceptionally  large  number  of 
replies  to  correspondents  on  all  sorts  of  subjects  (pp.  640-42). 

The  idea  of  an  intermediate  examination  for  pharma- 
ceutical candidaies  is  advocated  by  Mr.  Giles,  of  Aberdeen 
(p.  6.8). 

A  young  Chemist  is  charged  with  conspiring  with  two 
doctors  to  perform  an  illegal  operation  on  a  servant-girl 
(p.  611). 

We  give  a  portrait  of  the  new  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland  on  p.  618,  and  a  represen- 
tation of  his  pharmacy  on  p.  613. 

The  Sheffield  Magistrates  decide  that  liniment  of 
camphor  must  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  formula  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  (p.  £2L). 

We  give  a  full  report  of  the  address  of  the  President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy  (p.  628). 

Me.  John  C.  U.mney  contributes  a  note  on  the  examina- 
tion of  a  parcel  of  star-anise  oil  which  was  found  to  be 
partly  adulterated  with  petroleum  (p.  623). 

A  Parcel  of  adulterated  star-anise  oil  has  made  its 
appearance  on  the  London  market,  but  will  be  shipped  back 
to  China.    This  is  dealt  with  editorially  on  p.  626. 

The  Local  Government  Board  reports  that  adulteration 
of  drugs  was  a  little  worse  in  1896  than  in  1895,  but  that  the 
percentage  of  adulteration  generally  is  declining  (p.  625). 

Our  French  News  confains  a  report  of  the  opening 
meeting  of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy,  when  reports  of 
the  Moscow  and  Brussels  Congresses  were  presented  (p.  615). 

The  Successful  Candidates  for  the  Major  and  Minor 
examinations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
are  named  on  p.  617.  The  proportion  of  failures  is  very 
serious. 

The  Inquest  at  Gainsborough  on  the  lady  who  had  taken 
a  dose  of  what  she  b3lieved  to  bi  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine 
results  in  the  discovery  that  citrate  of  iron  and  strychnine 
has  been  supplied  in  error  by  the  manufacturers  (p.  609). 

The  Markets  are  very  steady,  and  several  alterations  will 
be  found  in  our  trade-report  pages.  The  spice-market  con- 
tinues to  b3  very  firm.  Drugs  sold  well  to-day,  and  quinine 
is  again  on  the  upward  move.  These  are  the  chief  features 
of  the  week  (p.  633). 
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Conducted  by  Eichabd  J.  Moss,  F.C  S.,  F.LC. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

AMIXTUKE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic 
examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof 
is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only 
constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  Octo- 
ber 20,  and  the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 30.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the 
work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Reports. 

The  powder  sent  to  our  correspondents  for  analysis  last 
month  contained  equal  parts  of  ammonio-ferrous  sulphate, 
calcium  phosphate,  and  potassium  hydrogen  tartrate.  The 
calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is — ■ 


Fe  

  4-77 

Ca  

  1290 

i\.  

  6-91 

NH4   

  3-06 

S04  

  16-33 

p2o8   

  20-43 

C4H406   

  26-24 

H   

  -18 

H20   

  9-18 

100-00 

A  trace  of  chlorine  was  present  as  an  impurity. 

Portions  of  the  powder  were  sent  to  46  applicants,  and 
26  reports  were  received  in  reply.  The  failures  in  the 
detection  of  the  several  constituents  were : — Iron,  1 ;  cal- 
cium, 11;  potassium,  1;  ammonium,  4;  sulphuric  acid,  0; 
phosphoric  acid,  3;  tartaric  acid,  8.  The  eight  cases  in 
which  tartaric  acid  was  not  detected  include  six  cases  in 
which  citric  acid  was  reported  present. 

This  was  a  difficult  exercise  on  account  of  the  association 
of  calcium  with  both  the  phosphoric  and  tartaric  acid 
radicles.  Most  text-books  deal  pretty  fully  with  the  special 
methods  to  be  adopted  in  the  examination  of  substances 
insoluble  in  water  and  containing  a  phosphate.  The  diffi- 
culties arising  from  the  presence  of  organic  bodies  do  not 
always  receive  sufficient  attention. 

The  chief  constituent  of  the  powder  was  the  tartaric 
radicle ;  it  constituted  rather  more  than  one-quarter  of  the 
mixture.  Though  nearly  all  our  correspondents  detected  an 
organic  salt  in  the  preliminary  examination  in  the  dry  way, 
several  proceeded  with  the  analysis  as  if  no  organic  sub- 
stance were  present.  This  was  a  mistake.  Organic  matter 
seriously  interferes  with  several  of  the  reactions  relied  upon 
in  the  ordinary  methods  of  analysis.  For  example,  tartrates, 
citrates,  sugar,  and  several  other  organic  bodies  prevent  the 
precipitation  of  certain  hydroxides,  notably  those  of  iron, 
aluminium,  and  chromium.  This  is  owing  to  the  formation 
of  soluble  double  salts,  of  which  the  official  citrate  of  iron 


and  ammonium  is  a  familiar  example.  Organic  compounds^ 
may  also  interfere  by  forming  salts,  such  as  calcium  tartrate, 
which,  owing  to  its  insolubility  in  water,  would  be  thrown 
down  along  with  the  metals  of  the  iron  group  when 
ammonia  is  added  to  the  acid  solution  of  the  mixture  of 
salts.  This  is  what  actually  happened  in  the  case  of  several 
of  the  reports  before  us.  The  only  effectual  way  of  prevent- 
ing the  interference  of  organic  matter  is  by  destroying  it. 
Simple  ignition  is  generally  resorted  to  in  qualitative  work. 
In  the  absence  of  mercurial  and  arsenical  compounds  the- 
original  dry  substance  may  be  ignited ;  but  the  course- 
generally  adopted  is  to  evaporate  to  dryness  the  filtrate  from 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  or  the  solution  which  has  failed  to 
give  a  precipitate  with  that  reagent.  The  residue  i's- 
moistened  with  nitric  acid  to  facilitate  oxidation,  and  then 
ignited.  This  treatment  usually  leaves  a  solid  residue,  easily 
dissolved  with  the  aid  of  a  little  hydrochloric  acid.  Some- 
times a  good  deal  of  carbon  remains,  and  may  be  neglected, 
provided  the  operator  is  satisfied  that  it  consists  of  carbon 
only.  The  omission  of  this  process  was  the  cause  of  most, 
of  the  failures  to  detect  calcium. 

l'RIZES. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to- 
J.  W.  Moore,  10  Proctors  Row,  Wigton,  Cumberland. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
S.  Wild,  Springfield  House,  New  Mills. 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 


J.  W.  Moore  (1st  prize) 

..  100 

Cascara 

...  80 
...  77 

S.  Wild  (2nd  prize) 

..  98 

T.  H.  H.  F. 

Acetylene  ... 

..  96 

Van-de-burke 

...  74 

Africanus  ... 

..  95 

R.  Graham  

...  72 

Vemilion 

..  95 

A.  E.  Beeston 

...  70 

B.  O.  B  

..  93 

A.  W.  Jones 

...  69 

C.  Packharn 

..  93 

Ctenophora... 

...  68 
...  62 

Phosphorus... 

..  92 

Rheum   

Bunsen 

..  91 

Dover 

...  58 

Lignum 

..  90 

L.  R.  D  

...  55 

Parmelia 

..  85 

L.  M.  B  

...  45 

A.  J.  B  

..  84 

Ebullition  

...  25 

Huxham   

..  82 

A.  C.  E  

...  20 

To  Correspondents. 

Prizes— The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  hook  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize. 

Note.— All  communications  should  include  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers. 

Ph.osph.obus. — You  should  send  your  name  and  address  with 
every  communication. 

A.  J.  B.— Calcium  was  precipitated  as  phosphate  along  with  the 
iron.  In  the  presence  of  a  phosphate,  the  substance  being  in- 
soluble in  water,  you  should  have  adopted  a  special  method  for 
the  examination  of  the  precipitate  containing  the  iron  group. 

Huxham.— Your  examination  of  the  precipitate  produced  by 
ammonium  chloride  and  ammonia  was  not  properly  carried  out. 
You  probably  added  too  much  ammonia  before  adding  ammonium 
acetate,  thus  precipitating  all  the  calcium  in  the  form  of  phos- 
phate. It  was  necessary,  too,  to  add  a  ferric  salt  if  you  desired, 
to  remove  the  phosphoric  radicle  completely.  See  remarks  to 
"  Cascara." 

Cascara— It  is  probable  that  you  completely  removed  the 
phosphoric  radicle  in  combination  with  iron  ;  but  you  had  omitted 
to  decompose  the  tartrate  by  ignition,  consequently  calcium  was 
precipitated  as  tartrate  along  with  ferric  phosphate. 

T.  H.  H.  F.— See  remarks  to  "Phosphorus."  This  analysis 
was  rather  difficult  for  a  first  attempt.  You  have  every  reason  to 
be  encouraged  by  your  results.  You  mistook  iron  for  nickel. 
Try  to  separate  the  metals  by  the  difference  in  the  behaviour  ot 
their  sulphides  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  using  solutions  con- 
taining very  different  proportions  of  the  two  metals.  You  should 
have  compared  your  borax  bead  with  a  bead  known  to  contain 
about  the  same  quantity  of  nickel  that  you  suspected  the  other  to 
contain,  and  treated  in  the  same  way. 
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Van-de-burke.— The  powder,  after  ignition,  was  reddish  in 
colour,  and  therefore  not  adapted  for  ignition  with  a  cobalt  salt— a 
test  that  is  only  applicable  to  substances  which  are  white  after 
ignition.  The  calcium  phosphate  in  the  powder  would  have  given 
a  blue  mass  if  ignited  with  a  cobalt  salt,  but  the  red  iron  oxide, 
mixed  with  the  blue  mass,  gave  it  the  greenish  tint  that  you 
thought  was  due  to  zinc. 

R.  Graham. — When  you  boated  fclis  powder  in  a  bulb  tube  you 
observed  nothing  but  the  production  of  a  reddish  residue.  This 
was  the  final  result  of  a  series  of  changes  which  should  all  have 
been  carefully  noted.  The  powder  darkened  in  colour,  becoming 
nearly  black,  fumes  were  evolved  smelling  like  burnt  sugar,  and 
the  smell  of  ammonia  could  be  detected  also.  Water,  with  an 
alkaline  reaction,  deposited  on  the  sides  of  the  tube.  The  black 
mass,  ignited  with  access  of  air,  bec.ime  brick-red,  suggesting  that 
the  blackening  was  due  to  carbon.    All  these  facts  were  significant. 

A.  E.  Beeston. — In  testing  for  phosphoric  acid  'you  probably 
emitted  to  use  the  molybdic  reagent  in  decided  excess.  You 
should  try  the  following  experiments: — To  a  10-per  cent,  solution 
of  sodium  phosphate  add  about  one- tenth  of  its  volume  of  a  nitric- 
acid  solution  of  ammonium  molybdate,  prepared  in  the  usual  way, 
and  then  warm  the  liquid.  Now  try  a  similar  experiment  with 
the  proportions  reversed — that  is  to  say,  to  some  of  the  molybdic 
solution  add  about  one  tenth  of  its  volume  of  the  sodium-phos- 
phate solution,  and  warm.  Note  the  result  in  each  case ;  the 
difference  in  the  results  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  yellow  crystalline 
precipitate,  ammonium  phosphomolybdate,  is  soluble  in  sodium 
phosphate. 

A.  W.  Joxes. — See  remarks  to  A.  E.  Beeston.  A  great  deal 
depended  upon  the  detsction  of  the  phosphate.  , 

Ctenophora. — You  are  quite  mistaken  in  supposing  that  a 
solution  of  the  powder  gave  a  blue  precipitate  with  ferric  chloride, 
and  if  it  had  done  so  the  result  would  not  have  indicated  the  pre- 
sence of  a  ferricyanide. 

Rheum. — You  forgot  to  look  for  ammonia.  Your  report  gives 
the  impression  of  rather  cai'eless  work. 

Dover. — In  testing  for  the  acids  you  should  have  used  a 
specially- prepared  solution  containing  only  salts  of  the  alkalies. 
Such  a  solution  was  obtained  by  boiling  the  powder  with  sodium 
carbonate. 

L.  R.  D. — You  did  not  apply  any  test  that  would  detect  a 
phosphate — a  serious  omission  in  this  case. 

L.  M.  B. — Heating  with  a  solution  of  a  caustic  alkali  is  a  very 
rough  test  for  ammonia.  The  dry  powder  should  have  been  mixed 
with  dry  calcium  hydrate  or  soda  lime  and  then  very  slightly 
moistened,  when  ammonia  was  evolved  abundantly.  The  sensi- 
tiveness of  the  reaction  is  greatly  lessened  if  too  much  water  is 
used,  because  of  the  great  solubility  of  ammonia  in  water.  A 
minute  quantity  of  water  suffices,  insufficient  to  give  the  powder  a 
moist  appearance. 

Ebullition. — In  testing  for  a  tartrate  with  calcium  chloride 
you  obtained  no  precipitate  at  first,  either  because  you  did  not 
wait  long  enough,  or  because  the  solution  was  not  really  alkaline, 
though  you  thought  it  w-as.  The  ammonia  may  not  have  been 
sufficiently  mixed  with  the  acid  solution,  or  yon  may  have  been 
misled  by  a  drop  of  the  solution  of  ammonia  on  the  side  of  the 
test-tube  or  be^iker. 

A.  C.  E. — You  should  prepare  a  powder  of  the  same  composi- 
tion and  repeat  the  work,  bearing  in  mind  that  yon  have  to  prove 
the  absence  of  all  the  metals  and  acid  radicles  that  are  not  con- 
tained in  the  mixture. 


ANALYTICAL  TOURNAMENT. 


In  addition  to  the  monthly  piizes  given  in  connection  with 
this  def artmext  we  offer  a3  a  special  prize  a  copy  of 
Mendeleet's  ''Principles  of  Chemistry,"  in  two  volumes,  and 
a  certificate  for  the  competitor  who  makes  the  best  record 
in  the  next  six  competitions,  commencing  with  the  one  now 
announced.  Certificates  w  ill  also  be  given  to  the  second  and 
third  competitors. 


Science  Success  op  Norwich  Men. — -Three  members — 
Messrs.  King,  Lacey,  and  Beeston — of  the  Higher  Grade 
Evening  Chemistry  Classes  have  been  placed  third,  sixth, 
and  eight,  respectively,  in  the  half  yeaily  tournament  con- 
ducted by  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  journal  in 
practical  advanced  chemistry.  Besides  obtaining  this  dis- 
tinction they  were  each  successful  in  obtaining  one  of  the 
monthly  piizes. — Eistem  Daily  Press. 


Coca!  newspapers  containing  marled  items  of  news  interesting  to  thi  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  L.C.C.  Chemist. 

After  considering  the  applications  of  forty-two  candidates 
for  the  post  of  chemist  to  the  London  County  Council,  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  have  selected  the  following 
short  list  of  three: — Dr.  Frank  Clowes,  D.Sc,  F.I  C.  ;  Mr.  F. 
Womack,  M.B.,  B.Sc,  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Colman,  M.Sc,  Ph  D 
The  committee  further  recommend  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  Clowes,  at  a  commencing  salary  of  700/.,  upon  condition 
that  he  gives  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  and 
does  not  conduct  any  private  business  ;  that  fees  received  by 
him  as  a  witness  or  in  any  other  capacity  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Council ;  and  that  the  appointment  is  subject  to  the  regula- 
tions in  respect  of  a  superannuation  and  provident  fund.  In 
the  event  of  the  appointment  being  made,  the  committee 
further  recommend  that  Dr.  Clowes  shall,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  become  also  district 
agricultural  analyst  for  the  county  of  London.  Mr.  Beach- 
crol't,  in  moving  the  recommendation  at  the  meeting  of  Hie 
Council  on  Tuesday,  said  their  chemist  occupied  a  very  im- 
portant position.  He  was  adviser  to  the  various  committees, 
particularly  the  Main  Drainage  Committee  and  the  Water 
Committee,  especially  with  regard  to  sewage.  He  had  also 
to  give  evidence  before  Royal  Commissions  and  supervise 
analyses.  He  also  supervised  three  chemical  laboratories, 
and  had  a  large  staff  under  him.  The  recommendation  was 
carried  unanimously,  and  Dr.  Clowes  said  he  hoped  to  prove 
woithy  of  their  confidence. 

L.C.C.  Bctany. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  Tuesday, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Parks  and  Open  Spaces  Committee 
and  the  Technical  Education  Board  should  consider  and 
report  upon  the  practicability  of  laying  out  plots  of  ground 
in  certain  parks  in  such  manner  as  would  afford  assistance  to- 
scholars  of  elementary  and  secondary  schools  in  the  study  of 
practical  botany. 

A  Wholesale  Chemist  Supplies  Citrate  of  Iron  and 
Strychnine  for  Citrate  of  Iron  and  Quinine. 

We  reported  on  October  2  that  an  inquest  had  been  opened 
at  Gainsborough  respecting  the  death  of  a  Mrs.  Burton,  the 
wife  of  a  tailor,  who  had  died  very  soon  after  taking  a  dose 
of  what  had  been  supplied  to  her  as  citrate  of  iron  and 
quinine,  and  that  the  inquest  had  been  adjourned  for  further 
analytical  evidence.  It  was  resumed  on  October  8  by  Mr. 
Coroner  Iveson,  when  some'startling  statements  were  forth- 
coming. 

Mr.  P.  A.  Gamble  now  appeared  for  Mr.  Stanser,  the 
chemist's  assistant  who  supplied  Mis.  Burton's  son  with  the 
drug ;  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Porter,  Lincoln,  for  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased. 

Supeiintendent  Edgeley  deposed  to  seeing  the  stomach 
of  deceased,  and  two  bottles,  one  containing  a  black  liquid 
and  the  other  a  scale-preparation  sealed  up.  The  three 
bottles  he  delivered  at  the  lal oratory  of  Dr.  Muter, 
Kcnnington  Road,  London. 

The  youth  Stanser,  assistant  to  Mr.  Burrows,  chemist,  said 
he  gave  2  scruples  for  twopennyworth.  He  obtained  the 
preparation  from  a  shelf  in  the  office.  All  poisons  were  kept 
in  a  cupboard  in  the  shop.  The  bottle  from  which  he  had 
obtained  the  preparation  was  about  one-third  full,  the  other 
two-thirds  having  been  used. 

Dr.  John  Muter,  analyst  for  the  county  of  Lindsey,  Lin- 
colnshire, reported  his  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  three 
bottles.  The  bottle  labelled  "  Citrate  of  iron  and  quinine" 
he  found  contained  citrate  of  iron  and  strychnine.  There 


610 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  16,  1897 


was  1  per  cent,  of  strychnine.  The  highest  medicinal  dose 
would  be  5  gr.,  which  would  be  equal  to  gr.  of  strych- 
nine. The  second  bottle  contained  a  tritle  over  f  oz.  of 
what  proved  to  bs  a  solution  of  citrate  of  iron  and  strych- 
nine. In  the  third  bottle,  which  contained  the  stomach,  he 
also  found  traces  of  strychnine.  An  analyst  would  not  find 
the  amount  of  strychnine  actually  absorbed,  but  only  the 
amount  in  excess.  The  amount  deceased  had  taken  appeared 
to  have  been  a  little  more  than  sufficient  to  cause  death. 
The  lowest  recorded  fatal  case  he  was  aware  of  was  one 
where  a  female  took  ^  gr.  of  strychnine  on  an  empty 
stomach.  Supposing  the  deceased  to  have  taken  an  egg- 
cupful  of  the  solution,  she  would  have  taken  y5  gr. — rather 
more  than  in  the  case  just  alluded  to.  The  fact  that 
deceased  took  the  dose  on  an  empty  stomach  caused  its 
action  to  be  so  quickly  fatal.  Had  the  stomach  been 
full,  it  was  possible  and  probable  that  she  would  have 
escaped  death.  Anyone  who  took  up  the  bottle  from 
which  the  drug  was  supplied  by  the  chemist  could  not 
have  detected  by  the  eye  alone  that  it  was  not  citrate  of 
iron  and  quinine.  It  was  only  just  to  the  chemist  to  say 
that.  There  were  tests  that  might  have  been  applied,  and 
had  they  been  applied,  the  chemist  would  have  seen  the  true 
nature  of  the  contents.  Witness  considered  that  where 
drugs  in  bottles  bore  the  words  "British  Pharmacopoeia," 
-as  in  this  case,  chemists  should  test  for  themselves,  and  not 
trust  to  that. 

A  juror  asked  if  it  was  not  very  likely  that  anyone  who 
had  had  anything  out  of  that  bottle  had  just  escaped  death  ? 
Dr.  Muter  replied  that  there  must  have  been  a  few  narrow 
escapes. 

Mr.  Burrows,  the  chemist  from  whose  shop  the  drug  was 
supplied,  said  they  did  not  sell  citrate  of  iron  and  strychnine. 
They  had  made  up  many  bottles  of  medicine  from  that 
particular  bottle.  Citrate  of  iron  and  strychnine  would 
not  be  given  unless  from  the  prescription  of  a  medical  man. 
He  obtained  the  bottle  from  Messrs.  Morson  &  Son,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  Southampton  Row,  London.  He  had  no 
guarantee  of  the  genuineness  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle 
beyond  the  invoice,  and  the  label  and  the  words  "British 
Pharmacopoeia."  In  reply  to  Supt.  Edgeley,  witness  said 
it  was  not  customary  to  test  goods.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Gamble, 
witness  stated  that  the  words  "British  Pharmacopoeia" 
naturally  led  him  to  suppose  that  the  contents  of  the  bottle 
were  prepared  according  to  the  instructions  laid  down  in 
that  work. 

Mr.  Robert  Taubman,  partner  in  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Morson  &  Son,  said  he  desired  to  make  a  statement.  He 
diad  learned  from  Mr.  Burrows  of  the  mistake  that  had 
happened,  and  also  of  the  inquiry  into  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Burton.  He  had  also  received  a  package  containing  a 
sample  of  the  drug  supplied  to  Mrs.  Burton,  and  satisfied 
himself  that  the  contents  were  not  citrate  of  iron  and 
quinine.  They  sold  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  and 
citrate  of  iron  and  strychnia.  Every  care  was  taken 
to  keep  the  two  apart,  as  they  were  so  similar  in 
appearance.  The  first  came  up  from  their  factory  in  tins, 
and  the  other  in  earthenware  jars,  but  were  both  put  into 
bottles  as  ordered  in  the  bottling-room.  A  circumstance 
that  might  throw  some  light  on  the  mistake  was  this  :  He 
found  by  their  books  that  on  December  1  last  an  order  was 
executed  for  fourteen  1-lb.  bottles  of  citrate  of  iron  and 
strychnia.  The  day  following  they  received  Mr.  Burrovvs's 
order  for  one  1-lb.  bottle  of  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine. 
Their  firm  could  not  say  how  the  mistake  arose.  They  had 
manufactured  those  drugs  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and 
a  mistake  had  never  occurred  before.  The  bottles  containing 
citrate  of  iron  and  strychnia  were  labelled  differently  from  the 
others,  and  with  the  word  "  Poison."  The  labels  of  both 
bottles  were  the  same  colour,  but  a  different  type  was  used. 
In  reply  to  a  juror,  witness  said  a  wrong  label  was  un- 
doubtedly put  on  the  bottle  supplied  to  Mr.  Burrows,  but 
he  could  not  say  how.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Gamble,  witness  said 
the.  words  "Brit.  Phar."  on  their  labels  implied  that  the  pre- 
paration was  made  according  to  the  instructions  given  in 
that  book. 

Dr.  Muter,  recalled,  said  the  simple  fact  was  that  a  great 
deal  more  was  sold  than  40  gr.  The  deceased  had  taken, 
he  estimated,  as  much  as  remained  in  the  bottle — viz., 
about  35  gr. — provided  she  took  an  eggcupful,  as  had  been 
stated. 


The  jury  returned  a  verdict  to  the  effect  that  deceased 
met  her  death  by  strychnine-poisoning,  and  added  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  wholesale  firm  supplying  the  local 
chemist  should  adopt  a  system  of  checking  the  poison  and 
the  labels,  and  warning  them  as  to  the  need  of  strict  care  in 
the  future. 

Yorkshire  Drugs. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  public  analyst  for  Sheffield,  in  his  report 
for  the  last  quarter,  says  he  had  analysed  64  samples,  the 
greater  number  of  which  were  milk  and  whisky.  Six 
samples  of  glycerine  submitted  proved  to  be  of  full  strength 
and  free  from  arsenic  and  other  objectionable  impurities. 
Of  six  samples  of  liniment  of  camphor,  four  proved  to  be  of 
good  quality,  one  was  suspicious,  but  no  adulterant  could  be 
definitely  detected.  It  contained,  however,  the  correct  pro- 
portion of  camphor.  One  sample  contained  68  per  cent,  of 
mineral  oil. 

In  his  report  to  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  the 
quarter  ending  June  30  last,  Mr.  Allen  says  he  analysed  in 
that  period  623  samples,  of  which  570  were  handed  in  by 
inspectors,  52  by  local  authorities,  and  1  by  a  private  pur- 
chaser. Among  the  samples  respecting  which  a  legal  certifi- 
cate could  not  be  given,  he  mentions  "  Vi-cocoa,"  and  he 
points  out  that  it  was  not  within  his  power  to  state  whether 
the  sample  received  under  that  description  really  consisted 
of  that  preparation.  A  sample  described  as  "aromatic  iron- 
and-quinine  tonic"  contained  both  iron  and  quinine,  and 
hence  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  the  proper  nature,  substance, 
and  quality.  A  sample  of  " glycerine-and-lime  cream"  was 
found  to  contain  glycerine  and  cream  of  lime ;  and  a 
"  sulphur  hair-restorer "  contained  sulphur  and  other  in- 
gredients usual  in  so-called  "  hair-restorers."  In  this  con- 
nection he  might  state  that  such  preparations  commonly  owe 
their  efficiency  to  the  fact  that  they  contain  notable  quanti- 
ties of  lead,  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  sulphur,  ulti- 
mately forms  black  sulphide  of  lead,  which  darkens  the 
hair.  They  are  essentially  dyes,  and  incapable  of  restoring 
auburn  or  other  light  hair  to  its  original  colour.  There  is, 
however,  no  penalty  for  making  false  statements  on  labels. 
A  specimen  of  "  Dr.  Garrod's  sulphur-lozenges  "  was  found  to 
contain  sulphur;  and  "camphorated  oil"  contained  camphor 
and  oil.  A  sample  purchased  as  "  chewing-gum  "  was  found 
to  consist  of  insoluble  gum  and  refined  sugar.  As  the  label 
described  it  as  "  for  chewing  only "  he  did  not  see  that  it 
could  be  regarded  as  an  article  of  food,  and  hence  did  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  Mr.  Allen  goes  on  to  say 
that  the  difficulties  described  above  are  of  course  the  out- 
come of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  law,  which,  un- 
fortunately, Parliament  seems  in  no  hurry  to  amend. 

"Work  for  the  Analyst. 

In  the  course  of  the  current  year  no  fewer  than  nine 
bottles  of  brandy  of  the  dummy  order  have  been  stolen  from 
a  showcase  in  the  establishment  of  a  Dalston  publican.  Of 
late,  by  the  assistance  of  a  chemist,  the  publican  had  these 
counterfeit  presentments  of  Martell's  Three-star  flasks  filled 
with  a  liquid  resembling  brandy,  but  very  nauseous  and 
malodorous.  One  went  on  Saturday  last,  but  the  thief  was 
apparently  possessed  of  a  sense  of  humour,  for  the  landlord 

has  received  a  postcard,  on  which  was  written  :  "  Dear  , 

—If  the  bottle  of  brandy  stolen  is  a  sample  of  the  stuff  you 
sell,  you  ought  to  be  reported  to  the  district  analyst." 

The  Salt-industry. 

The  official  returns  of  the  Cheshire  salt-trade  for  Septem- 
ber show  a  serious  decrease  in  the  exports.  It  is  said  that 
this  result  is  partly  attributed  to  the  operation  of  the  new 
tariff  in  the  United  States,  and  to  the  failure  of  the  fishery 
on  the  Scottish  coast. 

The  Manufacture  of  Picric  Acid. 

On  Saturday  the  Dartford  Bench  of  Magistrates  had 
before  them  an  application  by  Messrs.  Wallis,  of  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.G.,  for  a  licence  to  manufacture  picric  acid  at  then- 
works  at  Crayford.  It  was  explained  to  the  Bench  that  this 
substance  was  an  entirely  new  and  more  destructive  detonanfc 
than  any  explosive  at  present  in  use.  Her  Majesty's  War  Office 
and  the  Admiralty  used  several  hundred  tons  per  annum,  the 
supply  being  obtained  from  Germany,  as  the  article  was 
not  at  present  produced  in  this  country.    Messrs.  Wallis,  it 
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was  urged  were  desirous  of  starting  the  manufacture  of  the 
acid,  so  that  the  authorities  could  have  the  choice  of  an 
article  not  made  in  Germany.  Although  the  action  of  the 
acid  was  extremely  powerful,  its  great  merit  was  that  it 
could  be  manufactured  without  the  great  and  uncertain 
risks  attendant  on  the  output  of  gunpowder,  dynamite,  nitro- 
glycerine, and  other  explosives,  and  at  a  much  cheaper  cost 
than  any  known  detonant.  A  number  of  manufacturers, 
whose  works  are  adjacent  to  those  of  Messrs.  Wallis,  objected 
to  the  licence  being  granted,  urging  that  more  appropriate 
places  for  the  proposed  manufacture  could  be  found  in 
Erith  Marshes,  the  Black  Country,  North  Staffordshire,  or 
the  "VVidnes  district.  In  the  result,  Messrs.  Wallis's  applica- 
tion was  withdrawn. 

Chemist  and  Doctors  Charged. 

George  Walters  (36),  desciibed  as  a  doctor,  living  at  Haw- 
thorne Dene,  Kennington  Lane,  Neville  Shorthouse  (38),  of 
107  Gower  Street,  physician,  and  Francis  Wardale  (23),  of 
West  Ham  Lane,  Stratford,  druggist's  assistant,  were  charged 
at  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  Saturday  with  having 
conspired  together  to  perform  an  illegal  operation  on  Eliza 
Lambert,  a  domestic  servant. 

Eliza  Lambert's  information,  which  was  read  over,  was  to 
the  effect  that,  in  February,  she  was  employed  as  a  domestic 
servant  by  a  lady  living  in  East  Ham.  At  that  time  she  was 
enceinte,  and,  in  consequence,  went  to  a  druggist  in  West 
Ham  Lane.  She  stated  her  position  to  the  assistant,  who 
supplied  her  with  medicine.  Subsequently,  she  got  another 
supply,  12s.  being  the  entire  cost,  whilst  the  druggist  said  he 
would  introduce  her  to  Dr.  Walters,  who  would  perform  an 
operation.  In  February  last  she  called  on  the  doctor  and 
gave  a  letter  of  introduction  from  the  druggist.  He  offered 
to  perform  the  operation  if  she  went  into  the  house  for  a 
week,  and  said  the  charge  would  be  The  girl  could  not 

afford  that  sum,  and,  according  to  her  story,  he  offered  to  do 
the  operation  for  Eventually  5/.  was  agreed  to.  Later, 

the  doctor  told  her  that,  as  her  mistress  had  spoken  to  him 
about  her,  he  would  not  carry  out  the  operation  unless  she 
left  the  service,  which  she  accordingly  did  in  March.  The 
girl's  statement  then  went  on  to  tell  of  two  operations  being 
performed,  at  one  of  which  a  second  man,  with  a  dark 
moustache,  was  present.  The  prosecution  allege  that  this 
was  Shorthouse. 

Detective-sergeant  Williamson  gave  evidence  in  regard  to 
the  arrest  of  the  third  prisoner  Wardale.  His  response  was  : 
"  Yes,  I  remember  the  woman.  She  was  a  tall  woman.  I 
sent  her  to  Dr.  Walters  to  be  operated  upon.  Dr.  Walters 
told  me  it  was  not  illegal.  This  comes  of  beiog  in  bad 
company.  I  have  got  into  this  mess  through  listening  to 
other  people." 

The  accused  were  remanded  for  a  week,  bail  being  refused 
except  in  the  case  of  Wardale. 

Alleged  Frauds  on  Chemists. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  a  man  named 
George  Fowler  was  charged  on  remand  before  Mr.  Denman 
with  obtaining  by  false  pretences  two  sums  of  1?.  each.  Mr. 
Alfred  Wilson,  wholesale  chemical  manufacturer  (proprietor 
of  Bunter's  Nervine,  iScc),  of  New  Park  Road,  Brixton, 
proved  that  the  prisoner  called  at  his  place  of  business,  and 
having  represented  that  he  was  a  son  of  Mr.  Foggitt, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Thirsk,  gave  him  an  order  for  a  quan- 
tity of  goods.  He  then  said  he  was  on  a  visit  to  London,  and 
had  had  his  purse  stolen.  Upon  that  representation  witness 
was  induced  to  let  him  have  a  sovereign,  as  Mr.  Foggitt  was 
a  very  old  customer  of  his.  An  invoice  for  the  goods  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Foggitt,  and  it  was  then  discovered  that  the 
prisoner's  statement  was  false.  Mr.  William  Foggitt  was 
called,  and  said  he  was  a  druggist  carrying  on  business  at 
Thirsk.  He  did  not  know  the  prisoner,  nor  had  he  ever 
seen  him  before  in  his  life.  He  (witness)  had  dealt 
with  Mr.  Wilson  for  some  years  past,  but  he  never  gave 
anyone  authority  to  order  goods  in  his  name.  Mr.  James 
Wm.  Priest  was  next  called,  and  said  he  was  cashier  to 
Messrs  Manby  &  Co.,  washing-powder  manufacturers.  On 
August  11  prisoner  called  upon  him  and  stated  that  he  was 
Mr.  Williams,  of  the  Wholesale  Co-operative  Supply  Company, 
of  Manchester  and  London.  He  gave  orders  for  a  considerable 
quantity  of  goods,  some  of  which  were  to  be  sent  to  Man- 
chester and  some  to  Leman  Street,  Whitechapel.    He  then 


stated  that  he  had  been  robbed  of  his  purse,  and  had  not  the 
money  to  get  across  London,  and  upon  that  statement 
witness  lent  him  a  sovereign,  and  he  went  away.  In  due 
course  witness  wrote  to  Manchester  for  confirmation  of 
the  order,  but  the  people  on  whose  behalf  the  order  was 
given  denied  all  knowledge  of  him,  and  repudiated  his 
authority.  Mr.  Walter  Edward  Cox  said  he  was  manager  to 
the  Wholesale  Supply  Company  in  London.  He  did  not 
know  the  prisoner,  and  was  not  aware  of  his  ever  having 
been  employed  by  the  firm.  After  hearing  other  evidence, 
his  Worship  committed  the  prisoner  to  take  his  trial  at  the 
South  London  Sessions. 

The  Alleged  Theft  of  Munyon's  Medicines. 

At  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court,  on  October  9,  the 
men  charged  with  stealing  and  receiving  690  bottles  of 
Munyon's  medicines  and  twenty-seven  empty  cases  were 
brought  up  on  remand.  Some  further  evidence  was  given, 
and  Mr.  Hannay  again  remanded  the  piisoners,  allowing 
bail  in  the  sum  of  501.  for  each  of  them. 

A  Chemist  Obstructs  the  Pavement. 

At  the  Pershore  Petty  Sessions,  on  October  5,  Mr.  Wm. 
Smith,  chemist,  Pershore,  was  summoned  for  obstructing  the 
pavement.  A  policeman  stated  that  on  a  certain  day  in 
September  he  saw  thirty-five  mineral-water  cases  on  the 
pavemeiat  outside  the  defendant's  shop,  and  a  bicycle  against 
the  shop- window.  The  obstruction  lasted  for  eighty  minutes. 
The  defendant  said  he  had  placed  the  mineral-water  cases 
on  the  pavement  without  interruption  for  nine  years,  for  the' 
purpose  of  reloading.  He  complained  that  if  he  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  carry  on  his 
business  at  his  present  premises.  He  was  fined  Is.,  and  5s. 
costs. 

Cheating  a  Chemist's  Wife. 

At  Newcastle-under-Lyme  Police  Court  on  October  7,  Mary 
Robinson  was  charged  with  obtaining  by  false-pretences  2s. 
for  Eleanor  Oxen,  wife  of  Mr.  D.  H.  Oxen,  chemist,  by 
delivering  to  her  some  eggs  and  butter  which  she  said  Mr. 
Oxen  had  ordered,  and  for  which  she  was  paid.  She  was 
committed  for  trial. 

Chemist  Charged  with  Forgery. 

At  the  Leeds  City  Police  Court,  on  October  8,  a  chemist 
named  Alfred  John  Warner  was  charged. with  uttering  a 
cheque  with  a  forged  endorsement  thereon.  Mr.  Willey, 
who  prosecuted,  applied  for  a  remand  as  the  prisoner  had 
only  been  arrested  that  morning.  The  prisoner  had  been  in 
the  employ  of  Messrs.  RobinsoD.  carriers,  and  left  in  July 
last  to  take  a  better  situation  The  prosecutors  subsequently 
found  that  one  of  the  accounts  due  to  them  had  been  paid  by 
a  cheque  which  had  been  endorsed  in  a  writing,  not  that  of 
the  firm's,  and  it  was  alleged  that  the  prisoner  had  passed 
the  cheque.  Detective-sergeant  Lindley  said  that  on  searching 
the  prisoner  he  found  a  bottle  upon  him,  and  asked  him 
what  it  contained.  Prisoner  said  it  was  the  strongest  mor- 
phia that  was  made ;  a  couple  of  drops  would  kill  any  man. 
Prisoner  also  remarked  that  arsenic  would  soon  Snish  Ae 
job.  Prisoner  explained  that  he  only  intended  to  inform 
the  officer  of  the  deadly  contents  of  the  bottle,  and  he  was 
then  remanded,  bail  being  granted  in  two  sureties  of  ZQl,  and 
himself  in  one  of  101. 

A  Pharmacy  Smashed. 

The  handsome  shop-front  of  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Jeans 
&  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists,  Broad  Street,  Pendleton,  was 
partially  wrecked  on  Saturday  last  by  a  runaway  horse. . 
With  a  light  cart  behind  it  the  horse  was  dashing  up  the 
street,  and  just  opposite  Messrs.  Jeans's-  shop  something 
caused  it  to  swerve,  so  that  it  rushed  across  the  pavement 
and  crashed  into  the  window,  which  had  been  set  out  for  the- 
Christmas  season  with  fancy  perfumes,  sprays,  and  articles  of 
an  ornamental  and  valuable  character.  The  whole  of  the 
shop-front,  the  electric-light  fittings,  stock,  and  the  large  and 
handsome  mirrors  on  either  side  of  the  Broad  Street 
entrance  were  utterly  demolished.  The  shop  was  crowded 
with  customers,  and  a  panic  prevailed.  Mr.  Jeans  got  to  the 
front,  but  the  animal  had  been  secured  and  placed  in  charge 
of  the  carter,  apparently  little  the  worse  for  the  disaster  of 
which  it  had  been  the  cause.    Rain  was  fulling  heavily,  but 
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a  large  crowd  speedily  assembled,  and  Mr.  Jeans  and  his 
assistants  experienced  considerable  trouble  in  saving  that 
portion  of  the  stock  which  had  escaped  demolition.  The 
windows  were  insured,  but  the  other  loss  will  be  serious. 
Mr.  Jeans  has  lately  had  more  than  his  share  of  misfortunes. 
His  first  visitation  was  a  fire,  which  broke  out  in  the  cellar, 
destroying  a  quantity  of  stock  ;  next  came  the  flood  of  last 
summer,  which  filled  his  cellars  with  water  to  the  depth  of 
three  feet ;  and  now  the  present  disaster. 

A  Generou)  Example. 

Messrs.  R.  Ellis  &  Son,  of  Ruthin,  have  sent  500  dozens  of 
their  soda-water  to  Maidstone  for  free  distribution,  a 
munificent  and  appropriate  gift. 

A  Fight  in  the  Dark. 

Mr.  Baughan,  shop  filter,  Walthamstow,  had  a  sharp 
fight  with  a  man  whom  he  found  in  his  workshop  one  night 
last  week.  The  intruder  got  the  worst  of  it,  and  was  brought 
up  at  the  Stratford  Police  Court  on  October  7  on  a  charge  of 
burglary,  when  he  was  remanded  for  inquiries. 

Inquest  on  a  Chemistry  Student. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Blackburn  on  October  5  respecting 
the  death  of  Alfred  Green,  a  brewers  traveller,  who  was 
found  dead  in  bed.  The  principal  witness  was  Mr.  John 
William  Aspinall,  chemist,  who  said  that  on  the  previous 
Friday  evening  deceased  came  into  his  shop  with  a 
chemistry-book  in  his  hands  and  bought  some  hydrochloric 
acid  and  some  tther,  saying  that  he  wanted  them  for 
analysis.  At  the  same  time  he  took  1  oz.  of  chloral  hydrate. 
He  said  he  was  going  to  have  a  session. in  chemistry  at  the 
Technical  School.  The  witness  said  that  had  deceased  come 
for  chloral  hydrate  only,  and  not  for  the  other  chemicals, 
he  would  have  asked  him  what  he  wanted  it  for ;  but,  when 
customers  asked  for  quantities  of  different  chemicals,  like 
this,  a  chemist  could  generally  tell  what  they  were  wanted 
for.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  poisoning  by  misadven- 
ture by  taking  an  overdose  of  chloral  hydrate. 

Laudanum-p  oi  s  oning. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Smith,  chemist,  Bridge  Street,  Newark,  gave 
evidence  at  an  inquest  touching  the  death  of  a  widow  (52) 
who  took  a  dose  of  laudanum  and  afterwards  drowned  her- 
self in  the  Trent.  Mr.  Smith,  who  supplied  the  laudanum, 
said  it  contained  33  drops  of  opium  to  the  ounce,  but  could  j 
not  say  what  amount  would  kill  a  person.  When  people 
came  for  laudanum  he  asked  if  they  understood  the  use  of 
it.  If  it  was  wanted  for  veterinary-purposes  he  would 
supply  i  pint,  but  he  was  sure  he  did  not  supply  the 
deceased  with  more  than  twopenny  worth.  According  to  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  the  maximum  dose  was  40  drops. 

Cough-mixture  Suspected. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Poundfield  Crowborough  (Sussex) 
on  Tuesday  relative  to  the  death  of  Daisy  Hemsley,  aged 
ten  months,  who  died  suddenly  after  having  had  some 
cough-mixture  administerel  to  her.  Although  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes,  the  Coroner 
(Mr.  G.  E.  Hillman),  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Griffin, 
said  he  would  apply  to  the  Home  Office  for  an  order  to  have 
some  of  the  cough-mixture  analysed. 

Feeding-bottle  Dangers. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Colchester  on  October  11,  it  was 
reported  that  a  6  months-old  illegitimate  child  of  a 
domestic  servant  met  its  death  through  swallowing  the  teat 
of  a  faulty  feeding-bottle.  It  appeared  that  while  feeding 
the  child  the  parts  became  disconnected,  and  the  teat  was 
left  in  the  deceased's  throat,  ineffectual  attempts  being 
made  to  get  it  out.  The  Coroner  thought  that  babies' 
"  comforters  "  were  very  dangerous,  and  that  people  should 
look  at  the  tubes  from  time  to  time.  A  verdict  of  accidental 
suffocation  was  returned. 

Wine-licences 
have  been  granted  to  the  following  chemists  : — 

Messrs.  Henry  Hodder  &  Co.  (Limited),  in  respect  of  their 
branches  in  Hotwell  Road  and  West  Street,  Bristol. 

Mr.  H.  Chappelovv,  of  the  Somerset  Drug  Company 
Market  Place,  Highbridge. 


Cical  newspapers  contaiiinj  mirkei  Uem\  of  news  in'.erestini  to  the  trait 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutic :il  Chemists'  and  Apothecaries'  Assistants' 
Association  of  Ireland. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  third  session  of  this 
Association  is  fixed  for  Friday  evening,  October  15,  at 
67  Lower  Mount  Street.  The  business  includes  the  election 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  reading  of  the  report 
and  balance-sheet,  and  the  changing  of  the  existing  name 
to  that  of  "  The  Irish  Pharmacists'  Association."  An  em- 
ployment-agency in  connection  with  the  Association  is  also 
to  be  started,  and  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  country 
members'  subscriptions  will  probably  be  made. 

Drug-contracts. 

Mr.  J.  Phillips,  the  Medical  Hall,  Main  Street,  Roscommon, 
has  been  appointed  drug  and  me.licine  contractor  to  the 
Roscommon  Union. 

Messrs.  Adamson  &  Co  ,  chemists,  Enniskillen,  have  ob- 
tained the  drug-contract  for  that  Union.  They  are  to  supply 
extras  at  current  wholesale  prices. 

Messrs  P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co.  and  Skinner  &  Co  ,  Dublin,  have 
been  appointed  contractors  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and 
surgical  instruments,  respectively,  to  the  Irvinestown  Union. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  at  Limerick  have  appointed  the 
following  contractors  for  the  supply  of  drugs,  medicines, 
surgical  and  medical  appliances  to  the  Union  and  thirteen 
dispensaries : — Medicines,  &c. :  Leslie  &  Co  ,  Dublin  ;  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  Dublin;  Laird  &,  Co.,  Limeiick:  J.  P.  Evans  & 
Co.,  Limerick;  Harrington  &c  Co.,  Cork.  Surgical  appli- 
ances :  Smith  k  Sheppard,  Dublin. 

At  a  meeting  last  week  of  the  Lisburn  Board  of  Guardians 
the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  tenders  for  medi- 
cines from  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast,  and  Mr. 
James  Allen,  Lisburn,  reported  that  there  was  very  little 
difference  in  the  sum  total,  but  recommended  that  the 
tender  of  Mr.  Allen  be  accepted.  The  Chairman  said  that 
Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.  had  supplied  the  medicines  for  the  past 
two  years,  and  he  would  like  to  know  if  there  was  any  cause 
for  complaint  with  regard  to  the  supply.  In  reply,  it  was 
stated  that  there  was  no  complaint.  Nine  votes  were  re- 
corded for  Messrs.  Clarke  and  three  for  Mr.  James  Allen. 
Messrs.  Clarke  were  appointed  accordingly. 

Personal. 

Mr.  James  Tate.  M.P.S.I.,  Belfast,  has  been  elected  a 
director  of  the  firm  of  Olley  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast. 

Mr.  James  Guiler,  M.P.S.I.,  Cooke  Terrace,  Ormean  Road, 
Belfast,  has  been  appointed  temporary  examiner  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  vice  Mr.  T.  W.  Robinson, 
M. P.S.I. ,  resigned. 

The  Blue-ointment  Clue. 

Two  burglars,  named  Wright  and  Burns,  who  a  few  nights 
ago  broke  into  the  premises  of  a  Ballymena  shopkeeper  and 
stole  a  quantity  of  goods,  have  been  captured  in  a  somewhat 
neat  manner.  On  the  police  examining  the  place  they  came 
across  a  box  of  mercurial  ointment,  evidently  dropped  by 
one  of  the  burglars.  The  box  contained  the  address-label  of 
Mr.  James  Acheson,  L.P.S.I.,  and  on  making  inquiry  at  Mr. 
Acheson's  pharmacy  they  were  afforded  such  information  as 
]  enabled  an  immediate  arrest  to  be  made.  The  prisoners  have 
been  sent  for  trial. 

iP.S.I.  Dinner. 

The  Council  and  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Gresham  Hotel, 
Dublin,  on  October  5.    Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  jun.  (ex-President), 
I  occupied  the  chair,  tlja  vice-chair  being  filled  by  Mr.  R.  J. 
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Downes  (the  newly-elected  President).  After  dinner  Mr. 
Wells  proposed  "  Prosperity  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
•of  Ireland,''  and  in  doing  so  said  the  Society  had  now  been 
twenty-two  years  in  existence.  It  had  attained  a  consider- 
able amount  of  prosperity,  and  they  had  no  reason  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  position  they  occupied.  They  hoped  as 
years  went  on  to  increase  that  prosperity  and  to  raise 
pharmacy  in  Ireland  to  the  position  it  had  attained  else- 
•where.  Professor  Tichborne,  in  proposing  the  health  of  Mr. 
Wells,  said  that  he  had  been  associated  with  the  Society 
■since  its  inception,  and  that  a  large  measure  of  its  success 
was  due  to  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  officered  from 
the  beginning.  From  Sir  Dominic  Corrigan  down  to  their 
(present  President  they  had  been  officered  by  men  who  had 
iilways  thrown  themselves  heart  and  soul  into  the  work  of 
the  Society.  Mr.  Wells  returned  thanks,  and  other  toasts, 
/interspersed  with  music,  followed. 

Mr.  Downes's  Pharmacy. 

The  annexed  picture  represents  the  I  i'zwilliam  Pharmacy 
•at  136   Lower  Baggot   Street,    Dubl:n,   which'  the  new 


President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Inland  controls. 
The  photograph  was  taken  when  it  was  d ;  -.orated  for  the 
Jubilee.  Over  the  pharmacy  appeared  a  full-size  portrait 
of  the  Queen,  painted  in  oils  by  Miss  S.  J.  G.  Downes,  sur- 
mounted by  a  trophy  of  flags. 


»  Neighbour:  "  I  saw  the  dcc^or  call  at  your  house  this 
morning.  Is  your  father  very  ill?"  Boy:  "Not  yet.  The 
•doctor  just  started  to  come  this  morning." 

A  Philadelphia  drrgjist,  who  lives  over  his  store,  sports 
in  his  family  three  bicycles.  All  the  rooms  in  the  house  are 
small,  and  there  is  no  yard,  but  American  genius  has  created 
a  place  for  the  wheels.  You  can  now  look  in  the  dining- 
room  windows  and  see  the  three  wheels  hanging  from  the 
•ceiling,  where  they  are  raised  after  using,  by  decorated 
■block  and  tackle. — Phar.  Era. 


Local  newspapers  containing  market  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trail 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


New  Store  for  Edinburgh. 

The  Scottish  Drug  Depot  (Limited)  announce  their  inten- 
tion of  opening  a  shop  in  Stockbridge  between  Mr.  John 
Robertson's  and  Mr.  William  Smith's  pharmacies. 

The  Result  of  a  Druggist's  Picnic. 

A  Court  of  Session  lawsuit  is  said  to  be  pending  in  con- 
nection with  some  incidents  which  occurred  in  the  course  of 
the  Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  picnic 
to  Ettrick  and  Yarrow  in  June  last. 


Huatralasian  mews. 


[From  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  for  August, 
copies  of  which  can  be,  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Publisher,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G.,  price  6dJ] 


Acetylene  Gas  in  Adelaide.  —  Mr.  F.  Metters,  of 
Adelaide,  S.  Australia,  an  expert  in  lighting-matters,  is 
foiming  a  syndicate  for  the  purpose  of  taking  over  certain  of 
his  patent-rights  in  the  manufacture  of  generators  or  other 
appliances  for  acetylene.  Mr.  Metters  intends  shortly  to 
visit  Europe  and  America  to  procure  information,  especially 
as  to  the  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide. 

Skin- grafting. — A  patient  at  Auckland,  N.  Zealand, 
recently  required  skin-grafting.  A  young  lady  volunteered 
to  contribute  portions  of  her  cuticle  without,  of  course, 
stipulating  as  to  the  exact  quantity.  When  she  recovered 
from  the  chloroform  she  was  dismayed  to  find  that  1he 
medical  Shylock  had  taken  about  50  inches  of  skin  from 
various  parts  of  her  body.  The  lady  soon  became  worse  than 
the  patient,  and  was  laid  up  for  a  fortnight.  An  action  for 
damages  in  the  Supreme  Court  is  said  to  be  pending. 

Camphor  in  Australia. — The  camphor  flora,  it  is  well 
known,  grows  very  freely  in  these  colonies.  The  increasing 
demand  for  camphor  for  use  in  explosives  and  in  the  manu- 
facture of  celluloid  gives  greater  importance  than  ever  to 
this  commodity.  The  Japanese  have  commenced  to  prepare 
it  by  distilling  the  leaves  and  branches  of  the  trees  instead 
of  destroying  only  full-grown' trees  for  the  purpose.  It 
seems  to  be  worth  while  to  ascertain  if  the  shrub  growing 
in  the  warmer  climates  will  bear  cutting  sufficiently  well  to 
yield  an  adequate  return  of  camphor  when  distilled. 

Dentistry  in  Queensland.— A  Registration  of  Dentists 
Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  Queensland  Legislature, 
and  may  not  improbably  pass  into  law.  As  drafted,  the  Bill 
prohibits  the  extraction  or  the  stopping  of  natural  and  the 
fitting  of  artificial  teeth  by  persons  describing  themselves  as 
"  qualified  dentists  "  who  have  not  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions. Dentists  are  but  a  small  body  in  Queensland,  however, 
and  there  is  a  strong  feeling  that  the  Bill  is  really  aimed  at 
the  chemists  of  the  colony,  who  customarily  practise  dentistry. 
The  measure  is  therefore  meeting  v\ith  strong  opposition  in 
the  Parliament  of  the  colony. 

A  Bitter  Cry  from  New  Zealand. — A  correspondent 
of  a  New  Zealand  paper  is  exercised  in  his  mind  over  what 
he  believes  to  be  the  impending  exhaustion  of  the  natural 
riches  of  the  colony.  "  The  islands  are  being  deforested  at 
an  alarming  rate,"  he  says.  Moreover,  "  the  deposits  of  Kauri 
gum  are  fast  giving  out,  and  may  be  expected  to  have  come 
to  an  end  in  the  course  of  another  decade  or  so."  So  the 
correspondent  suggests  that  other  sources  of  wealth  should 
be  looked  for,  and  he  hopes  that  these  may  be  found  in  beet- 
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xoot  growing  for  sugar  manufacture  and  in  the  exploitation 
of  thealmost  unknown  wealth  existing  in  the  medicinal  plants 
of  New  Zealand.  He  writes:  "There  are  possibilities  in  our 
forests  which  are  not  even  dreamt  of  now.  Many  of  our 
barks,  nuts,  and  leaves  have  medical  properties  which  have 
never  been  investigated,  and  might  bring  large  sums  of  money 
to  the  country.  Dr.  Giles  records  mysterious  symptoms 
following  the  poisoning  by  tutu  berries,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  karaka  berries  have  a  peculiar  effect  on  the  human 
system.  Many  other  plants  and  leaves  have  been  used  by 
the  Maoris  medicinally.  It  is  high  time  all  these  matters 
should  be  investigated  by  modernly-trained  scientific  men. 
A  few  thousand  pounds  a  year  spent  in  that  direction  would 
go  a  long  way.  We  can  grow  our  own  sugar,  even  if  we 
cannot  export  any  to  advantage.  We  can,  in  the  north,  even 
grow  our  own  tea,  and  there  are  many  other  articles  which 
can  be  grown  to  advantage." 

The  Vinolia  Exhibit  at  the  Brisbane  Exhibition  w^as 
considered  a  very  attractive  one.    A  photogiaph  of  it  has 


bsen  sent  to  us,  from  which  we  have  reproduced  the  annexed 
block. 

Examinations  in  Westebn  Australia. — In  our  issue 
of  July  24  (page  110)  there  appeared  a  paragraph  stating 
that  Dr.  J.  J.  Murtagh  had  been  appointed  sole  Preliminary 
examiner  for  the  Coolgardie  district  of  Western  Australia. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  that  colony, 
Mr.  Alfred  E.  Webster,  writes  taking  exception  to  the  sug- 
gestion (which  he  thinks  is  conveyed  in  our  paragraph)  that 
ihe  appointment  of  but  one  gentleman  to  this  post  is  not 
fdir  to  candidates.  Our  heading  of  the  paragraph — viz., 
"  One-man  Examination " — somewhat  supports  this  view. 
Mr.  Webster  points  out  that  the  examination  is  the  Pre- 
liminary one  only,  and  that  Dr.  Murtagh  does  not  grant 
certificates  of  competency  as  a  chemist,  but  merely  certifies 
a  candidate's  fitness  to  become  apprenticed  to  a  chemist. 
" The  qualifying  examination,"  Mr.  Webster  says,  "is  held 
at  Perth,  and.  is  conducted  by  examiners  in  botany,  chemistry, 
materia  rnedica,  and  practical  pharmacy.  Dr.  Murtagh's 
appointment  was  made  to  obtiate  the  journey  from  our 
goldfields  (which  are  situate  about  four  hundred  miles  from 
Perth)  of  candidates,  and  to  save  them  the  expense.  Surely 
you  would  not  expect  English  candidates  to  journey  to  the 
far  north  of  Scotland  to  pass  their  Preliminary  examina- 
tion; therefore,  why  expect  Australians  to  travel  a  like 
distance  1 "  We  think  that  Mr.  Webster  is  right,  and  express 
our  regret  at  the  heading  of  the  paragraph  and  at  the  sug- 
gestion which  it  may  be  made,  but  was  not  meant,  to 
convey. 


A  Eepoeteb  asked  Mr.  Armour,  of  Chicago,  to  take  part 
in  a  symposium  on  "  How  to  Make  Money."  "  Young  man," 
replied  the  millionaire,  "  the  Armours  don't  know  how  to 
make  anything  but  sausages,  and  they  never  answer  foolish 
questions." 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRews. 


The  Ceylon  Cabdamom-thept.— The  Sinhalese  Etldo 
who  stole  40  lbs.  of  cardamoms  from  the  Gallaha  Tea  Estates 
Company's  factory  in  Ceylon  has  been  sentenced  to  two 
years'  "rigorous  imprisonment." 

Pbofessoe  Fbozen  to  Death. — During  the  ascent  of 
Mount  Ararat  by  the  members  of  the  last  Geological  Con- 
gress, one  of  the  party,  M.  Stoeber,  Professor  of  Medicine, 
from  Vladikavkas,  was  frozen  to  death. 

Cabbolic  Acid  seems  to  be  as  popular  a  poison  in  America* 
as  it  is  here.  The  New  York  World  of  September  15  gives 
a  list  of  eighteen  persons  (fifteen  of  them  women)  who  had 
attempted  their  lives,  in  most  cases  with  success,  during  the 
four  weeks  previously  in  or  near  that  city. 

A  School  fob  Disinfection. — The  Prussian  Minister  of 
Education  has  ordered  the  establishment  of  a  special  high 
school  for  the  teaching  of  disinfection  in  all  its  branches. 
The  school  is  to  be  connected  with  the  Hygienic  Institute  of 
the  University  of  Breslau,  and  will  be  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  Fluegge  of  that  University. 

Yellow  Jack. — Professor  Sanarelli,  director  of  the  Monte 
Video  Institute  of  Experimental  Hygiene,  who  in  June  last 
discovered  the  bacillus  of  yellow  fever,  now  announces  the 
discovery  of  a  curative  serum.  Since  then  his  researches 
have  been  officially  recognised  by  the  Brazilian  Government. 
A  laboratory  has  been  built  for  him  at  the  expense  of  the 
Republic,  and  the  Brazilian  Congress  recently  voted  a  large 
sum  of  money  for  its  maintenance.  He  will  shortly  publish 
the  result  of  his  experiments. 

Teade-seceets  in  AmeeicA. — The  Michigan  Supreme 
Court  has  recently  giving  an  important  decision,  bearing 
upon  the  right  of  a  former  employe  to  disclose  or  use  to  his 
own  advantage  secrets  learned  while  employed  in  a  trusted 
capacity.  The  case  in  question  was  that  of  an  ex-employe, 
of  the  O.  &  W.  Thum  Company,  manufacturers  of  the 
"Tanglefoot"  fly-paper,  Grand  Rapids,  who  had  signified  his 
intention  to  engage  with  another  firm  in  the  manufacture  of 
this  article.  An  injunction  was  sought  and  obtained,  and, 
on  appeal,  the  Supreme  Court  sustained  the  injunction. 

The  Swiss  Phabmacopceia. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Switzerland  recently  held  at  Solo- 
thurn,  a  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  was  appointed,  and  after- 
considerable  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the  committee 
should  consist  of  four  pharmacists  in  business,  four  medical- 
practitioners,  two  delegates  of  the  Swiss  Pharmaceutical1 
Institute,  and  the  Director  of  the  Board  of  Health  (Dr. 
Schmid,  of  Berne).  The  pharmacists  appointed  are  Dr.  Keller 
and  Mr.  Weber,  of  Zurich  ;  Mr.  B.  Studer,  jun.,  of  Berne;  and 
Mr.  O.  Kaspar,  of  Geneva.  Professor  Tschirch,  of  Berne,  and 
Professor  Brunner,  of  Lausanne,  will  represent  the  Institute. 

Cinnamon- oil  Litigation.  —  A  case  between  two- 
merchants  with  regard  to  a  shipment  of  1,365  oz.  of 
cinnamon-bark  oil  to  London  will  shortly  be  tried  before  tbe 
Colombo  Court.  It  appears  the  plaintiff  advanced  the  de- 
fendant a  sum  of  610r.  on  the  shipment,  which  eventually 
realised  only  434r.,  and  he  claimed  303r.,  being  the  balance 
due,  and  charges.  A  commission  has'  been  issued  to  Mr. 
Eric  S.  Anderson,  of  9  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  to  take 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lyall  Grant,  Secretary  of  the  London 
and  Oriental  Agency  (Limited),  of  Dunster  House,  Mincing- 
Lane.  The  commission  has  not  yet  completed  its  duties, 
and  the  hearing  of  the  case  was  postponed  until  January  19 
next. 

Patent  Medicines  in  U.S. — The  Ohio  Food-commis- 
sioner has  issued  a  circular  to  the  druggists  of  that  State, 
in  which  he  warns  them  that  in  the  future  all  patent 
medicines  containing  poisonous  drugs  must  be  labelled  with* 
the  skull  and  cross-bones,  and  must  name  on  the  label 
one  or  more  easily-secured  antidotes.  Attention  is  called  to- 
the  fact  that  many  of  tbe  soothing-cordials,  cough-syrups, 
catarrh-syrups,  and  similar  patent  medicines  contain, 
morphine  and  other  dangerous  drugs.  Several  cases  of 
death  have  been  reported  to  the  Commissioner  that  are 
believed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  use  of  morphine  in, 
*  proprietary  medicines. 
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{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 


The  Continental  Anglo-American  Society. — The 
annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  whose  members  consist  of 
English  and  American  physicians  practising  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  and  in  Northern  Africa,  was  held  in  Paris  last 
Monday.  In  the  evening  the  doctors  and  their  friends  dined 
together  at  the  Hotel  Terminus  here.  Mr.  Percy  Inglis, 
H.B.M.  Consul-General  in  Paris,  presided  at  the  latter  func- 
tion as  "  guest  of  honour,"  and  among  the  other  visitors 
present  were  some  of  the  leading  English  pharmacists  in 
business  in  Paris,  including  Messrs.  Swann  and  Hogg.  There 
has  been  some  question  of  forming  a  branch  of  this  Society 
on  the  Riviera,  but  the  majority  of  the  members  are  against 
such  a  course. 

Pharmacy  at  the  Academy  of  Medicine. — The 
election  of  a  member  in  the  Pharmacy  Section  of  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine  to  fill  the  chair  left  vacant  by  Pro- 
fessor Bourgoin's  death,  which  should  take  place  early  next 
month,  is  causing  some  interest  among  pharmacists. 
M.  \  igier  is  again  a  candidate,  but  as  the  ethics  of  the 
Academy  do  not  allow  a  pharmacist  "  in  business "  to  be 
admitted  to  its  membership,  he  is  hardly  likely  to  be  elected. 
M.  Yvon,  the  well-known  analyst,  although  his  name  still 
appears  over  the  pharmacy  opposite  the  Bank  of  France,  no 
longer  takes  an  active  interest  in  his  officine ;  but  it  is  under- 
stood that  he  has  withdrawn  his  candidature  in  favour  of 
Professor  Bourquelot.  So,  in  spite  of  two  or  three  other 
candidates  of  less  importance,  the  head  pharmacist  of  the 
Laennec  Hospital  is  the  favourite  at  present. 

Explosion  of  Acetylene. — The  votaries  of  acetylene  gas 
continue  to  be  occasionally  subjected  to  unpleasant  surprises 
in  the  form  of  explosions  of  a  more  or  less  serious  character. 
The  latest  of  these  occurred  last  Sunday  at  Nogent-sur- 
Marne.  It  was  in  the  afternoon,  ani  some  three  or  four- 
hundred  young  people  were  dancing  in  a  fairly  large  hall, 
when  a  loud  explosion  occurred.  A  shower  of  broken  glass 
followed,  and  the  crowd  of  holiday-makers  were  for  a  moment 
panic-stricken.  Fortunately  little  injury  was  done,  and  a 
local  doctor  bandaged  the  persons  who  were  cut  by  the 
falling  glass.  It  transpired  that  the  acetylene-gas  apparatus 
used  in  connection  with  the  adjoining  cafe  had  exploded.  It 
appears  that  a  servant  had  carelessly  turned  on  the  water-tap. 
and  the  carbide  being  thus  suddenly  inundated  had  caused 
the  explosion.  It  is,  perhaps,  worth  mentioning  that 
acetylene  gas  appears  to  be  coming  into  vogue  in  Paris  for 
use  as  an  illuminant  for  bicycle-lamps.  The  light  given  is 
very  poweiful,  and  the  flame  is  so  strong  that  glasses  to  the 
lamps  are  not  necessary.  If  the  popularity  increases,  there 
will  be  quite  a  little  business  for  druggists  in  supplying  the 
carbide  of  calcium. 

A  Useful  Object-lesson.— The  Mycologic  Society  of 
France,  of  which  Professor  Bourquelot,  of  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy,  is  President,  recently  organised  a  mushroom  ex- 
hibition in  the  hall  of  the  Paris  Horticultural  Society. 
About  800  specimens  were  exhibited,  the  dangerous  species  j 
bearing  red  tickets  and  the  harmless  green,  while  the  edible 
varieties  were  labelled  in  white.  The  exhibition  was  fairly  j 
attended,  and  served  the  Society's  object,  which  was  to  be 
better  known  by  the  public.  Excursions  have  also  been  | 
organised  to  certain  environs  of  Paris  for  the  collection  of 
specimens.  Out  of  the  hundreds  of  species  which  flourish 
around  Paris  only  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  are  poisonous, 
and  the  Society  aims  to  have  in  each  town  or  village  a  corre- 
spondent, such  as  the  local  priest,  schoolmaster,  or  other 
responsible  person,  who  could  be  appealed  to  in  case  of 
doubt.  There  is  a  tradition  among  French  cooks  that  a  piece 
of  silver  placed  on  a  dish  of  mushrooms  will  immediately 
turn  black  if  the  toxic  specimens  are  present.  This  erroneous 
notion  the  Society  finds  hard  to  kill.  The  painstaking  efEorts 
of  Professor  Bourquelot  to  obtain  exact  information  of  and 
to  classify  and  study  cases  of  poisoning  through  fungi  are 
well  known,  and  the  fact  that  every  year  brings  a  certain 
number  of  fatal  cases  of  mushroom-poisoning  in  France 
shows  that  his  efforts  are  needed. 

The  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  held  its  first  session 


after  the  holidays  on  October  6.    M.  Sonnerat  presided,  and 
there  was  a  good  attendance.    M.  Lafay  read  a  paper  on  the 
diastase  of  barley,  by  M.  Terrat,  and  M.  Portes  made  a  com- 
munication;  but  the  special  feature  of  the  meeting  was  the 
informal  but  interesting  accounts  given  by  the  delegates 
who  represented  the  Society  at  the  Congresses  of  Brussels 
and  Moscow.  Professor  Bourquelot  (Vice-President)  reminded 
his  colleagues  that,  thanks  to  the  initiative  of  the  Professor 
of  Pharmacy  and  Materia  Medica  at  the  Moscow  University, 
the  Medical  Congress  held  in  the  Holy  City  included  (for 
the  first  time)  a  section  of  pharmacognosy  and  pharmacy, 
which  was  largely  attended,  the  auditory  numbering  sixty  to 
eighty  as  a  rule.    Besides  the  interesting  scientific  communi- 
cations made  by  various  favants,  two  questions  were  dis- 
cussed which  were  of  professional  interest — (1)  the  Inter- 
national Pharmacopoeia  and  (2)  pharmaceutical  education. 
The  Pharmacopoeia  discussion,  as  was  to  be  expected,  pro- 
duced but  little  of  a  novel  character.    Professor  Bourquelot 
(who,  with  a  St.  Petersburg  professor,  took  a  leading  part  in 
this  debate)  repeated  his  observations,  already  made  at  Paris, 
that  though  a  universal  Codex  might  be  yet  afar  off,  each 
country  should  do  its  best  to  modify  such  formula?  as 
differed  most  widely  from  foreign  Pharmacopoeias.  He 
instanced  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron  as  given  in  the  Greek, 
Dutch,  and  French  Pharmacopoeias,  and  remarked  that  a 
large  number  of  tinctures  and  syrups  given  in  the  French 
Codex  were  twice  the  strength  of  those  specified  by  neigh- 
bouring countries.    The  Section,  being  purely  of  a  scientific 
character,  could  not  well  give  a  formal  vote,  but  it  unani- 
mously expressed  a  hope  to  this  effect.  Pharmaceutical 
education  was  treated  by  Professor  Verne,  of  Grenoble, 
rather  from  a  French  than  from  an  international  point  of 
view.    As  readers  of  the  C.  <?•  D.  are  aware,  the  professor 
holds  that  the  schooling  should  precede  (and  not  follow,  as 
at  present)  the  three  years'  work  behind  the  counter  which 
the  French  pharmacy  law  exacts.    Professor  Bourquelot, 
who  presided  at  this  particular  meeting,  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  pointing  out  to  the  foreigners  present  that  Professor 
Verne's  views  were  by  no  means  shared  by  the  whole  body 
of  French  pharmacists.    On  the  contrary,  he  had  been  out- 
voted when  he  brought  forward  his  proposition  at  Paris,  and 
though  the  professors  of  the  Montpellier  School  of  Pharmacy 
were  of  his  opinion,  the  teaching-staff  at  the  Paris  school 
differed  from  his  views.    M.  Verne  stated  that  "the  majority 
of  civilised  countries  "  put  study  before  shop-practice,  but 
Professor  Bourquelot  held  that  in  Germany,  Austria,  France, 
and  Russia,  which  could  hardly  be  called  barbarous  nations, 
the  contrary  was  the  case.    Professor  Heger,  who  edits  the 
PJiarmaoeutische  Post  of  Vienna,   seemed   to  side  with 
M.  Verne,  but  M.  Bourquelot  fancied  that  the  confusion  of 
tongues  had  led  to  a  misunderstanding — that  the  Austrian 
editor  had  not  understood  that  the  French  "  stage  "  really 
answered  to  what  in  Germany,  &c,  was  styled  "apprentice- 
ship."   No  formal  resolution  was  arrived  at  regarding  this 
subject.     The    Moscow    pharmacists'  association,  styled 
"  The  Pharmaceutical  Society   of  Russia,"  gave  a  seance 
and  reception  of  a  most  cordial  character  to  the  foreign 
delegates.    This  body  is  mostly  composed  of  the  younger  or 
"provisory"  (temporary)  pharmacists  (for  there  are  two 
grades  of  pharmacists  in  Russia :  the  second  and  higher 
grade,  who  have  presented  a  thesis  to  the  University,  are 
styled   "  magisters ").    The  three  French   delegates,  MM. 
Collin,  Berlioz,  and  Bourquelot,   were  exceptionally  well 
received — "Quite  a  little  manifestation,  in  fact,"  said  M. 
Bourquelot,  for  this  was  just  before  President  Faure's  visit 
to  the  Czar.    At  St.  Petersburg  also  M.  Bourquelot  visited 
the  Society  of  Pharmacy  of  the  city.  They  have  a  well-fitted 
laboratory  for  "legal  analysis,"  which  corresponds  in  many 
respects  to  the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory,  milk,  bread,  &c, 
being  there  analysed.    Annexed  to  this  is  a  bacteriological 
laboratory.    All  this  is  in  the  hands  of  pharmacists,  a 
"magister"  being  the  director  of  the  establishment,  and 
they  jealously  guard  the  privilege  of  which  they  are  justi- 
fiably proud.    There  is  likewise  a  good  library  well  stocked 
with  the  leading  pharmaceutical  journals  all  the  world  over; 
and  a  journal  of  a  scientific  character  is  edited  by  the 
"magister"   in  question.    In  answer  to  a  question,  M. 
Bourquelot  gave  some  further  details  as  to  Russian  pharmacy. 
His  reference  to  one  officine  where  there  were  over  one 
hundred  apprentices  {cJ'cces')  as  "a  sort  of  pharmaceutical 
Bon  Marche,"  caused  some  laughter.    M.  Sonnerat  informed 
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the  members  present  that  this  meeting  was  honoured  by  the 
presence  of  Professors  Morales  and  Altamarino,  the  two 
delegates  who  represented  Mexico  at  the  Brussels  Congress. 
These  gentlemen,    unfortunately,  are  not  fluent  French 
linguists,  and  could  only  express  their  thanks  for  their 
reception  by  proxy.    The  Chairman  then  asked  Dr.  Viron  to 
give  some  account  of  the  Brussels  Congress,  but  he  pleaded 
that  he  had  not  had  time  to  prepare  any  remarks.  M. 
Crinon,  however,  consented  to  give  his  colleagues  a  few 
general  impressions.     He    referred  to  the  International 
Pharmacopoeia  question,  which,  he  said,  "had  made  a  step 
forward,   though  not,  perhaps,  a  very  long  stride."  He 
alluded  to  the  fact  that  in  1900  the  International  Pharma- 
ceutical Congress  was  to  be  held  at  Paris,  and  urged  his 
colleagues  to  begin  organising  early  if  they  wanted  to  make 
it  a  success.    He  thought  that  at  Brussels  rather  too  many 
questions  were  discussed  in  a  short  time  ;  the  tendency  was, 
therefore,  to  pass  resolutions  which  might  be  fruitless  of 
results.    With  reference  to  M.  Bourquelot's  remarks,  they 
had  passed  at  Brussels  a  resolution  in  favour  of  an  inter- 
national commission  to  unify  the  dosage  of  the  active  prin- 
ciples of  medicaments.    He  regretted  that  the  Congress  had 
not  limited  this  resolution,  as  he  wished,  to  the  really 
important  remedies,  but  they  had  preferred  to  leave  this  to 
be  decided  by  the  committee  when  it  assembled.  The  Brussels 
Congress  had  brought  together  a  considerable  number  of 
foreign  delegates  who  mostly  represented  their  Governments 
officially,  and  they  had  had  Ministers  of  State  present  at  the 
opening  and  closing  of  their  deliberations.    AVould  they  be 
as  fortunate  at  Paris  ?    He  feared  not.    (Ironical  protests.) 
Very  well,  he  hoped  not.    At  any  rate,  the  French  Govern- 
ment, even  if  they  took  the  Congress  (like   the  Belgian 
authorities)  under  their  "  high  protection,"  would  hardly  give 
them  a  Government  steamer  to  cruise  up  and  down  the  Seine, 
as  the  Belgian  authorities  did  at  Antwerp.    (Laughter,  and 
a  Voice  :  "  Yes,  they  will,  if  we  have  Paris  port  de  mer,"  and 
renewed  laughter.) 


Business  Cbanaes. 


Notices  of  chanties  in  the  retail  trait,  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  are 
inserted  i/i  this  section  free  of  charge,  if  properly  a  uthenticated. 


Me.  S.  T.  Rowe,  of  Kedruth,  whose  name  was  last  week 
struck  off  the  list  of  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
has  disposed  of  his  business  t  o  Mr.  A.  C.  Gee. 

Messes.  Wilktnson  &  Simpson,  2A  to  32  Newgate  Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  have  converted  their  business  into  a 
limited  liability  company.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Geo.  F. 
Merson,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  will  join  the  firm 
early  in  the  New  Year,  and  will  take  over  the  management 
of  the  laboratory  and  manufacturing  departments. 


*Traoe  Botes, 


Messes.  Tidman  &  Son  (Limited),  Bushell  Street,  E., 
have  been  awarded  three  silver  medals  for  their  specialities 
at  the  Brussels  International  Exhibition. 

Me.  Gilbeet  W.  Niblett,  the  inventor  of  Niblett's  pill- 
making  machinery,  has  associated  himself  with  Messrs. 
Death  &  Harris,  of  the  Albert  Works,  Leicester,  who  are 
manufacturing  all  his  machines  for  him. 

Messes.  Oscae  Moenich  &  Co.,  of  Billiter  House,  send 
us  an  illustrated  price  list  of  the  "Lion  and  Mug"  brand 
enamelled  ware  for  hospital  and  surgical  use,  manufactured 
by  Messrs.  Bauman  Brothers,  Amberg.,  Bavaria. 

A  pamphlet  lately  issued  by  the  Iron  and  Steel  Plant 
Company  (Limited),  of  10-11  Austin  Friars  and  Barrow-in- 
Furness,  gives  some  interesting  testimony  to  the  utility  of 
their  stamped  steel  barrels  for  the  carriage  and  storage  of 
many  chemicals,  oils,  alkaline  solutions,  turpentine,  &c. 


Messes.  Lambeet  &  Steong,  of  Dunster  House,  the  well- 
known  drug  and  spice  brokers,  have  found  it  necessary 
considerably  to  enlarge  their  offices  and  showrooms.  The 
alterations  were  finished  this  week.  The  firm's  drug- 
catalogue  is  usually  one  of  the  heaviest  at  the  fortnightly 
London  auctions. 

Refebeing  to  the  note  of  his  new  "Export  List"  which 
appeared  in  our  issue  of  September  25  (page  515),  Mr.  Eugen 
Dieterich,  of  Helfenberg,  writes  that  the  list  was  got  up 
hurriedly,  and  that  in  the  second  edition  (which  will  be 
published  shortly)  all  formulas  as  well  as  all  weights  and 
measures  will  be  those  of  the  B.P. 

'  The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  publish  an  advertise- 
ment this  week  which  is  of  special  interest.  They  ask 
chemists  to  advise  them  whether  it  is  their  wish  that  they 
should  join  the  P.A.T.A.  or  not,  and,  if  so,  what  rate  of 
profit  they  suggest.  We  hope  the  trade  will  respond  freely 
to  this  inquiry,  as  it  manifests  the  spirit  which  it  is  de- 
sirable should  prevail  between  manufacturers  of  proprietary 
goods  and  the  vendors  of  the  same. 

Messes.  Ayeton  &  Saundees  suggest  an  excellent  idea 
for  chemists,  which  is  to  sweeten  the  little  quarterly  bill, 
when  sent  to  a  lady,  by  enclosing  a  delicately-perfumed 
sachet  with  it.  They  put  up  a  great  variety  of  sachets  for 
this  and  other  advertising  purposes,  and  will  print  on  them 
any  announcement  desired,  or,  what  is  a  pretty  idea,  and 
suitable  in  some  cases,  a  photograph  of  the  chemist's  own 
taking.  They  have  brought  out  an  attractive  Christmas 
sachet  packed  in  an  ornamental  cardboard  postal-wrapper. 

An  important  notice  is  published  among  our  advertise- 
ments this  week  by  the  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited). 
This  company,  who  have  taken  over  the  business  of  Messrs. 
Wilson,  Salamon  &  Co.,  give  a  full  list  of  all  the  British 
patents  respecting  the  manufacture  of  saccharin  which  they 
hold.  These  number  fifteen  in  all,  and  date  from  June  1, 
1885,  to  August  6,  1896.  The  solicitors  to  the  Sacchaiin 
Corporation  intimate  that  they  will  take  such  legal  steps  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  against  any  persons  buying,  sell- 
ing, or  using  saccharin  made  in  infringement  of  any  of  these 
patents. 

Messes.  Oakes  Beothees  &  Co.,  of  46  New  Broad  Street, 
who  are  Indian  merchants,  with  a  house  at  Madras,  and,  as 
one  branch  of  their  business,  proprietors  of  the  "  Pagoda  " 
brand  of  Indian  cigars,  are  now  offering  as  a  special  line 
cigarettes  under  the  title  of  "  Little  Indians,"  which  are 
made  of  tobacco  exclusively — that  is  to  say,  they  are  not 
wrapped  in  paper.  They  are,  in  fact,  little  cheroots  of  a  fine 
flavour.  And  as  in  some  medical  quarters  it  is  held  that  it 
is  the  paper  of  the  cigarettes  which  is  injurious,  Messrs. 
Oakes  Brothers  are  hoping  that  many  chemists  will  help  them 
to  introduce  this  new  brand  to  the  public.  They  supply  the 
cigarettes  either  in  bulk  or  packed  in  boxes  of  ten. 


pharmaceutical  Society  of  (Sreat 
Britain. 


WE  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  the  following  list  of 
candidates  who  were  granted  certificates  at  the  October 
meeting  of  the  London  Board  of  Examiners  : — 

EXAMINATIONS  IN  LONDON. 
October,  1897. 
Majoe  Examination. 

Candidates  examined    12 

Candidates  failed  ...       ...       ...       •••       •••  7 


Candidates  passed  .. 

Allen,  Samuel  Joseph 
Bell,  Arthur  Henry 
Davies,  Percy 


Kerruish,  Thomas  Maltby 
Thompson,  Sidney  Cooke 
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Minor  Examination. 


Candidates  examined 
Candidates  foiled  ... 

Candidates  passed ... 

Acton,  James  Rowland 
Barker,  diaries 
Blaker,  Ernest  James 
Cannon,  Frederick  William 
Colbeck,  Norman 
David,  Idwal 
Davies,  Henry  Jolm 
Dixon,  Frederick  S  pal  ton 
Dodridge,  William  James 
Eaton,  Henry 
Ellis,  Bernard 
Ellis,  Hugh  Edward 
Evans,  John  Richard 
Field,  George  Rogers 
Francis,  Henry  St.  David 
Harrison,  Sarah  Susannah] 
Henderson,  Henry  Jolm 
Humphrey,  Walter  Edwin 
Hunter,  John  Edwin 
Ind,  Charles  Uncles 
Jones,  Henry 
Jones,  Henry  Lloyd 
Jones,  John  Lee 
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Kenway,  Ivor 

Kirkman,  William  Ernest 

Langman,  Herbert  Ball 

Lister,  Frederick  Spencer 

Marriott,  Arthur  Eustace 

Measday,  Charles  Stafford 

Milligan,  William 

Mossom,  Arthur  Henry 

Neale,  Cecil 

Norris,  James  Reginald 

Page,  Harry 

Price,  Arthur  Henry 

Riches,  Richard  Percival 

Roberts,  Frederick  Walter 

Roberts,  Hugh  Pierce 

Russell,  George  Henry 

Saunders,  John 

Shaw,  William 

Staton,  John 

Sturdy,  Thomas  Tyerman 
Thwaits,  George  Rose 
Ullett,  Frank- 
White,  Daniel  Hanbury 


"  FIRST  EXAMINATION." 

The  following  are  the  questions  given  on  Tuesday,  Octo- 
ber 12  :— 

LATIN. 

(Time  allowed — from  11  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.) 

I.  For  all  Candidates.    Translate  into  Latin  : — 

He  promises  to  come. 
Who  taught  Balbus  music? 
The  general  had  been  praised  by  all  the  people. 
We  must  not  live  for  ourselves  alone. 
He  shut  the  gates  of  the  city  that  no  one  might  enter. 

II.  Translate  into  English  either  A  (Caesar)  or  B  (Virgil). 

(Candidates  must  not  attempt  both  authors.) 

A.  — Caesar. 

1.  Interim  quotidie  Caesar  Aeduos  frumentum,  quod  essent 
publice  polliciti,  rlagitare.  Nam  propter  frigora,  quod  Gallia  sub 
septentrionibus,  ut  ante  dictum  est,  posita  est,  non  modo  frumenta 
in  agris  matura  non  erant,  sed  ne  pabuli  quidem  satis  magna  copia 
suppetebat :  eo  autem  frumento,  quod  flumine  Arare  navibus  sub- 
vexerat,  propterea  uti  minus  poterat,  quod  iter  ab  Arare  Helvetii 
averterant,  a  quibus  discedere  nolebat. 

2.  Quum  ab  his  saepius  quaereret,  neque  ullam  omnino  vocem 
exprimere  posset,  idem  Divitiacus  Aeduus  respondit :  Hoc  esse 
miseriorem  et  graviorem  fortunam  Sequanorum  quam  reliquorum, 
quod  soli  ne  in  occulto  quidem  queri,  neque  auxilium  implorare 
auderent ;  absentisque  Ariovisti  crudelitatem,  velut  si  coram 
adesset,  horrerent :  propterea  quod  reliquis  tamen  fugae  facultas 
daretur,  Sequauis  vero,  qui  intra  fines  suos  Ariovistum  recepissent, 
quorum  oppida  omnia  in  potestate  ejus  essent,  omnes  cruciatus 
essent  perferendi. 

Gi'ammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  only  who  take  Caesar.) 

1.  Give  the  accusative  singular  of  agris,  navibus,  quibus,  his, 
facultas,  omnia;  and  the  ablative  singular  of  Caesar,  iter, 
vocem,  auxilium,  fugae,  fines. 

2.  Write  the  third  person  singular  of  the  subjunctive  present, 
and  the  perfect  infinitive,  of  all  the  verbs  in  Passage  2. 

3.  Give,  with  examples,  rules  for  the  comparison  of  adjectives 
and  of  adverbs  in  Latin. 

4.  What  prepositions  govern  two  cases,  and  with  what  difference 
of  meaning  ? 

B.  — Virgil. 

1  Inde,  lupae  fulvo  nutricis  tegmine  laetus, 
Romulus  excipiet  gentem,  et  Mavortia  condet 
Moenia,  Romanosque  suo  de  nomine  dicet. 
His  ego  nec  metas  rerum,  nec  tempora,  pono ; 
Imperium  sine  fine  dedi.    Quin  aspera  Juno, 
Quae  mare  nunc  terrasque  metu  coelumque  fatigat, 
Consilia  in  melius  referet,  mecumque  fovebit 
Romanos,  rerum  dominos,  gentemque  togatam. 
Sic  placitum.    Veniet,  lustris  labentibus,  aetas, 
Cum  domus  Assaraci  Phthiam  clarasque  Mycenas 
Servitio  premet,  ac  victis  dominabitur  Argis. 


2.  Rex  erat  Aeneas  nobis,  quo  justior  alter 
Nec  pietate  fuit,  nec  hello  major,  et  armis  : 
Quern  si  fata  virum  servant,  si  vescitur  aura 
Aetheria,  neque  adhuc  crudelibus  occubat  umbris  ; 
Non  metus,  officio  nec  te  certasse  priorem 
Poeniteat.    Sunt  et  Siculis  regionibus  urbes, 
Arvaque,  Trojanoque  a  sanguine  clarus  Acestes. 
Quassatam  ventis  liceat  subducere  classem, 
Et  silvis  aptare  trabes,  et  stringere  remos. 
Si  datur  Italiam,  sociis,  et  rege  recepto, 
Tendere,  ut  Italiam  laeti,  Latiumque  petamus. 

Grammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  only  who  take  Virgil.) 

1.  Give  the  accusative  singular  of  tegmine,  rerum,  aetas,  nobis 
umbris,  regionibus;  and  the  ablative  singular  of  lupae,  Juno, 
domus,  Bex,  trabes,  remos. 

2.  Write  the  third  person  singular  of  the  subjunctive  present, 
and  the  perfect  infinitive,  of  all  the  verbs  in  Passage  1. 

3.  Give,  with  examples,  rules  for  the  comparison  of  adjectives 
and  of  adverbs  in  Latin. 

4.  What  prepositions  govern  two  cases,  and  with  what  difference 
of  meaning  ? 

ARITHMETIC. 

(Time  allowed— from  12.30  p.m.  to  2  p.m.) 

(The  ivorking  of  these  questions,  as  well  as  the  answers,  must  be 
written  out  in  full.) 

1.  If  a  man  with  a  salary  of  26  guineas  per  quarter  spends  at 
the  rate  of  5s.  3d.  per  day,  how  much  does  he  save  in  a  year  ? 

2.  If  6  dozen  table-spoons  weigli  11  lbs.  6  oz.  12  dwt.,  and 
3  dozen  tea-spoons  weigh  1  lb.  9  oz.  17  dwt.,  fey  how  much  does  the 
weight  of  a  table- spoon  exceed  that  of  a  tea-spoon  ? 

3.  Give  the  difference  between 


?L°f_JLl 
27i 


4.  Simplify 


of  22.s.  6<7.  and  |Q  of  12s.  6(?. 
2-45  y.  3-16 


•C126 


5.  By  selling  an  article  for  28s.,  I  gained  i  of  the  prime  cost ; 
how  much  per  cent,  should  I  have  gained  if  it  had  been  sold  for 
2s.  more  than  it  was  ? 

6.  If  12  men,  working  8  hours  a  day,  could  do  4  of  a  piece  of 
work  in  20  days,  in  how  many  days  could  15  men,  working  10 
hours  a  day,  do  T7^  of  it  ? 

The  following  question  must  be  afteinjJted  by  every  can- 
didate :  — 

7.  If  1  decalitre  of  wheat  makes  6  kilog.  68  decag.  of  bread' 
find  approximately  how  many  English  gallons  of  wheat  will  be 
required  to  make  56  myriag.  1  kilog.  788  gr.  of  the  same  quality. 

ENGLISH 
(Time  allowed — from  3  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.) 

1.  Analyse  : — ■ 

"  Not  all  the  sights  your  boasted  garden  yields 
Are  half  so  lovely  as  my  father's  fields, 
Where  large  increase  has  bless'd  the  fruitful  plain, 
And  we  with  joy  behold  the  swelling  grain  !  " 

2.  Parse  fully  the  following  words  taken  from  the  passage  given 
in  Question  1  : — all,  your,  so,  as,  where,  behold,  swelling. 

3.  Correct  the  following  sentences,  giving  your  reasons  : — ■ 

(i.)  Whom  was  that  lady  putting  every  one  else  at  their 
ease. 

(ii.)  There  was  a  quarrel  and  shots  fired. 

4.  In  the  following  passage  supply  the  necessary  capital  letters 
and  put  in  the  stops  and  the  inverted  commas  where  necessary  : — 
she  rose  and  glanced  anxiously  round  the  room  then  she  looked  at 
the  door  which  communicated  with  the  adjoining  apartment  and 
suddenly  sprang  towards  it  dont  dont  go  in  there  cried  helen  im- 
ploringly mrs  dale  with  a  deadly  white  face  stopped  short  turned 
and  looked  at  her  why  not  she  asked  abruptly  in  a  whisper  why 
because  because  stammered  the  girl  it  was  in  there  you  fainted 
dont  you  remember. 

The  following  question  must  be  attempted  by  every  can- 
didate : — 

5.  Write  a  short  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects  :— 

(i.)  The  effects  of  the  Norman  Conquest, 
(ii.)  Our  Indian  Empire. 

(iii.)  The  recent  war  between  Turkey  and  Greece, 
(iv.)  The  qualifications  a  young  tradesman  should  possess  n 
order  to  succeed. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3relano. 

THE  new  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  October  6.  There 
were  present  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  jun.,  who  took  the 
chair,  and  Messrs.  Downes,  Beggs,  Kelly,  Ryan,  H.  P.  Mont- 
gomery, McKnight,  Dr.  Walsh,  Conyngham,  Bernard,  Porter, 
Professor  Tichborne,  Simpson  and  Grindley. 

The  Society's  Dinner. 

The  President  reported  that  the  first  annual  dinner  of 
the  Society  was  held  on  the  preceding  evening  in  the 
Gresham  Hotel,  was  fairly  well  attended,  and  was  a  very 
successful  meeting.  He  desired  to  personally  thank  three  of 
the  guests — Dr.  Joze,  Mr.  J.  F.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Murchison — 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  contributed  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  evening. 

The  Voting  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Mr.  Conyngham  said  he  had  to  protest  against  the  voting 
of  Monday  night.  It  was  illegal,  according  to  the  President's 
ruling. 

The  President  :  I  am 
afraid  that  will  have  to  be 
brought  forward  formally. 
It  is  necessary  for  you  to 
give  a  week's  notice,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  printed 
on  the  agenda-paper. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  If  you 
rule  that,  I  must  submit ; 
but  it  is  a  ■very  strange 
thing  that  two  men  should 
have  been  allowed  to  vote 
after  you  removed  others 
who  had  not  paid. 

The  Presidekt  :  If  any 
gentleman  knew  that 
another  was  not  entitled  to 
vote,  it  was  a  very  pecu'iar 
mode  of  proceeding  to  have 
allowed  it. 

Mr.  Conyngham:  You 
knew  that  Mr.  Holmes,  who 
had  not  paid  his  subscrip- 
tion, was  the  seconder  of  a 
motion. 

The  President  :  Before 
you  bring  charges  of  this 
sort  you  should  read  the  by- 
laws. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  You 
ruled  that  no  person  should 
be  in  the  room  who  had  not 
paid  his  subscription. 

The  President  :  Excuse 
me,  I  did  not. 

Mr.   Conyngham:  Mr. 
Alister  voted. 

The  President  :  He  did 
not  vote.  This  is  too 
serious  a  matter  to  be 
sprung  on  us.  Mr.  Conyng- 
ham's  statement  is  abso- 
lutely wrong.  What  I  said 
was  that  the  meeting  was  one  for  members  and  associates  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  that  I  would  not  allow  anyone 
else  to  stop  in  the  room.  Mr.  Holmes  is  an  original  member 
of  the  Society,  and  will  be  a  member  of  it  as  long  as  he  lives  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  was  within  his  rights  in  sitting  there  and 
voting  on  matters  that  came  before  the  meeting.  But  there  is 
a  by-law  that  any  member  or  associate  who  is  in  arrear  with 
his  subscription  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of 
members  of  Council.  I  ruled  that  he  was  not  so  entitled,  as  he 
had  not  paid  his  subscription.  That  was  not  my  ruling,  but 
the  ruling  of  my  predecessor,  which  I  followed.  As  to  the 
other  matter,  I  asked  that  those  who  were  not  members  or 
associates  should  retire,  and  I  was  not  aware  of  any  of  them 
having  voted.  When  Mr.  Alister  came  back  into  the  room,  I 
was  informed  that  he  did  not  vote. 


Mb.  E.  J.  Downes,  Pbesident. 


Mr.  Conyngham  :  Count  the  votes,  sir — count  the  votes. 
In  turning  gentlemen  out  you  did  what  has  not  been  done 
for  twentv  years. 

The  President  :  I  am  prepared  to  show  that  my  action 
was  legal. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  I  protest  against  the  voting  as  illegal. 
The  President  :  Put  it  on  the  notice-paper  for  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  I  say  the  whole  thing  was  illegal. 
The  President  :  Mr.  Alister  never  put  up  his  hand  at  all. 
I  know  where  he  sat. 
Mr.  Bernard  :  I  don't  think  he  voted. 
The  matter  then  dropped. 

Election  op  Officees. 
The  President  said  their  first  duty  was  to  elect  the 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Beggs  moved  the  election  of  Mr.  Downes  as  President 
for  the  ensuing  year.  They  knew  how  well  he  had  worked 
as  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Conyngham  seconded  the  motion,  although  he  was 
opposed  to  Mr.  Downes  in  many  things. 

Professor  Tichborne 
said  he  had  the  greatest 
respect  for  Mr.  Downes,  who 
was  a  personal  friend  of  his, 
but  he  wished  to  know  why 
they  were  departing  from 
the  ordinary  usage  by  not 
asking  Mr.  Wells  to  serve 
for  another  year.  He  was 
sure  Mr.  Downes  did  not 
want  to  oppose  Mr.  Wells — 
('•Hear,  hear"  from  Mr. 
Downes) — and  it  would  be 
right  to  pay  Mr.  Wells  the 
compliment  of  asking  him 
to  serve. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  Cer- 
tainly— oh,  certainly. 

Professor  Tichborne 
said  he  did  not  think  there 
was  a  member  of  the  board 
who  —  no  matter  how 
strongly  he  might  disagree 
with  Mr.  Wells  in  opinion — 
would  not  admit  that  he 
had  done  his  duty  in  the 
most  energetic  and  hard- 
working manner.  It  would 
therefore  be  a  kind  of  slight 
upon  him  that  he  should  be 
retired  after  two  years'  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Beggs  and  Mr. 
Conyngham  explained  that 
they  knew  Mr.  Wells  would 
not  serve,  and  Mr.  Downes 
said  nothing  would  give  him 
greater  pleasure  than  that 
Mr.  Wells  should  continue 
where  he  was. 

The  President  said  he 
had  accepted  the  office 
against  his  own  wishes,  and 
those  of  his  friends,  after 


having  refused  it  during  several  years.  Since  he  took  the  chair 
he  had  done  his  level  best,  and  given  as  much  time  to  the 
work  as  he  could.  A  chairman  should  be  neutral  in  his  deci- 
sions and  rulings,  and  he  had  put  his  own  personal  opinions 
out  of  his  head  in  every  ruling  that  he  had  made.  Before  he 
was  called  to  the  chair  he  studied  the  "  Chairman's  Hand- 
book," and  as  he  had  had  the  honour  of  acting  as  chairman 
in  other  places  he  was  no  novice.  But  there  had  been 
unpleasantness  on  more  occasions  than  one.  He  felt  keenly 
the  way  in  which  his  rulings  were  received  and  sometimes 
disregarded.  On  the  night  of  the  annual  meeting  he  re- 
quested a  reporter  to  retire,  it  being  his  (Mr.  Wells's)  expe- 
rience since  1877  that  the  annual  meetings  were  not,  with 
one  exception,  open  to  representatives  of  the  general  press  ; 
but  another  member  of  the  Council  ordered  him  to  stop, 
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and  it  was  only  after  a  good  deal  of  persuasion  that  he 
induced  the  gentleman  to  retire.  One  gentleman  brought 
assistants  to  the  meeting,  and  when  he  asked  them  to  retire 
they  would  not.  He  ruled  an  amendment  out  of  order,  and 
was;  told  that  it  was  not  out  of  order.  These  matters  not 
only  pained  him  at  the  time,  but  made  him  feel  good  for 
nothing  afterwards.  He  recognised  that  he  had  been  well 
supported,  not  only  by  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  of 
Ireland,  but  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  registered  druggists. 
He  had  constantly  heard  it  said  that  they  would  support 
him  because  they  believed  he  was  trying  to  do  what  he 
could  for  them,  and  that  they  would  support  the  Council 
because  it  was  doing  its  work  to  the  best  of  its  ability. 
Therefore,  while  he  thanked  them  most  heartily — especially 
Professor  Tichborue  and  other  members  who  had  urged  him 
to  remain  in  the  chair — he  felt  obliged  to  say  that  he  would 
under  no  circumstances  do  so.  As  long  as  he  should  be  on 
the  Council  he  would  endeavour  to  do  his  duty,  but  after 
two  years'  hard  labour  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  some 
rest. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Downes  as  President  was  then  carried 
unanimously,  and 

Mr.  Downes  took  the  chair  accordingly,  and  thanked  the 
Council  for  the  honour  of  electing  him  unanimously.  The 
responsibility  involved,  however,  made  him  anxious,  and 
the  speech  just  made  by  his  predecessor  almost  made  him 
tremble.  He  could  only  appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  to  make  the  position  as  easy  for  him  as  they  could. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CONYNGHAM,  seconded  by  Professor 
Tichborne,  Mr.  Beggs  was  unanimously  elected  Vice- 
President,  and  thanked  the  Council  for  the  honour. 

Mr.  Bernard  then  proposed  a  warm  vote  of  thanks  to 
their  late  President  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  office.  They  had  disagreed  on 
many  debateable  points;  still  he  (Mr.  Bernard)  could  not 
hide  from  himself  the  amount  of  work  that  Mr.  Wells  did, 
both  in  the  council-room  and  on  the  committees.  No  one 
respected  a  hard  worker  more  than  he  did.  The  little  dis- 
agreements that  had  occurred  were  more  the  result  of  zeal — 
parhap;  misguided  zeal — than  anything  else  ;  and  as  for  the 
opposition  to  his  rulings,  the  points  were  debateable,  and  he 
thought  Mr.  Wells  should  not  have  taken  them  so  much  to 
heart  as  he  did  They  all  recognised  Mr.  Wells's  zeal, 
energy,  and  hard-working  qualities.  They  were  all  jealous 
of  them — at  least,  he  (Mr.  Bernard)  was,  for  he  felt  that  he 
never  could  equal  them.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Montgomery  seconded  the  vote,  which  was  passed 
unanimously ;  and  Mr.  Wells  expressed  his  thanks. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Conyngham,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Wells,  Mr.  George  Grindley  was  unanimously  elected 
Treasurer ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President,  Mr. 
Simpson  and  Dr.  Walsh  were  elected  Auditors. 

Committees. 

Mr.  Ported  moved  that  Messrs.  Wells,  Bernard,  Simpson, 
Grindley,  Kelly,  Dr.  Walsh,  and  Montgomery  constitute 
the  Law  Committee. 

Mr.  Conyngham  asked  why  his  name  had  been  left  off  ? 
It  was  an  insult  to  him  to  take  his  name  off  that  committee, 
for  he  had  been  on  it  ever  since  he  came  on  the  Council.  If 
they  wished,  lie  would  retire  from  the  Council  altogether. 

Mr.  Porter  said  he  did  not  know  Mr.  Conyngham  was  on 
the  committee,  and  Mr.  Conyngham  said  Mr.  Wells  had 
■written  the  names  and  left  his  out. 

Mr.  Wells:  You  are  on  several  other  committees.  If 
Mr.  Conyngham  likes  to  canvass  to  be  put  on,  I  don't  mind. 
Some  of  us  were  on  all  the  committees  and  complaints  were 
made.  I  have  gone  over  the  committees  and  tried  to  put 
the  names  so  that  every  man  on  the  Council  will  be  on  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Conyngham:  Mr.  Bernard  objected  when  you  took 
ins  name  off  a  committee  You  wrote  it  out  with  your  own 
thands. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  did  not  write  it.  Propose  the  Law  Com- 
mittee yourself. 

Dr.  Walsh  said  he  had  not  much  experience  of  law 
matters,  and  would  gladly  resign  his  place  on  the  committee 
in  question  to  anybody  else. 

The  Vice-President  :  In  order  to  put  matters  in  order. 
1  second  the  list  that  has  been  proposed;  but  it  is  competent 
to  any  member  to  propose  other  names. 


Mr.  Conyngham  :  I  propose  that  you  add  the  name  of 
Henry  Conyngham. 

After  a  few  moments,  however, 

Mr.  Conyngham  said  :  I  withdraw  my  amendment.  Iam 
very  sorry  that,  after  having  been  such  a  number  of  years  on 
that  committee,  I  should  have  become  such  a  nuisance  that 
you  think  me  unworthy  of  the  trust.  I  leave  it  to  outside 
people  to  judge  why  this  has  been  done  ;  and  before  you  are 
a  year  older  you  may  be  a  little  wiser. 

Mr.  Porter's  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to  ncm.  con. 

The  other  committees  were  then  elected  as  follows  : — 

Committee  to  Inspect  Candidates'  Certificates : — Messrs. 
Kelly,  Bernard,  Wells,  Grindley.  Simpson,  and  O'Sullivan. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  that  the  House  and  General  Purposes 
Committee  consist  of  Messrs.  Bernard,  Porter,  Grindley. 
Conyngham,  Professor  Tichborne,  and  Turkington. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  Take  my  name  off  that,  please. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Substitute  Mr.  Ryan's  name  for  Mr.  Conyng- 
ham's. 

With  that  alteration  the  gentlemen  named  above  were 
appointed. 

School  Committee  : — Messrs.  Porter,  Grindley,  Dr.  Walsh, 
Professor  Tichborne,  and  Turkington. 

Committee  to  Examine  Declarations :— Messrs.  Hayes, 
Grindley,  Wells,  Montgomery,  and  Turkington. 

Me.  Hodgson  Resigns. 
The  Registrar  read  a  letter,  dated  August  26,  from  Mr 
E.  M.  Hodgson,  who  was  for  many  years  Treasurer  of  the 
Society,  stating  that  he  felt  constrained  to  resign  his  seat  on 
the  Council  in  consequence  of  inability  to  attend  its  meet- 
ings.   The  letter  continued  : — 

In  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  the  14th  inst.,  I  was  sorry  to 
see  in  their  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  of  the  4th 
inst.  that  my  name  was  introduced  in  connection  with  limited- 
liability  companies.  The  company  in  which  I  have  an  interest  was 
not  originally  a  limited  company,  but  was  always  carried  on  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  law— Mr.  Bewley,  the  senior  partner,  Dr. 
Hamilton,  and  Dr.  Edward  Long  all  being  licentiate  apothecaries 
according  to  the  Charter  of  1791.  At  the  death  of  Mr.  Bewley,  it 
became  necessary  to  pay  out  to  his  representatives  his  share  of  the 
capital.  This  his  surviving  partners  could  not  do  and  carry  on  the 
business ;  so  instead  of  winding  it  up  they  took  advantage  of  the 
Act  specially  provided  for  a  case  of  the  kind,  and  turned  it  into  a 
limited-liability  company ;  but  in  doing  this  they  formed  a 
directory  composed  exclusively  of  qualified  men,  all  being  either 
licentiate  apothecaries  of  the  old  school  or  pharmaceutical 
chemists.  So  it  continues  to  the  present  day.  The  managers  of 
the  various  compounding  departments  are  all  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  and  all  the  assistants  in  the  various  branches  are 
qualified  men  ;  and  I  think  it  a  mistake  for  the  Council  to  place 
such  an  establishment  as  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.  on  the  same 
footing  with  a  co-operative  store  where  all  sorts  of  goods  are  sold, 
and  where  none  of  the  managers  are  qualified  or  know  anything 
whatever  about  drugs,  unless  the  one  individual  in  the  department 
set  apart  for  compounding  prescriptions.  Many  circumstances 
may  arise,  by  death  or  otherwise,  when  the  adoption  of  the  Limited 
Liability  Act  might  be  desirable  ;  and  why  should  the  business_  of 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist  be  the  only  one  debarred  from  taking 
advantage  of  a  very  wise  Act  of  Parliament  ?  But  where  adopted  I 
think  the  Council  should  see  that  the  directory  and  all  assistants 
in  the  compounding  department  are  fully  qualified ;  and  where 
these  conditions  are  not  complied  with,  they  should  adopt  every 
legal  means  to  put  down  compounding  in  such  establishments  as 
unjust  to  the  qualified  men  and  dangerous  to  the  public.  In  doing 
so  they  would  have  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  body. 

Mr.  Hodgson,  in  conclusion,  thanked  the  President  and 
Council  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  that  they  had  uniformly 
exhibited  to  him. 

The  President  :  I  am  quite  sure  there  is  not  one  of  us 
who  does  not  regret  the  determination  Mr.  Hodgson  has 
come  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Professor  Tichborne,  seconded  by  the 
Vice-President,  the  resignation  was  accepted  with  regret. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  It  might  be  well,  now  that  a  vacancy, 
caused  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Hodgson  from  the  Council, 
has  to  be  filled,  that  gentlemen  representing  the  registered 
druggists  should  take  the  opportunity  of  putting  forward  a 
candidate. 

The  President  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Wells:  I  have  had  that  matter  in  view,  and  have 
written  to  different  friends  in  the  country,  asking  them  to 
name  a  registered  druggist,  and  saying  that  I  should  be  very 
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glad  to  bring  his  name  forward.  I  received  the  name  of  one 
gentleman  who  is  willing  to  act,  and  who  is  a  man  in  whom 
we  should  have  every  confidence.  I  am  not  asking  you  to 
accept  him  ;  I  am  merely  stating  that  he  is  willing  to  join. 
At  every  election  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  I  have  been 
trying  to  get  a  registered  druggist. 

Professor  Tichborne  :  We  should  have  a  registered  drug- 
gist who  has  been  a  subscriber. 

Dr  Walsh  :  Would  you  think  of  applying  to  the  Druggists' 
Association  in  Belfast  ? 

The  President  :  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Wells  :  They  have  only  five  subscribing  members  in 
the  whole  of  Belfast. 

The  President  :  I  was  told  that  if  we  wanted  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  druggists  we  should  ask  that  Association  to 
nominate  one,  and  I  said  that  we  would  do  no  such  thiDg — 
that  we  did  not  le  cognise  them. 

Letters  from  Mr.  G.  Gibson  and  Mr.  O'Neill,  submitting 
complaints  that  registered  druggists  were  not  sufficiently 
considered,  were  referred  to,  but  no  action  was  taken  on 
them. 

The  Medals. 

Mr.  Kelly  moved — 

That  candidates  holding  the  diplomas  of  other  licensing 
bodies  be  excluded  from  receiving  the  medals  of  the 
Society,  even  though  they  get  the  required  marks. 
That  the  medals  be  restricted  to  candidates  from  our 
own  schools,  as  it  is  by  them  the  medals  are  provided. 
That  re-examined  candidates  be  excluded,  even  though 
they  get  the  required  marks. 

The  Preliminary  examination  of  the  Society,  he  said,  was 
not  accepted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  at  the  other  side 
of  the  water,  and  it  would,  therefore,  be  unfair  to  leave  the 
medals  open  to  candidates  who  had  fulfilled  apprenticeship 
and  taken  out  lectures  on  the  other  side.  At  the  examination 
held  for  the  medals,  the  man  whose  marks  were  next  to  Mr. 
Scott's  was  a  Minor  from  England.  To  allow  re-examined 
candidates  to  compete  would  be  to  allow  to  one  class  of  men 
two  "  shots"  and  to  another  only  one. 

Mr.  Bernabd  seconded  the  motion  formally,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  discussion. 

The  President  said  he  should  not  approve  of  the  exclusion 
of  re-examined  candidates  from  the  competition.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  of  opinion  that  such  candidates  should 
rather  be  encouraged  to  come  forward.  But  he  held  with 
Mr.  Kelly  that  candidates  who  held  the  licences  of  other 
bodies  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  compete.  He  did  not  think, 
however,  that  the  medals  should  be  restricted  to  candidates 
from  the  Society's  own  schools. 

Dr.  Walsh  said  he  was  opposed  to  every  part  of  the 
motion.  Such  restrictions  as  were  proposed  would  very 
much  lessen  the  value  of  the  medals.  These  should  be  given 
to  the  best  men  of  the  year.  It  would  be  very  small-minded 
to  confine  them  to  their  own  schools.  Mr.  Kelly's  own  ex- 
perience of  examinations  must  have  shown  him  that  excel- 
lent candidates  often  failed  from  nervousness,  or  some  other 
accidental  cause,  and  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  to  shut 
these  out  from  competition.  The  very  fact  of  a  medal  being 
open  to  them  would  encourage  them  to  go  in  for  a  fresh  six 
months'  work. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  re-echoed  everything  that  Dr.  Walsh 
had  said.  Every  one  of  the  objections  had  been  considered 
in  committee,  and  the  committee  arrived  at  exactly  the 
same  conclusion  that  Dr.  Walsh  had  expressed. 

After  some  further  adverse  criticism,  Mr.  Kelly  withdrew 
his  motion. 

New  Members  and  Associates. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  seconded  by  the  Pbesident' 
the  following  were  elected  members  of  the  Society : — Messrs- 
Austin,  Londonderry  ;  J.  Deans,  Belfast ;  J.  T.  Turner,  Dublin  ; 
J.  Walsh,  Maghera ;  J.  J.  Broderick,  Fermoy ;  and  Dr.  T.  W. 
Eice,  Mountmellick. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  the  following  were  nomi- 
nated for  membership  :— Messrs.  F.  H.  Brady,  Dublin  ;  G.  H 
Carleton,  Belfast ;  and  W.  G.  Mitchell,  Londonderry. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  seconded  by  the  President, 
the  following  were  elected  associate-druggists  : — Messrs.  B. 
Chadwick,  Borrisoleigh ;  R.  C.  Dorman,  Cork;  and  D.  P. 
Nunan,  Charleville. 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  the  following  were  nomi- 
nated for  election  as  associate-druggists :— Messrs.  Robert 
Spence,  Castleblaney  ;  and  Michael  Sweeney,  Loughrea. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION. 

The  following  have  passed: — J.  T.  Doyle,  J.  A.  Donaghy, 
C.  Cox,  J.  Maher,  R.  A.  Wilson,  J.  McCormack,  (T.  J.  Beste 
and  F.  Maxwell,  equal),  A.  Porter,  P.  M.  Nolan,  M.  J.  Nolan, 
T.  H.  L.  Adderley,  J.  Hartrey,  J.  O'Brien,  (J.  C.  Scott  and  W. 
J.  Wade,  equal),  Agnes  M.  Walshe,  A.  J.  Byrne.  Eighteen 
candidates  were  rejected. 


flDarriaoes. 

Last — Southgate. — On  October  6,  at  Turret  Green 
Chapel,  Ipswich,  by  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Dowsett,  Mr.  Ernest  C. 
Last,  chemist  and  druggist,  Accrington,  to  Kate,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  Southgate,  of  Ipswich  and 
Witnesham. 

Le  Brocq— Veasey. — By  special  licence,  at  St  Luke's 
Church,  September  30,  by  the  Rev.  Alick  C.  Leech,  P.  D.  Le 
Brocq,  29  Queen  Street,  Jersey,  pharmacist,  to  Sissie  Veasey,  of 
Derby  House,  Havre  des  Pas,  widow  of  Capt.  William  Veasey, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Philip  Blanc. 


2)eatb0» 

Dyson.— On  October  10,  Mr.  Alfred  Dyson,  J.P.,  at  his 
residence,  42  Church  Street,  Flint.  Aged  63.  Mr.  Dyson 
was  for  many  years  manager  of  Messrs.  Muspratt  Brothers' 
chemical-works  at  Flint,  and  when  that  business  was 
acquired  by  the  United  Alkali  Company  he  became  managing 
director  of  the  former  concern — a  position  which  he  held 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Geeenshields. — On  September  28,  Mr.  William  Green- 
shields,  chemist  and  druggist,  Petersfield,  Hants.    Aged  54. 

HAYS. — Mr.  David  Hays,  treasurer  of  the  New  York 
College  of  Pharmacy,  died  on  September' 15  at  Pleasantville, 
Westchester  County,  N.Y.,  at  the  age  of  77.  Mr.  Hays  was 
a  descendant  of  Jacob  Hays,  the  High  Constable  and  Sheriff 
of  New  York,  and  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best-known 
pharmacists  in  the  city. 

Luff. — On  September  29,  Mr.  William  Luff,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Oxford.    Aged  52. 

Moryoseph. — Mr.  Abraham  Moryoseph,  drug-merchant, 
of  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.,  died  on  Thursday,  October  7,  at 
his  residence,  19  Petherton  Road,  Canonbury,  under  distress- 
ing circumstances.  Mr.  Moryoseph,  who  was  a  strict  mem- 
ber of  the  Jewish  Church,  fasted  for  twenty-four  hours  on 
the  day  before  his  death  (which  was  the  Hebrew  Day  of 
Atonement),  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  had  for  some  time 
been  in  very  poor  health.  On  the  Thursday  morning 
his  son  Emmanuel,  a  boy  of  10,  who  slept  in  the  same  room 
with  the  deceased  gentleman,  heard  his  father  fall  on 
the  floor  groaning.  Medical  aid  was  summoned,  but  Mr. 
Moryoseph  had  lost  consciousness,  and  died  within  half  an 
hour.  At  the  inquest,  Dr.  W.  C.  Whurley,  of  Green  Lanes, 
N.,  stated  that  Mr.  Moryoseph  was  suffering  from  a  weak 
heart,  and  that  death  was  due  to  syncope,  and  a  verdict  was- 
returned  in  accord  with  this  evidence.  Mr.  Moryoseph,  who 
was  56  years  of  age,  had  been  known  in  London  whole- 
sale drug-circles  for  more  than  thirty  years.  His  business, 
was  largely  with  Morocco,  and  although  he  dealt  in  many 
kinds  of  produce,  he  was  chiefly  known  by  druggists  as  an 
operator  in  aloes,  musk,  tragacanth  scum  and  opium.  He 
seemed  to  have  an  especial  fancy  for  Curasao  aloes,  and  was 
for  many  years  by  far  the  largest  owner  of  that  drug  ia 
London.  All  who  knew  Mr.  Moryoseph  respected  him 
highly  for  his  business  integrity  and  his  many  personal 
virtues,  not  the  least  of  which  were  his  want  of  self-assertion 
and  his  kindliness  of  disposition.  The  deceased  gentleman, 
who  was  a  widower,  leaves  two  young  sons. 
.  Taylob.— On  October  4,  Mrs.  Taylor,  wife  of  Mr.  J.  H. 
Taylor,  chemist,  St.  Annes.    Aged  26. 
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TLeaal  IReports, 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DEUGS  ACT. 

Liniment  of  Camphor. 

At  the  Sheffield  City  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr. 
H.  J.  Wilson,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Frank  Mappin,  Mr.  Alfred 
Alcock,  chemist,  318  Shales  Moor,  was  summoned  at  tlie 
instance  of  the  Corporation  for  having  sold,  on  September  7, 
8  oz.  of  liniment  of  camphor,  which  was  certified  to  be  com- 
posed of  camphor  20  per  cent.,  olive  oil  12  per  cent.,  and 
mineral  oil  68  per  cent.  Mr.  H.  Sayer,  Town  Clerk  pro  tern., 
who  conducted  the  prosecution,  said  the  defendant  was 
summoned  for  having  sold  liniment  of  camphor  not  pre- 
pared according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  It  was  true 
that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  not  specifically  made 
the  standard  by  the  Act,  but  it  had  been  held  in  several 
cases  that  it  was  to  be  accepted  in  all  those  cases ;  and  in 
White  v.  Bywater,  a  Sheffield  case,  where  the  chemist  sold 
tincture  of  opium  which  was  deficient  in  strength,  as  com- 
pared with  the  standard  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  it  was  held 
by  Lord  Coleridge  (Chief  Justice)  and  Mr.  Justice  Smith 
that  he  was  rightly  convicted,  although  the  purchaser  did 
not  ask  for  the  tincture  prepared  according  to  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.  In  this  instance  liniment  of  camphor  was 
asked  for.  It  is  used  largely  for  rubbing  young  children 
suffering  from  bronchitis.  The  addition  of  mineral  oil  in 
place  of  olive  oil  much  reduced  the  emollient  in  the  lini- 
ment, and  therefore  would  necessitate  more  of  the  article 
being  used.  Further,  the  action  of  mineral  oil  on  delicate 
skins  was  often  very  objectionable,  and,  as  the  Bench  could 
imagine,  mineral  oil  was  much  cheaper  than  olive  oil.  The 
analyst's  certificate,  after  giving  the  composition  of  the 
sample,  stated  that,  "according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
liniment  of  camphor  is  prepared  by  mixing  1  oz.  of  camphor 
with  4  fl.  oz.  of  olive  oil.  In  the  case  of  the  sample  the 
olive  oil  was  largely  replaced  by  mineral  oil.  This  substitu- 
tion is  objectionable,  as,  besides  being  cheaper,  mineral  oil 
has  not  the  same  therapeutic  properties  as  olive  oil." 

Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson :  You  do  not  specify  whether  there  shall 
be  any  mineral  oil  or  not. 

Mr.  Sayer :  There  ought  not  to  be  any  mineral  oil. 

Inspector  J.  Duro  proved  the  purchase  of  the  liniment 
from  the  defendant  personally.    He  paid  Is.  for  the  8  oz. 

Mr.  Alcock,  in  defence,  stated  that  all  he  could  say  was 
the  full  quantity  of  camphor  was  there,  but  vaseline  oil  was 
used  in  place  of  olive  oil,  though  there  was  a  proportion  of 
the  latter.  Camphcr  liniment  was  not  sold ;  in  fact,  there 
was  not  a  pennyworth  of  it  sold  in  twelve  months.  It  was 
sold  as  camphorated  oil,  and  it  was  as  that  he  labelled  the 
bottle. 

Mr.  Sayer  said  the  point  was  what  defendant  was  asked 
for,  not  what  he  sold  it  as.  He  was  asked  for  liniment  of 
camphor. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson  (to  Inspector  Duro)  :  Did  you  notice  that 
the  bottle  was  labelled  "Camphorated  oil"? — Yes,  sir,  my 
bottle.    Did  you  make  any  remark  on  that? — No,  sir. 

Mr.  Sayer :  That  is  the  popular  name  for  it,  the  doctor 
tells  me. 

Mr.  Wilson  :  It  seems  to  me  a  strong  point. 

Mr.  Alcock :  There  is  not  a  pennyworth  sold  in  a  year. 
Not  only  that,  the  preparation  he  got  was  quite  equal  in 
every  respect,  if  not  better.  I  do  not  remember  when  I  was 
asked  for  it  before,  and  if  I  had  not  known  what  he  wanted 
I  should  not  have  been  able  to  serve  him. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  Magistrates  did  not  see  that  the 
question  of  the  frequency  with  which  the  preparation  was 
asked  for  had  anything  to  do  with  the  case.  Sixty-eight 
per  cent,  was  not  a  trifling  matter,  and  the  defendant  would 
be  fined  11.,  including  costs. 


Boric  Acid  in  Butter. 

At  Barry  Dock  Police  Court,  on  October  11,  a  firm  of 
grocers  were  summoned  for  selling  butter  containing  5  per 
cent,  of  boric  acid.  Dr.  Williams,  medical  officer  of  health, 
said  this  was  an  excessive  quantity.  One  in  400  was  all  that 
was  necessary  to  preserve  butter  when  no  common  salt  had 
been   used.    Dr.   Treharne,  who  gave    evidence  for  the 


defence,  said  in  his  opinion  the  quantity  of  boric  acid  used 
was  not  injurious  to  health.  The  Bench  thought  there  was 
an  element  of  doubt  as  to  the  precise  quantity  of  boric 
acid  in  the  sample  analysed,  and  therefore  dismissed  the 
case.  A  similar  summons  was  heard  against  a  dairyman. 
In  this  instance  the  quantity  of  boric  acid  in  the  butter  was 
equivalent  to  60  gr.  to  the  pound.  This  Dr.  Williams 
considered  injurious  to  health.  'I  lie  Bench  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  boric  acid  had  been  added  to  the  butter 
in  a  very  haphazard  sort  of  way,  and  fined  the  defendant 
20s.  and  costs. 


MINERAL-WATER  MANUFACTURERS  AND  THE 
FACTORIES  ACT. 
Mr.  William  Octayius  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  ancl 
proprietor  of  a,  mineral-water  factory  at  Fareham,  Hants, 
has  been  summoned  for  allowing  Walter  Ayres  (15)  to  work 
after  8  p.m.,  contrary  to  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts. 
The  information  was  laid  by  Captain  J.  F.  Bevan,  Inspector 
of  Factories,  who  stated  that  he  went  to  the  factory  and 
found  the  boy  working  at  9  p.m.  The  defendant  having 
expressed  his  regret,  and  promised  that  the  irregularity 
should  not  be  repeated,  he  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs,  13s 


THE  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ACT. 
At  Scarborough  Police-court  on  October  8,  Mr.  Robert  John 
Simms,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ramshill  Road,  Scarborough, 
was  summoned  for  being  in  possession  of  a  weighing-instru- 
ment which  was  not  stamped  on  September  27.  The  in- 
spector stated  that  defendant  was  warned  in  May  last  for 
not  having  the  machine  stamped.  In  cross-examination  he 
said  there  was  not  a  mark  upon  the  beam  to  show  that  it  had 
at  one  time  been  stamped.  Defendant  had  told  him  that  he 
had  had  the  machine  for  twenty-three  years,  and  that  no 
inspector  had  called  his  attention  before  to  the  fact  that  the 
machine  was  not  stamped.  He  did  not  say  that  if  it  re- 
quired stamping  he  would  send  it  down  when  the  season  was 
over.  It  was  not  the  case  that  he  had  been  told  by  the  com- 
mittee not  to  harass  people  if  the  weights  were  not  against 
the  purchaser ;  his  instructions  were  to  carry  out  the  Act, 
The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  10s.  including  costs. 


Bankruptcies  an£>  failures. 


Re  Robert  Austerberhy,  Pontefract,  Liquorice-refiner. 

The  adjourned  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  held1 
at  the  Wakefield  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  7.  On  the 
application  of  the  trustee's  representative  a  fuither  adjourn- 
ment was  granted,  and  debtor  was  ordered  to  furnish  a  state- 
ment showing  what  he  paid  for  certain  property  when  he 
bought  it,  what  he  had  sold  off,  and  its  present  value. 


Re  Geo.  Handel  Opexshaw,  formeily  carrying  on  business 
as  a  chemist  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Booth  in  Darwen 
Street,  Blackburn,  Chemist. 

On  October  13,  at  the  Blackburn  Bankruptcy  Court,  this 
debtor  came  up  for  his  adjourned  public  examination.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Carter,  representing  the  trustee,  asked  the  debtor  a 
few  questions  with  regard  to  a  loan  of  400Z.,  stated  to  have 
been  made  to  him  by  his  father,  50Z.  of  which  the  debtor 
said  he  had  repaid.  He  considered  the  balance  belonged  to 
him,  because  some  of  the  family  had  overdrawn  the  sum 
due  to  them.    The  examination  was  closed. 


Re  Llewellyn  Vosper  Rees,  11  Woodwell  Crescent, 
St.  George's  Road,  Bristol,  Chemist. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  creditors,  held  at  Bristol  on 
October  6,  the  Official  Receiver  reported  that  the  debtor  had 
lodged  with  him  a  proposal  for  a  composition  to  be  submitted 
to  the  creditors.  He  proposed  to  pay  7s.  6d.  in  the  pound  to 
all  creditors,  except  Miss  Alice  Parser,  who  claims  to  be  a> 
creditor  for  about  300Z.  for  money  lent,  and  has  undertaken 
not  to  prove  against  the  estate  if  the  composition  be 
accepted,  payable  in  cash  within  fourteen  days  after  the 


622 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


October  16,  1897 


approval  of  such  composition  by  the  Court.  The  liabilities, 
as  stated  by  the  debtor,  amount  to  107/.  IBs.  Id.,  and  the 
assets  are  estimated  by  him  at  32/.  9i ,  after  payment  of 
preferential  debts.  The  Official  Receiver  considered  that  it 
would  be  in  the  interests  of  the  creditors  to  accept  the 
proposal.  If  Miss  Parser's  claim  were  enforced,  the 
dividend  payable  under  bankruptcy  would  only  reach  about 
Ad.  in  the  pound  The  offer  has  been  agreed  to,  and  now 
awaits  confirmation  by  the  Court. 


SDeeos  of  arrangement. 

Dunkerley,  James  Benjamin,  Chatham  Street,  Clayton,  and  194 
Hyde  Roal,  Manchester,  chemical  manufacturer  and  pawnbroker. 
Trustee,  George  Ibeson,  76  Derby  Street,  Macclesfield,  chartered 
accountant.  Dated,  September  28 ;  filed,  October  5.  Secured 
creditors,  2,749?.  16s. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  1,574/.  19s.  Id.  •  estimated 


net  assets,  437/.  18s.  Id.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£  J.  d. 

Allen,  W.,  Manchester   15  0  0 

Bird,  J.,  Manchester                              •..       ..  125  0  0 

Bradbury  &  Hirsjh,  Liverpool    1737  0  0 

Ellison,  H.,  Cleckheaton    247  0  0 

Holland,  V.,  Manchester    36  0  0 

Horrocks,  T.,  Manchester    79  0  0 

Kelsall  Brothers,  Ashton-under-Lyne        , .       . .  68  0  0 

Knott,  W.,  Manchester    10  0  0 

Lancashire  &  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  Man- 
chester ..      .,    120  0  0 

Longton  Corporation,  Longton       . .       . .       . .  450  0  0 

Overseers  of  Manchester,  Manchester                ..  12  0  0 

Royse,  S.  W.,  &  Co.,  Manchester    98  0  0 

Selkirk,  — ,  Manchester    1,000  0  0 

Sutton,  J.,  Manchester                                    ..  93  0  0 

Swain,  W.  F.,  Manchester   12  0  0 

Bankers'  claims   182  0  0 


Hewitt,  Joseph  Frederick,  trading  as  "J.F.Hewitt"  (late  Black- 
sliaw),  35  Market  Place,  Burslem,  dispensing  chemist.  Trustee, 
Henry  W.  Figgins,  Hanley,  accountant.  Dated,  September  29  ;  filed, 
October  6.  Secured  creditors,  72'.;  liabilities  unsecured,  795'.;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  289.'.   (No  amounts  given  in  schedule  of  creditor's.) 

In  May,  1892,  we  reported  a  deed  of  arrangement  filed  by 
Mr.  Robert  Kirkness,  chemist,  Cadoxton,  South  Wales,  with 
unsecured  liabilities  243/.  15j.  6d.,  and  estimated  net  assets 
140/.  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  are  now  able  to 
report  that  Mr.  Kirkness,  who  is  now  in  business  at  Paignton, 
South  Devon,  has  just  paid  in  full  the  amounts  owing  at  that 
time  to  his  creditors. 


<3a3ette. 

PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Holmes,  C.  D.,  fflesser,  A.  W.,  and  Bunting,  T.  L.,  under  the 
style  of  Holmes,  Messer  &  Bunting,  Newburn,  Lemiugfcon,  and  Scots- 
wood,  Northumberland,  surgeons  and  general  medical  practitioners. 

Lovell,  A.,  and  Player,  E.  S.,  under  the  style  of  Wetton  &  Co., 
Cheltenham,  medical  electricians. 

Warner,  P.,  and  Landon,  E.  E.  B.,  under  the  style  of  Warner  & 
Landon,  Woodford  Green,  Essex,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Receiving  Order. 
Pearson,  Thomas  Robert,  Harrogate,  surgeon. 

Adjudication. 

Lacy,  Herbert  (carrying  on  business  as  E.  Lacy  &  Ox),  WliitecUapel 
Road,  E.,  and  Leigh-on-Sea,  chemist. 


Bew  Companies  ant)  Company 
flews. 

Dock  Soap  Company  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  Southgate  Manu- 
facturing Company  (Limited)  and  its  liquidator,  and  lo 
manufacture  and  deal  in  soaps,  candles,  tallow,  oil,  stearine, 
paraffin,  glycerine,  chemicals,  &c. 


Anglo-Russian  Petroleum  Company  (Limited).  — 
Capital  120,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  Wm.  S.  M.  Knight,  and  to  search,  bore,  and 
mine  for,  refine,  and  deal  in  petroleum,  &c.  Registered 
office,  65  and  66  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 

Vidal  Fixed  Aniline  Dyes  (Limited).— Capital  300.000/. 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  the 
Fixed  Aniline  Colour  Syndicate  (Limited),  and  to  deal  with 
an  invention  for  the  production  and  manufacture  of  colouring 
matters.  Director's  qualification,  200/.  Remuneration,  1,100/. 
per  annum,  divisible. 

North  Staffordshire  Mineral-waters  Company 
(Limited).— Capital  10,000/..  in  11.  shares:  To  acquire  the 
business  of  "  Wilkinson  &  Ingham,"  of  Burslem,  Staffs,  to 
adopt  an  agreement  with  E.  H.  Cowlishaw,  and  to  manufac- 
ture and  deal  in  mineral  and  aerated  waters  and  other 
beverages,  essences,  chemicals,  and  cordials. 

Commercial  Development  Corporation  (Limited). — 
Capital  200,000/ ,  in  1/.  shares  (10,000  deferred).  To  acquire 
the  patents  relating  to  an  improved  electrolyser  granted  to 
J.  G.  A.  Rhodin,  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Alfred  R. 
Harvey,  and  to  carry  on  (inter  alia)  the  business  of  alkali 
manufacturers  and  manufacturing  chemists.  The  first  direc- 
tors are  A.  R.  Harvey,  Christopher  Walker,  W.  Bannister, 
W.  Cruit,  G.  A.  Grindle,  S.  Btighouse,  J.  McMurray,  and  T. 
Durrant.  Qualification,  1  000/.  Remuneration,  two  guineas 
each  per  board  meeting  attended. 

Cook's  Magic  Annihilator  Company  (Limited).— 
Capital  1,000/.  in  5s.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  a  com- 
pound called  "  Cook's  Magic  Annihilator,"  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  analytical  chemists,  and 
dealers  in  pharmaceutical  preparations,  drugs,  oils,  fats, 
soaps,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  : — 
John  Cook,  George  Green,  Slough,  Bucks,  manufacturer ;  N. 
F.  Hibbit,  85  Elizabeth  Road,  Upton  Park,  E  ,  model  maker ; 
J.  Smith,  141  High  Street,  Uxbridge,  grocer;  F.  Horwood, 
Sussex  Place,  Slough,  postman;  H.  Plark,  publican,  and  A. 
Plank,  stoker,  George  Green,  Slough ;  F.  Fisher,  Slough, 
butcher. 

Barrett  &  Elers  (Limited). — Capital  130,000/.,  in  11. 
shares  (65, COO  preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  busi- 
ness of  a  company  of  the  same  name  (registered  in  1888),  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  said  company  and  its 
liquidators,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  bottle-makers, 
bottle-stopper  makers,  makers  of  "  Barrett's  screw  stoppers," 
carbonic-acid  gas  manufacturers,  chemists,  bottlers,  &c. 
The  first  directors  are  Charles  G.  Elers,  John  J.  Yarley, 
Edward  S.  Crick,  and  W.  Somers  L.  Schuster.  Qualification, 
250/.  Remuneration,  700/.  per  annum,  divisible.  Registered 
office,  268  South  Lambeth  Road,  London,  S.W. 

Wilkinson  &  Simpson  (Limited).— Capital  55  000/. 
in  10/  shares  (2,500  6/.  per  cent,  cumulative  prefeience). 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  as  "Wilkinson 
and  Simpson,"  at  24,  30  and  32  Newgate  Street,  and  at 
Dispensary  Lane,  Low  Friar  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  to 
adopt  an  agreement  with  Thomas  T.  Wilkinson,  Thomas 
Simpson  and  Lionel  Williamson,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturing  chemists,  wholesale  and  retail  druggists, 
sauce  and  baking-powder  manufacturers,  and  dealers  in 
patent  medicines  and  druggists'  sundries.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share)  are:— T.  T.  Wilkinson,  1 
Hawthorn  Terrace,  Newcastle,  wholesale  and  retail  chemist; 
T.  Simpson.  12  Haldane  Terrace,  Newcastle,  wholesale  drug- 
gist;  L.  Williamson,  46  Bmclon  Terrace,  Newcastle,  chemist  ; 
John  L.  Wilkinson,  17  Kenil worth  Terrace,  Newcastle,  clerk; 
Geo.  H.  Snowdon,  2  Balmoral  Terrace,  Go^forth,  Newcastle, 
manager;  George  Gib.-on,  13  East  Parade,  Newcastle,  travel- 
ler; John  Kinnis.  22  Ivy  Road,  Gosforth,  Newcastle, 
traveller  The  first  directors  are  the  above  seven  subscribers. 
Qualification,  1 000/.  Remuneration,  as  the  company  may 
decide. 

A.  &  F.  Pears  (Limited)  have  declared  a  dividend  at 
the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  preference  shares 
and  12  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  leaving  a  balance  of 
2,745/.  to  be  carried  forward. 

The  Vimbos  Company.— The  Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch 
is  publishing  some  startling  revelations  in  regard  to  the 
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conversion  of  the  Scottish  Fluid  Beef  Company  (Limited) 
into  Vimbos  (Limited).  It  is  alleged  that  a  little  before  the 
property  was  sold  to  the  latter  company  for  55,000/.,  it  had 
been  offered  to  the  Bovril  Company  for  3,800/.,  and  that  the 
Bovril  Company  was  not  willing  to  give  more  than  about 
1,500/.  or  2,000/.  for  it ;  and  that  the  balance  sheet  with  the 
original  company's  own  valuations  revealed  an  excess  of 
liabilities  over  assets  of  525/.  6s.  6d. 


Ipttlieratefo  §xl  of  Star-ante*. 

By  John  C.  Umuey,  F.C.S. 


QTAR-ANISE  and  cassia  oils  are  the  most  important 
D  essential  oils  exported  from  China.  While  impure 
cassia  oil  has  been  the  subject  of  much  adverse  criticism 
in  trade  journals  (see  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist, 
vol.  xxxvii.,  page  201;  vol.  xlviii.,  page  613),  star-anise  oil 
(from  Illiciumi  anisatiim),  in  so  far  as  adulteration  is 
concerned,  has  not  been  commented  upon,  although  anise 
oil  from  aniseeds  (jPimpinella  Anisuvi)  has  been  stated  to 
have  been  met  with  containing  fennel  oil. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  sophistication  of  cassia 
oil  colophony  is  used,  such  resin  being  freely  soluble  in  the 
essential  oil,  the  admixture  being  practically  unnoticeable,  and 
the  presence  of  the  adulterant  beiDg  determined  by  the  high 
residue  after  distillation  and  low  percentage  of  cinnamic 
aldehyde. 

So  frequent  was  this  form  of  adulteration,  and  so  constant, 
were  the  wranglings  between  importers  and  buyers  over  the 
purity  of  this  oil,  that  three-fourths  of  the  cassia  oil  now  sold  in 
London,  whether  at  public  auction  or  by  private  contract,  is 
sold  according  to  its  content  of  cinnamic  aldehyde. 

Star-anise' oil,  as  it  reaches  the  port  of  London,  has  been 
fairly  uniform  in  character,  and  for  this,  amongst  other 
reasons,  it  is  therefore  highly  desirable  that  attention  should 
be  promptly  called  to  any  departure  from  this  rule,  especially 
when  in  a  fraudulent  direction. 

A  recent  import  of  star-anise  oil  of  about  600  lbs.  (nine 
cases)  was  found  to  be  so  varied  in  character  that  an  arbitra- 
1ion  upon  its  merits  followed,  and  the  brokers  into  whose 
hands  a  decision  upon  the  matter  was  placed  had  no 
difficulty  in  concluding  that  one  part  of  the  consignment 
was  different  from  the  other,  and  might  consequently  be 
adulterated.  Accordingly,  I  received  instructions  to  examine 
and  report  upon  samples  drawn  frocs  each  of  the  nine  cases 
of  this  oil,  with  the  following  results : — 


Pure  Samples 

Adulterated  Samples 

Specific 

Melting-point 

Specific 

Melting-point 

No. 

Gravity 

after 

No. 

Gravity 

after 

at  15°  C.* 

Solidification 

at  15°  C. 

Solidification 

■ 

1 

•981 

15-8°  C. 

.5 

•894 

5-7°  C. 

1 

•981 

16-0=  C. 

6 

•926 

9-7°  C. 

■981 

16-0C  C. 

7 

•939 

11-5°  C. 

4 

■982 

16-2°  C. 

8 

■920 

8  8°  C. 

9 

•910 

7-8°  C. 

It  was  obvious  from  these  characters  that  the  five  sampler, 
Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  possessed  features  quite  different  from 
those  of  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  which  had  all  the  characters  of 
genuine  star-anise  oil. 

Attempts  were  made  to  separate  the  abnormal  constituent 
by  means  of  alcohol  of  various  strengths,  but  with  only 
partial  success.  A  considerable  quantity  of  the  oil,  there- 
fore, was  treated  with  strong  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  residue 
separated  and  washed.  It  was  found  to  consist  of  a  light 
hydrocarbon  (petroleum)  oil  of  specific  gravity  '835  at  15°  C, 
the  oil  being  by  no  means  highly  purified,  but  possessed  of  a 


*  The  specific  gravities  are  recorded  at  15°  C.  as  they  are  easily- 
taken  at  that  temperature,  owing  to  the  oil  being  readily  cooled 
below  its  normal  solidifying-point.  (See  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  vol.  xxxiv.,  page  22P.) 


disagreeable  odour,  which  was  slightly  noticeable  in  the  five 
adulterated  samples. 

The  proportion  of  petroleum  present  varied  in  the  different 
cases,  and  by  calculation  appeared  to  be  approximately  as 
under  : — 

Probable  Degree  of  Adulteration. 

No.  5    ...    56  per  cent. 

„  6   37 

„  7   36 


The  recent  advance  in  the  price  of  star-anise  oil  and  the 
active  demand  for  this  oil  at  this  season  of  the  year,  together 
with  the  large  quantities  sold  for  delivery  during  the  last 
months  of  the  year,  render  it  necessary  that  importers  should 
be  on  their  guard  against  this  clumsy  sophistication  on  the 
part  of  the  Chinese. 

Genuine  star-anise  oil  should  have  a  specific  gravity  of  not 
less  than  -980  at  15°  C,  and  should  melt,  after  solidification, 
at  a  temperature  not  lower  than  15°  C. 


ftrat>e*flDark0  HppUet)  for, 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marls  Journal,"  October  13, 1897.) 

Figure  of  winged  bull  and  wording,  "  Speedikeur,  for  coughs  ,r 
for  a  medicine  for  human  use  for  the  cure  of  coughs,  not 
being  a  preparation  of  mustard  or  of  mustard  oil.  By  J.  W. 
Heekes,  55  St.  Martin's  Lane,  Strand,  London,  W.C., 
chemist  and  druggist.  202,432.  Essential  particular :  the 
device. 

"  Vono  " ;  for"  medicinal  powders,  ointments,  pills,  and  other 
medicinal " preparations,  all  being  for  human  use.  By  John 
Walters,  52  West  Street,  Oldham,  botanic  and  drug  dealer. 
206,597. 

Sketch  of  label  with  wording,  "  Emerson's  Compound  Balsam  of 
Tola  and  Honey,"  &c.  ;  for  a  medicine  for  human  use.  By 
T.  Clarkson,  Brampton  House,  Westbourne  Road,  West 
Hartlepool,  chemist  and  druggist.  206,799. 

"  Sepolene "  ;  for  patent  medicines  for  human  use.  By  W. 
Butterfiekl,  56  Bolton  Road,  Nova  Scotia,  Blackburn,  Lanes, 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  207,048. 

"  Clakoma  "  ;  for  all  preparations  included  in  Class  3.  By 
W.  Gardner,  28  Newington  Boad,  Edinburgh,  chemist  and 
druggist.  207,655. 

"  Velteau  "  ;  for  medical  and  surgical  bandages.  By  Max  Picot, 
46  Rue  de  Paradis,  Paris,  France.  206,633. 


Hew  !Book0. 


Any  booh  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  ivorld  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Mendek'eff,  D. —  The  Principles  of  Chemistry.  Translated  from 
the  Russian  (sixth  edition)  by  Geo.  Kamensky,  A.R.S.M.  of  the 
Imperial  Mint,  St.  Petersburg.  Edited  by  T.  A.  Lawson,  B.Sc, 
Examiner  in  Coal-tar  Products  to  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London 
Institute.  Royal  8vo.  Cloth.  With  illustrations  in  text.  36s. 
(Longmans.) 

Smith,  J.  Hamblin. — An  Elementary  Treatise  on  the  Metric 
System  of  Weights  and  Measures.  8vo.  Cloth.  Pp.  103. 
2s.  (Longmans.) 

Waller,  A.  D.  Lectures  on  Physiology.  First  Series  :  Animal 
Electricity.    8vo.    5s.  net.  (Longmans.) 

Washington,  E.  T. — Medical  History  from  the  Earliest  Times. 
Demy  8vo.  With  two  plates.  Cloth  gilt.  Over  400  pp.  12s.  6d. 
net.    (The  Scientific  Press,  Limited.) 

Water  Supply  of  the  Metropolis,  June,  1897,  Bcport  on  the. 
Gd.    (Eyre  <fc  Spottiswoode.) 

Weights  and  Measures  (Metric  System) — Bill  to  Legalise,  Id  ; 
ditto,  Amendments,  \d. ;  Bill  as  Amended  in  Committee,  Id. ; 
Act  60,  61,  Vic,  eh.  46,  Id. ;  Bill,  Amendment,  Act,  3d.  (Eyre 
&  Spottiswoode.) 

White,  W.  H.  The  Means  by  which  the  Temperature  of  the 
Body  is  Maintained  in  Health  and  Disease.  8vo.  2s.- 6d. 
(Churchill). 
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PURE  CANE  SUGARS- 

"  GLEBE"  SUCROSE  should  be  used  by  all  Chemists  to 
whom  a  perfect  S'.gir  is  of  importance. 

"GLEBE"  SPECIAL  CRYSTALS  for    Aerated  Water 
Manufacturers  lias  no  equal. 
Guaranteed  Pure  Cane  and  free  from  Chemicals,  Blue,  or  other 
Colouring  Mailer. 

For  Prices  and  Samples  seud  a  Post  Card  to 

GLEBE  SUGAR  REFINING  CO.,  GLASGOW. 


S PRATT S 

PATENT 

Dog  Cakes 

SUPPLIED  TO 

NANSEN 
EXPEDITION. 


JL     NEW  SIZE. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 

SODA-WATER, 

Lemonade,  Ginger  Ale, 

BREWED  GINGER-BEER, 

&c,  &c. 

Manufactory -ARD WICK    GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


BLUM'S 


1"' EMBROCATION 


f  !9,  10  p*r  eent,  dtsoount  upon  grosa  lota,  or  assorted  In  genera!  order. 

SLUM  AN  SONS  &  CO.,  SLOUCH,  ENGLAND. 


«  EUREKA  " 

WEED  KILLER 

(Powder  or  Liquid). 

Extensively  Advertised.  Safely  Packed.  Best  Make  to 
Sell.  Lloeral  Terms.  Attractive  Advertising  Matter. 


ONLY  MAKHI13— 


TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD, 

Mint  Street  Chemical  Works,  LINCOLN. 


"WHAT    OBVIOUS    TRUTHS    THE    WISEST  HEADS 
MAY  MISS." 

But  no  wise  head  will  l>e  found  missing  the  obvious 
advantages  of 

Fletcbers*  Concentrated  Ciquors. 


C3-.  S.  MUMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD.    LONDON.  E.C. 

Ho.  1  Finest  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/cft. 

Finest  Pare 
|    STARCH  POWDER 

19/  owt. 

No.  a  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

14/cft. 

No.  I  Finest  Light  Pare  [ftC  /  •£< 
IPRECIPITATED  CHALK'AvJ  cwt. 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

"1  0  /  CTt 

No  2  Pare           Ift4  /  >f> 

'precipitated  chalk'a  I  /  cwt. 

i'"-> 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colourl 

1  5/ e* 

J     "WHITE    EARTH  " 
I  Specially  prepared  (or 
I        Toilet  purposea. 

18  eft 

No  1  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

12/ eft, 

i           Finest  Pure 

|  TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

/3 

Pare 
LIQUORICE 

10  c 

Best  Pure 
ARROWROOT 

TnTEvIn 

'  9  tins. 

- 

CARR:  AG  E  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  300  miles  of  London  for] 
fctlcwaoce  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weigh!  of  113  lbs.  audi 
upwards  of  abor«  arfciolas.  Smaller  paroel*  delivered  tree  on  rail  LoaJoal 
M  «boTe  prtcee. 


CHEMISTS'  ACCIDENTS. 

There  is  nothing  connectel  wi.b  t  e  cli;mis"s  business  so 
fad  and  so  discouraging  as  the  p :ssil}ility  cf  a  fat  il  accident 
which  may  any  day  be  the  result  of  the  most  careful  phar 
macisi's  sales  or  di-pensing.  Mr.  Gladstone  said  to  the 
members  of  the  Pharmaceut'cal  Conference,  who  lisitel  him 
at  Hawarden  last  year:  "  It  is  a  wonderful  thing  when  one 
thinks  of  the  millions  and  millions  of  presciptions  that  are 
made  up  with  so  few  mistakes."  It  was  a  jus\  as  well  as 
a  generous,  compliment.  Chemists  arj  but  human,  their 
assistants  and  apprentices  and  porters  are  often  very  much 
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so,  customers  are  sometimes  very  indefinite,  very  difficult  to 
understand,  and  very  persistent  in  asking  for  things  or  doses 
which  would  surely  kill  them  and  their  families,  and  yet 
very  little  of  a  sensational  character  has  to  be  reported. 
But  occasionally  a  calamity  occurs  like  that  which  we  have 
to  report  this  week  from  Gainsborough.  And,  as  in  that 
case,  it  is  pretty  certain  to  be  of  just  such  a  character  as  no 
■one  could  have  expected. 

This  event  was,  indeed,  a  very  curious  one.  Mrs.  Burton! 
■whose  death  resulted  from  the  mistake,  was  in  good  health, 
•except  that  she  was  suffering  from  toothache.  Before  she 
"had  her  breakfast  she  took  a  dose  of  what  had  been  supplied 
to  her  as  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine.  Twenty  minutes  later 
■she  died  from  strychnine-poisoning. 

The  dose  of  strychnine  she  took  must  have  been  a  very 
■small  one,  and  it  is  quite  likely,  as  Dr.  Muter  surmises,  that 
"the  fatal  result  was  due  to  the  fact  that  she  took  the  dose  on 
an  empty  stomach.  It  is,  indeed,  pretty  certain  that  a 
number  of  people  in  Gainsborough  have  taken  equal  doses  of 
■the  same  medicine  during  the  past  year  ; without  any  evil 
■consequences. 

It  is  now  quite  clear  how  the  accident  was  caused.  The 
'local  chemist  had  in  his  shop  a  bottle  labelled  citrate  of  iron 
•and  quinine,  but  which  actually  contained  citrate  of  iron  and 
■strychnine.  This  had  been  supplied  in  error  by  the  London 
•wholesale  house,  and  they  have  frankly  and  promptly  taken 
•upon  themselves  the  responsibility. 

Dr.  Muter,  in  giving  his  evidence  to  the  Coroner's  jury, 
remarked  that  in  his  opinion  chemists  should  not  trust  to  the 
'labels  on  bottles  they  receive  from  wholesale  houses,  but  should 
•test  these  medicines  for  themselves.  The  Pharmacopoeia  itself 
:gives  a  test  which,  if  applied,  would  have  shown  the  chemist 
'that  he  had  not  got  the  article  he  thought  he  had.  This  is 
plausible ;  to  some  extent  it  is  forcible.  Chemists  claim  to 
be  specially  qualified  to  protect  their  customers  in  the 
matter  of  medicines,  and  this  is  where  their  qualification 
would  come  in  useful.  And  we  may  say  that  to  the  con- 
stant watchfulness  and  care  exercised  by  many  pharmacists  the 
public  owe  much  more  than  they  know  of.  By  their  reckless 
jsearoh  after  cheaper  dispensing,  by  such  comments  as  news- 
papers such  as  Truth  sometimes  indulge  in,  they  are  doing 
■their  level  best  to  destroy  these  safeguards,  because  they 
i-snay  as  well  be  told  plainly  that  if  they  want  competent, 
-careful,  and  conscientious  chemists  they  have  got  to  pay  for 
them. 

But  it  is  only  fair  to  the  Gainsborough  chemist  to  admit 
'that  in  such  a  case  as  the  one  under  consideration  very  few 
•  chemists  in  the  country,  if  any,  would  have  applied  the  test 
which,  as  Dr.  Muter  points  out,  the  Pharmacopoeia  indicates. 
LPerhaps  some  will  do  so  henceforth  ;  but  it  is  pretty  safe  to 
ipredict  that  if  all  were  to  do  so  to  the  end  of  their  days  they 
would  never  detect  the  same  mistake  again.  Citrate  of  iron 
-and  quinine  is  so  familiar  a  preparation  that  we  all  thought 
we  knew  it  at  a  glance.  Very  few  of  us,  perhaps,  have  ever 
thought  of  the  possibility  of  the  substitution  of  the  citrate 
of  iron  and  strychnine,  though  for  some  unrevealed  reason 
this  has  been  made  of  recent  years  to  look  as  nearly  like  the 
iron-and-quinine  scales  as  possible.  Moreover,  as  this  case 
proves,  that  substitution  was  very  unlikely  to  be  fatal 
when  ordinary  doses  were  taken.  It  is  impossible 
for  chemists  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  they  are, 
and  must  be  to  a  very  large  extent,  dependent  on 
the  care  and  skill  of  the  wholesale  houses.  We  are  bound 
to  say  that  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover— and  we 
have  seen  inside  rxost  of  the  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
drug  and  chemical  warehouses  of  this  country— the  confidence 
which  is  so  generally  placed  in  them  is  abundantly  justified.  In 
respect  to  this  particular  case,  we  have  seen  the  partners  in 


the  firm,  who  have  admitted  their  responsibility  for  the 
fatality ;  they  have  explained  to  us  every  detail  of  the 
methods  they  adopt ;  and  we  are  bound  to  say  that  the 
precautions  they  had  established  were  such  that  neither  we 
nor  they  can  conceive  how  the  error  could  have  occurred. 
At  their  works  citrate  of  iron  and  strychnine  is  made  in  a 
room  separate  from  those  in  which  all  other  scale-prepara- 
tions are  made ;  it  is  sent  to  the  warehouse  in  earthenware 
jars,  while  the  others  are  sent  in  tins.  At  the  warehouse  it 
is  kept  in  a  distinct  place,  and  when  an  order  is  received  for 
it  the  necessary  quantity  is  weighed  out  and  sent  to  the  girls 
to  put  up  in  bottles  forthwith.  This  and  other  accidents 
have  shown  that  in  spite  of  every  care  there  is  a  constantly 
present  danger,  and  retail  chemists  and  the  public  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  wholesale  firms  will  never  forget 
their  responsibility,  and  will  spare  no  expense  or  incon- 
venience to  guard  against  every  possibility  of  a  risk  which 
they  can  discover. 

ADULTERATION   IN  1896. 

The  Local  Government  Board,  as  usual,  devote  a  few  pages 
of  their  bulky  annual  report  to  the  subject  of  the  working 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  With  his  sublime  faith 
in  figures  the  official  statistician  once  more  divides  the  number 
of  samples  analysed  by  the  number  reported  against  by 
public  analysts,  and  brings  out  the  pretty  result  that,  thanks 
to  the  Act,  adulteration  is  fast  disappearing  from  our  food  and 
drug  commerce.  In  1877,  when  the  results  of  the  Act  of  1875 
were  first  tabulated,  and  when,  we  may  mention,  there  were 
not  a  dozen  public  analysts  who  knew  their  business,  and 
the  popular  game  was  when  they  saw  a  sample  to  hit  it, 
the  proportion  of  adulterated  samples  appeared  to  be  19  2 
per  cent.  In  the  five  years  1877-81  the  proportion  fell  to 
16  2  ;  in  the  next  five  years  it  dropped  to  13  9  ;  in  the  next 
quinquennium  it  had  gone  to  11-7  ;  and  in  the  last  (1892-96) 
the  average  adulteration  was  10  6  per  cent.;  while,  taking 
the  last  two  years  only,  we  get  the  result  that  adulteration 
prevailed  to  only  a  little  over  9  per  cent.  How  a  public 
department  can  go  on  publishing:  rubbish  of  this  kjj]rj  ye^r* 
after  year  passes  our  comprehension.  The  Act  has  been  a 
most  useful  one ;  for  anything  we  know  to  the  contrary,  it 
may  have  accomplished  more  than  its  official  guardians 
claim  for  it,  All  we  say  is  that  the  figures  they  give  prove 
nothing  whatever.  Then  the  Department  gets  out  an  average 
penalty,  which  was  11.  10s.  9d.  in  1896  and  11.  15s.  9d.  in 
1895.  If  any  inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  that  fact,  ifc  is 
that  the  offences  were  of  a  less  Serious  character  on  th<5 
average.  The  Local  Government  writer,  who  only  knows 
what  the  analysts  tell  him,  sees  in  it  only  evidence  of  the 
encouragement  to  adulteration  on  the  part  of  magistrates. 
There  is  nothing  of  special  interest  in  the  report,  but  we 
quote  in  full  the  paragraph  relating  to  drugs  :— 

There  were  1,380  samples  of  drugs  analysed,  and  156,  or 
11-3  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  the  rate  having 
been  about  11  0  per  cent,  for  the  last  four  years.  Of  nitre, 
51  out  of  196  samples  were  condemned  ;  of  rhubarb,  22  out  of 
128  ;  and  of  ipecacuanha  wine,  10  out  of  29.  Of  beeswax,  10 
out  of  46  were  condemned.  One  of  the  10  was  a  mixture  of 
about  30  parts  of  resin  and  70  parts  of  ceresin  or  mineral 
wax.  Another  contained  three-fourths  of  paraffin  mixed 
with  one-fourth  of  genuine  beeswax,  on  which  the  analyst 
for  Glamorgan  remarks  :  "  Beeswax  is  used  in  a  dozen  phar- 
maceutical preparations,  including  ointments,  pills,  and 
plasters,  for  which  purpose  the  above  wax-substitutes  will  be 
quite  unsuitable."  Of  prescribed  medicines  8  out  of  31  were 
reported  against.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of 
about  half  of  the  adulterated  samples,  and  there  were  44 
penalties  imposed,  amounting  to  36Z.  15s.  6d.,  two  of  the 
fines  being  of  51.  each. 

So  that,  if  L.G.B.  logic  can  be  relied  upon,  chemists  are 
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growing  worse  while  milkmen,  grocers,  and  bakers  are 
rising  in  the  scale  of  morality.  Of  course,  the  writer  means 
by  "nitre"  spt.  eether.  nit ,  and  by  ''rhubarb"  he  means  the 
tincture, 


THE    POSITION    OF  SENNA. 

It  would  poihaps  be  more  correct  to  write  "  the  positions  of 
sennas,"  seeing  that  as  there  are  two  commercial  varieties  on 
the  market,  each  of  them  has  at  the  moment  a  distinct 
position  of  its  own.  Alexandrian  senna,  although  the  part  it 
plays  in  the  stock-lists  is  too  small  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration as  compared  with  the  large  supplies  of  the  Tine- 
velly  leaf,  is  in  heavy  supply,  and  notwithstanding  the 
anxiety  of  holders  to  realise  they  are  unable  to  make  any 
important  sales.  In  fact,  the  price  of  this  variety,  which  has 
declined  very  much  of  late,  still  tends  downward,  whilst 
small  lots  continue  to  come  in.  But  it  is  not  with  Alexan- 
drian senna  that  we  are  at  present  concerned,  but  with  its 
more  important  rival  from  India.  The  position  of  Tinevelly 
senna  is  now  exceedingly  firm,  and,  writing  before  the  drug- 
sales,  it  may  safely  be  prognosticated  that  the  large  quantity 
to  b;  offered  on  14. h  inst. — viz.,  720  bales,  or  about  90  tons 
i;3  weight — will  be  eagerly  competed  for  at  full  rates, 
Th3  demand  at  the  moment  is  mainly  for  the  cheaper 
g-.ales,  such  as  are  so  largely  bought  for  shipment  for 
Ameiica,  where  the  leaf  is  cut  up  for  use  in  the  various  pro- 
prietary medicines  and  "  teas "  which  enjoy  a  great  popu- 
latify  in  that  country.  For  this  purpose  the  size  of  the  leaf 
is  of  no  importance,  colour  and  odour  being  the  sole  con- 
siderations. Germany  also  takes  large  quantities  of  this 
grade,  and  as  stocks,  both  in  that  country  and  in  the  United 
States,  have  fallen  very  low,  the  price  of  this  leaf  has  been 
run  up  by  active  competition  from  \\d.  per  lb,  its  normal  value 
to  1  \d.  and  even  2d.  per  lb.  For  the  finer  grades,  which  last 
season  were  very  scarce,  the  demand  is  also  active,  and 
the  home  trade  seems  willing  to  pay  almost  any  price  for 
really  good  leaves.  So  far,  however,  these  have  been  very 
scarce. 

The  early  reports  of  the  crop  that  is  now  arriving  here 
pointed  to  a  falling-off  both  of  quality  and  quantity,  and  the 
first  arrivals  seemed  to  confirm  the  reports,  by  the  evident  signs 
of  damage  to  the  leaves,  but  the  most  recent  shipments  are 
of  greatly-improved  quality.  Arrivals  are  not  coming  in  so 
freely  as  last  year,  but  this  may,  of  course,  bs  due  to  the 
holding  back  of  stock  in  India  in  order  to  realise  better 
prices  on  the  parcels  just  arrived.  It  is  practically  impos- 
sible to  obtain  trustworthy  information  of  the  crop,  and  even 
in  Tutijorin,  the  chief  Indian  shipping-port,  no  reliance  is 
placed  on  the  reports  receive!1  from  the  natives  in  the  sur- 
rounding districts. 

August  and  September  may  be  taken  to  represent  the  two 
first  months  of  the  season,  and  during  these  two  months  the 
arrivals  in  London  have  been  this  year  932  packages,  against 
2  574  in  1896,  1.711  in  1895,  682  in  1894,  1,757  in  1893, 
865  in  1892,  and  689  in  1891.  TakiDg  the  total  landings 
and  deliveries  for  the  past  seven  years  we  have  the  following 
figure;  : — 

1830  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896 
LandeJ  ...  6,956  3,540  3,159  7,457  3,329  6,094  6,529 
Delivered...   6,191    4,564    4,469    5,022    4,780     5,854  6,101 

This  gives  a  total,  for  the  seven  years,  of  36,934  packages 
landed,  and  35,931  delivered  from  the  public  warehouses,  or 
a  yearly  average  of  5,280  packages  landed  and  5,283  de- 
livered— a  curious  illustration  of  the  law  of  averages ;  so 
that  we  may  fairly  take  the  landings  of  an  ordinary  season 
at  5,300  packages— say,  roughly,  about  610  tons  weight.  In 
other  words,  the  yearly  receipts  of  senna-leaves  in  London, 
taking  them  at  an  impart-  va?ue*of  2\d.  per  lb.  all  round,  repre- 


sent a  figure  of  about  13,000i.  as  the  first-hand  value.  This 
year,  to  the  end  of  Septembt  r,  the  landings  have  been  1,631 
packages  only,  with  deliveries  3,245  packages ;  so  that,  in 
all  probability,  the  quantity  received  this  year  will  be  below 
the  average.  It  is  therefore  pei  missible,  unless  exceptional 
conditions  should  arise,  to  look  forward  to  a  steady  range  of 
prices  for  the  coming  season,  with  perhaps  dearer  rates  for 
fine  qualities. 


ADULTERATED    STAR-ANISE  OIL. 

On  page  623  of  this  issue  will  be  found  an  article  by  Mr. 
John  O.  Umney,  F.C.S.,  containing  particulars  of  a  gross 
adulteration  of  star-anise  oil  which  has  just  been  brought 
under  his  professional  notice.  Essential  oils  are  notoriously 
subject  to  sophistication,  but  up  to  the  present  oil  of  star- 
anise  enjoyed  an  honourable  reputation  for  purity  of  quality? 
The  parcel  under  notice,  we  hear,  is  one  which  was  or.ly 
recently  landed  in  London.  It  was  sold  by  a  firm  of  good 
reputation  in  the  China  trade  "  to  arrive,"  on  the  under- 
standing that  it  was  of  the  usual  fair  average  quality  of  lhe. 
season.  There  is  no  suggestion  whatever  that  the  shippers 
or  any  of  the  parties  who  handled  the  parcel  upon  its  arrival! 
in  London  had  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  adultera- 
tion. The  guilty  individuals  are  to  be  sought  amoDg  the 
Chinese  distillers  or  merchants  who  traded  with  the  oil 
before  it  reached  European  hands  at  the  Chinese  shipping- 
port.  The  oil  was  sold,  we  believe,  in  the  month  of  July 
at  what  was  then  the  current  market-value  of  6s.  3d.  per  lo.- 
c.i.f.  terms.  Since  then  the  price  of  the  drug  has  improved,, 
as  it  usually  does  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  when  the? 
parcel  came  into  possession  of  the  buyer  the  London 
market- value  of  fair  star-anise  oil  was  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  When 
samples  were  drawn  of  the  shipment,  the  buyer's  suspicions 
were  aroused  by  the  appearance  of  some  of  the  bottles,  arid 
Mr.  Umney's  services  were  called  into  requisition.  It  there 
appeared  that  five  of  the  twelve  cases  contained  normal  oil, 
and  that  the  others  were  sophisticated,  in  degrees  varj  it g 
from  36  to  56  per  cent.,  with  that  old  and  popular  adulterant, 
petroleum.  The  buyer  naturally  refused  acceptance  of  the 
doctored  lots,  and  the  case,  Mincing  Lane  fashion,  went  to 
arbitration.  The  two  brokers  appointed  as  arbitrators  were 
Messrs.  Chas.  Lambert,  of  Lambert  &  Strong,  and  H.  French, 
of  French  &  PI ucknett.  They  decided  that  the  buyer  sha:i 
"invoice  back"  the  seven  cases  to  his  seller  at  the  market- 
price  of  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

The  goods  have  been  sold  and  resold  several  times  sicca 
the  China  house  sold  them  to  tjre  London  export  drug-firm  at 
6s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  and  the  buyer  who  is  now  authorised  to- 
"invoice  them  back"  bought  the  oil,  we  believe,  at  7s.  \\d. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  so  that  he  makes  a  profit  of  7\d.  per  lb,  at  which 
he  has  no  reason  to  grumble.  The  contract  stated  that  if  the 
goods  were  below  the  average  standard  an  allowance  was  to 
be  made.  This  unusual  clause  might  have  given  rise  ta 
much  trouble,  but,  fortunately,  the  arbitrators  decided  that 
the  adulterated  oil  was  "not  tenderable "— in  other  words, 
was  not  star-anise  oil— and  that  the  proper  way  was, 
therefore,  to  return  the  parcel.  As  for  the  oil 
itself,  we  hear  that  it  is,  as  they  say  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  "to  be  taken  to  the  place  from  whence  ti  came" 

 viz.,  China— and  returned  to  the  Chinaman.    That  is  an 

excellent  decision,  for  we  shall  now  be  spared  the  nuisance 
of  having  the  sophisticated  oil  hustled  about  in  the  London 
market  until  some  unsuspecting  consumer  acquired  it,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  unprofitableness  of  dishonesty  will  ba 
brought  home  to  the  Oriental  mind— at  any  rate,  if  the 
European  firms  in  China  have  a  sufficient  hold  upon  their 
native  supplier  to  make  him  pay  the  expenses. 
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The  case  is  of  particular  interest  because  it  is  the  first 
instance  that  has  been  discovered  in  this  market  for  many 
years  of  deliberate  fraud  in  star-anise  oil.  Why  that 
article  should  have  escaped  adulteration,  while  the 
kindred  oil  of  cassia,  which  comes  from  almost  the 
same  part  of  China,  has  been  habitually  sophisticated  with 
kerosine  oil  for  several  years,  it  is  hard  to  say.  But  adultera- 
tion is  probably  encouraged  by  the  fact  that,  within  the  last 
few  years,  star-anise  oil  has  become  an  article  of  mere  specu- 
lation. Hundreds  of  cases  of  "  new-crop  oil  "  are  sold  and 
resold  every  season  as  a  pure  matter  of  chance  weeks  before 
the  distilling  commences.  The  result  is  that  some  operators 
are  <:  caught  "  every  year—  in  fact,  the  game,  of  "catching" 
rival  speculators  appears  to  be  the  principal  aim  of  most  of 
the  shippers  and  buyers.  It  follows  that,  in  times  of  short 
supply,  people  cannot  afford  to  be  fastidious  in  the  matter  of 
the  quality  of  the  oil  they  have  to  acquire  to  fulfil  their  con- 
tracts. The  worst  of  it  all  is  that  the  case  of  adulteration 
just  discovered  is  probably  not  the  only  one  that  has  taken 
place  this  year.  The  star-anise  oil  season  has  just  begun, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  to  watch  the  qualities  of  all  deliveries 
very  closely  if  the  fraud  is  to  be  stamped  out.  And  the  only 
people  who  have  cause  to  rejoice  over  this  threatened  degrada- 
tion of  what  was  once  a  sound  and  paying  trade  are  the 
arbitrator  and  the  analyst. 


THE  NEW  MEMBER  OF  THE  MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Victor  Horsley,  F.K.S.,  President  of  the  Medical 
Defence  Union,  has  been  elected  to  the  General  Medical 
■Council  in  succession  to  Dr.  Rentoul,  who  resigned.  This 
election  is  especially  significant  in  view  of  the  demand 
of  the  medical  profession,  which  Mr.  Horsley  emphatically 
endorses,  for  a  larger  proportion  of  direct  representatives  on 
the  Council.    His  election  is  the  most  conclusive  argument 
against  that  claim  which  could  have  been  provided.  The 
Medical  Council  is  authorised  to  exercise  supreme  judicial 
"functions  in  certain  important  cases  on  behalf  of  the  public. 
Mr.  Horsley  is  now  one  of  these  magistrates,  and  he  was 
chosen  because  he  made  the  boldest  bids,  promised  the  most 
■vigorous  efforts,  and  was  believed  to  be  the  most  likely 
■candidate  to  carry  these  into  effect.    The  electors  are  in  the 
position  of  parties  to  the  suits  which  come  before  the 
Council,  and  they  would  like  to  have  a  predominant  influence 
on  the  bench.  Mr.  Horsley  would  render  all  medical  practice 
for  gain  by  unregistered  persons  illegal,  and  would  declare 
that  a  medical  man  who  sell  his  services  to  a  medical-aid 
society  which  touts  for  members  is  guilty  of  infamous 
■conduct  in  a  professional  sense.    This  is  what  the  medical 
profession  want,  and  what  they  demand  should  be  the 
.prevalent  spirit  on  the  judicial  bench  of  the  Medical  Council. 
And  with  that  object  manifest  and  declared  they  are  going 
to  ask  Parliament  to  help  them  to  carry  out  their  programme. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  danger  to  the  public,  to  chemists,  or 
to  any  other  outsiders  :    Mr.  Horsley  is  a  clever  man,  but  he 
■is  not  clever  enough  to  get  an  Act  of  Parliament  such  as  he 
and  his  constituents  want.    The  body  which  he  can  do  most 
barm  to  is  the  General  Medical  Council. 

JUBILANT  BENEVOLENCE. 

Mr.  Hampson  has  scored,  for  the  Benevolent  Fund  Com- 
mittee of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  last  week  recommended 
the  election  of  six  annuitants  in  December,  and  had  only  six 
sufficiently  deserving  candidates  to  propose  for  the  vacancies. 
This  was  such  a  horrible  departure  from  precedent  that  the 
committee  thought  it  necessary  to'say  that  they  would  not  do  it 
again  ;  they  would  have  made  a  contest  if  this  had  not  been 
Jubilee  year,  and  if  they  could  have  got  another  candidate 
or  two.  This  is  one  way  of  paraphrasing  the  apologetic 
spseches  made  at  the  Council  meeting.   Of  course  we  do  not 


believe  any  of  the  members  of  the  committje  to  bj  so  coldly- 
calculating  individuals.  They  are  warm-hearted  men.  who  have 
the  good  of  the  fund  and  the  comfort  of  the  candidates  at 
heart,  but  they  made  a  mistake  in  laying  too  much  stress 
upon  voters'  rights.  The  voters  will  look  after  that  matter, 
and  if  there  are  a  score  amongst  them  who  disagree  with  the 
selection  which  is  an  election,  let  them  speak  out  now  and 
strongly. 

APPLYING  FOR  A  SITUATION. 

Among  the  competitions  at  the  Grocers'  Exhibition  was 
one  for  assistants,  who  were  asked  to  send  in  replies  to  the 
following  advertisement : — 

"Wanted,  a  competent  assistant  in  a  good  family  and  ready- 
money  trade.    Aj>plicants  to  state  their  qualifications,  &c. 

There  were  seventy-five  competitors.  The  first  prize  (3Z.) 
and  diploma  were  awarded  to  Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Trowbridge, 
for  the  following  letter  : — 

27  Lcadenhall  Street,  London, 

September  23,  1897. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  offer  myself  for  the  vacancy  advertised  in 
to-day's  paper.  I  am  25  years  of  age,  5  feet  10  in  height.  I 
have  had  nine  years'  experience— viz.,  four  years'  apprenticeship 
to  Messrs.  Hardwork  &  Sons,  grocers  and  provision-merchants, 
Middleton ;  two  years  with  Messrs.  Armstrong  &  Co.,  provision- 
merchants,  Southdown  ;  and  three  years  with  Messrs.  J.  Brown  & 
Co.,  family  grocers  (patents),  London.  I  am  well  up  at  both 
counters  and  used  to  window-dressing  and  soliciting.  Could  give 
personal  interview  if  desired.  Should  you  consider  my  applica- 
tion favourably,  either  of-  the  firms  mentioned  would  give  refer- 
ence.   Salary  required,  28s.  per  week,  out. 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

Blanaging  Director,  Grocery  Exhibition.  227. 

There  were  two  other  prizes  of  21.  and  11,  respectively. 

OUR  "CORNER"  MEN. 

Our  Corner  for  Students  competitions  have  been  going  on 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  we  are  pleased  to  note  that 
competitors  are  more  numerous  now  than  they  have  been  at 
any  other  time  during  the  period.  The  reason  for  this  is 
that  the  work  given  in  the  Corner  is  of  real  educational 
value ;  that  is  the  purpose  of  the  Corner,  the  prizes  to  the 
competitors  being  quite  a  secondary  matter.  In  this  con- 
nection we  may  quote  from  letters  which  we  have  received 
from  two  prominent  competitors  in  the  recent  tourna- 
ment : — 

Mr.  John  Pattinson  writes  : — "  The  books  and  certificate  form 
a  handsome  prize,  and  will  not  only  remind  me  of  the  many 
pleasant  hours  spent  in  working  for  the  '  Corner,'  but  will  be  very 
useful.  Independent  of  the  benefit  received  by  working  out  the 
separations,  I  have  also  benefited  financially.  These  prizes  have 
been  quite  unexpected,  and  no  one  need  fear  competing  because 
he  has  no  laboratory  to  work  in.  My  working-bench,  reagent- 
bottles,  &c,  were  of  the  most  crude  description  ;  but  I  took  care 
to  have  my  solutions  bright  and  clear.  My  thanks  to  Mr.  Mos9 
for  his  kindly  advice.  A  good  deal  of  my  information  regarding 
analysis  was  obtained  by  carefully  reading  his  notes  to  the  com- 
petitors." 

Mr.  Edward  Ockenden,  in  acknowledging  his  prize,  says: — "I 
think  that  some  knowledge  of  the  history  of  a  science  is  of 
immense  importance  in  the  study  of  the  science  itself,  and  hence 
will  read  carefully  the  books  you  have  sent  me  (Lives  of  Dalton, 
Davy,  and  Liebig)  ;  as  for  the  certificate,  it  is  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  a  work  of  art.  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
speaking  to  the  great  practical  value  of  the  C.  <£•  D.  Students' 
Corner,  having  myself  gained  considerable  knowledge  by  analysing 
the  mixtures  and  carefully  noting  Mr.  Moss's  remarks  thereon." 

We  doubt  not  that  many  more  could  echo  these  senti- 
ments, for  of  the  educational  value  of  the  "  Corner  "  we  are 
assured,  as  it  is  conducted  on  the  best  lines  of  education — - 
viz.,  encouragement  of  personal  work. 


Cemetery  Pharmacy. — Tombstones  are  not  fashionable 
in  Uganda,  but  the  grave  of  the  native  is  invariably 
decorated  with  the  medicine-bottles  used  in  his  last  illness. 
The  duration  of  the  illness  may  be  gathered  from  the  number 
of  bottles  adorning  the  grave,  embracing  as  they  do  every 
variety  used  by  the  medicine-man  of  East  Africa. 
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THE  SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  AND 
CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

Opening  of  the  School  Session. — Address  by  the 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  inaugural  meetirjg  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 14,  at  the  Masonic  Hall.  Mr.  Geo.  Squire,  the  newly- 
elected  President,  occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  S.  T.  Rhoden  read 
the  annual  report,  which  stated  that  the  twelfth  session  of 
the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy,  extending  from  October  12, 
1896,  to  the  end  of  April,  1897,  was  a  successful  one,  though 
it  was,  at  the  same  time,  regrettable  to  have  to  admit  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  students  presenting  themselves 
for  tuition.  Considering  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  by 
a  course  at  this  school,  it  was  surprising,  as  well  as  regret- 
table, that  so  many  junior  members  of  the  calling  in  that 
closely-populated  district  permitted  such  valuable  oppor- 
tunities for  their  educational  and  professional  progress  to  pass, 
but  it  was  hoped  that  chemists  would  impress  upon  their 
juniors  the  value  of  an  early  and  continued  application  to 
the  studies  taught  at  their  school.  Classes  had  been  held  in 
botany,  materia  medica,  chemistry,  physics,  and  practical 
chemistry.  The  lecturers  reported  the  attendance  of 
students  as  very  regular,  and  the  progress  excellent — the 
result  of  the  examinations  being  satisfactory  to  all.  The 
special  prize  of  one  guinea,  offered  annually  for  the  best 
herbarium  collected  within  a  twenty-mile  radius  of  Sheffield, 
failed  to  draw  a  single  aspirant  this  session.  Last  year  it 
was  keenly  contested,  the  result  being  two  fine  collections, 
which  were  highly  praised  by  the  judges.  The  prize-winners 
were : — Botany  :  first,  T.  B.  Fox  ;  second,  E.  E.  Richards. 
Materia  medica :  first,  W.  Stather ;  second,  C.  F.  Carr  ;  equal, 
J.  G.  Hawks  worth.  Theoretical  chemistry  and  physic-  :  Mr. 
Drabble.  Practical  chemistry  :  first,  Mr.  Croft ;  second,  Mr. 
Drabble. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  who  also  distributed  the  prizes,  delivered  the 
following 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

On  receipt  of  the  kind  invitation  conveyed  by  your 
Secretary  some  two  months  ago  that  I  should  give  an  in- 
augural address  to  the  students  of  the  Sheffield  School  of 
Pharmacy  I  hesitated  as  to  the  answer  I  should  send,  be- 
cause the  duties  attaching  to  the  position  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  hold  are  somewhat  arduous,  and  leave  me  little 
leisure  to  undertake  further  responsibility.  The  following 
considerations,  however,  led  me  to  accept  the  invitation. 
I  called  to  mind  that  you  had  been  good  enough  to  ask  me 
to  address  you  on  a  previous  occasion.  I  also  recollected 
that  in  this  noteworthy  Jubilee  year  Sheffield  alone  of  all 
the  provincial  cities  was  honoured  by  a  special  State  visit  on 
the  part  of  her  Majesty,  and  what  other  course  could  I  take 
than  respectfully  follow  her  example  ?  Then  I  felt  it  would 
be  a  great  pleasure  to  support  my  friend  and  colleague  and 
your  excellent  fellow-citizen,  Mr.  Newsholme,  who  has  ever 
taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  success  of  your  Society,  and 
who  is  now  the  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Lastly,  I  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
showing  my  heartiest  sympathy  with  the  efforts  that  are 
being  made  to  promote  and  stimulate  technical  education  in 
the  provinces. 

I  am  intensely  interested  in  the  success  of  our  School  at 
Bloomsbury  Square,  but  I  am  also  earnestly  desirous  that 
there  should  be  other  schools  carrying  on  similar  good  work 
in  all  the  great  provincial  centres.  The  history  of  the 
persevering  efforts  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  made 
in  this  direction  is  not  as  bright  as  I  could  wish,  but  I  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  there  will  be  a  more  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs,  though  I  fear  that  provincial  schools  will 
continue  to  labour  under  considerable  difficulty  until  there 
is  a  more  general  and  widespread  desire  on  the  part  of  our 
young  men  to  obtain  a  sound  education  in  the  sciences  on 
which  the  art  of  pharmacy  is  founded,  and  until  a  definite 
curriculum  of  study,  which  some  of  us  think  so  desirable,  is 
made  compulsory. 


A  curriculum  such  as  has  been  contemplated  in  a  draft 
Bill  submitted  to  Parliament  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  would,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  promote  the 
prosperity  of  provincial  schools,  but  also  prove  of  immense 
benefit  to  students.  Unfortunately  this  opinion  did  not 
appear  to  be  actively  shared  by  pharmacists  generally 
throughout  the  country,  for  the  Bill  was  treated  with  apathy, 
and  a  small  amount  of  opposition  was  sufficient  to  prevent  it 
from  becoming  law. 

But  I  must  not  forget  that  the  immediate  object  of  my 
presence  here  to-day  is  to  address  the  students  of  your 
School,  and  to  offer  to  them,  as  well  as  to  students  of  other- 
schools  who  may  read  my  remarks,  a  few  words  of  encourage- 
ment and  counsel. 

I  would  therefore  at  the  outset  ask  you,  my  younger 
friends,  these  questions : 

what  are  your  objects  and  aims 

in  the  career  on  which  you  have  entered  1  and  have  you  a 
resolute  determination  to  realise  success  in  that  career  ? 
Success  surely  does  not  mean  a  till  poorly  furnished,  not- 
withstanding close  and  constant  personal  attention  to  the 
petty  details  of  restricted  business,  with  little  time  or 
energy  to  look  outside  one's  immediate  surroundings  and  to 
take  any  practical  share  in  the  promotion  of  general  phar- 
maceutical interests.  And  yet  such  is  too  often  the  unfor- 
tunate position  of  many  in  our  ranks  whose  industry  and 
integrity  cannot  for  a  moment  be  called  in  question. 

That  integrity  in  business  is  still  a  necessary  prelude  to 
success,  and  that  it  is  a  conspicuous  feature  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical calling,  all  will  admit.  That  industry  is  as  needful 
as  it  ever  has  been  is  a  statement  that  requires  no  proof,  and 
is  one  on  which  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  dilate, 
especially  before  a  Yorkshire  audience.  I  would  only  remind! 
you  of  the  well-known  words  of  the  wise  man,  which  are  as 
true  now  as  when  they  were  uttered,  "  The  hand  of  tne 
diligent  maketh  rich."  I  think  it  may  be  truthfully  said 
that  pharmacists  are  as  a  class  conspicuous  by  their  industry 
and  by  devotion  to  the  duties  and  demands  of  their  calling. 
All  will  admit  that  work  in  itself  is  beneficial. 

The  more  we  have  to  do 

Better  we  do  it  and  more  rapidly  ; 

The  mind  beats  into  higher  pace  and"  flies 

With  less  exertion  winged  at  utmost  speed, 

but  it  is  the  constant  anxiety  as  to  the  future,  too  often 
alas !  associated  with  pharmacy,  that  tends  to  render  life 
rather  a  struggle  for  existence  than  a  joyful  progress. 

Labour  in  its  fullest  force 

Heightens  the  blood,  gives  to  the  limbs  their  strength 
And  scales  by  storm  the  noblest  heights  of  thought ; 
It  is  the  daily  cark  and  constant  dread 
nif<    That  fret  the  body  down  to  wretchedness. 

What  other  qualifications,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are 
necessary  in  order  to  ensure 

A  reasonable  measure  of  success  1 

Before  I  endeavour  to  suggest  an  answer  to  this  question, 
it  may  be  interesting  to  compare  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
as  it  was  carried  on  some  thirty  years  ago  with  its  present  con- 
dition. Let  us  go  back  in  thought  for  a  generation,  calling 
to  mind  that  1867  was  the  year  preceding  the  passing  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  under  which  we  are  still  practising,  and  that 
it  saw  the  publication  of  the  second  edition  of  the  British) 
Pharmacopoeia,  the  first  edition  of  which  had  been  published 
only  three  years  previously.  At  that  time  one  might  have 
found  in  town  and  country  alike  old-established  pharmacies 
showing  every  sign  of  prosperity  and  furnishing  fairly  good 
incomes  to  their  owners.  Those  were  the  days  when  medical 
men  believed  in  the  efficacy  of  drugs  and  prescribed  them 
freely  and  in  a  form  which  gladdened  the  hearts  of  dis- 
pensers. Official  remedies  were  the  rule  and  not  the  excep- 
tion. Galenical  preparations,  such  as  fresh  infusions  andi 
decoctions,  were  frequently  ordered,  and  with  the  exceptioni 
of  the  finer  chemicals,  most  of  the  medicaments  prescribed 
were  such  as  could  be  prepared  in  any  well-equipped  pharma- 
ceutical laboratory.  The  administration  of  the  blue  pill  and 
black  draught  was  often  found  an  efficacious  preliminary 
treatment,  and  was  followed  by  frequent  doses  of  a  mixture 
"  which  was  scarcely  ever  prescribed  in  a  concentrated  form, 
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very  often,  indeed,  in  separate  draughts  of  1  oz.  to  2  oz. 
The  most  common  basis  of  ointments  was  lard,  which  could 
be  prepared  with  the  greatest  facility  by  the  pharmacist  in 
his  laboratory.  At  that  time  there  were  no  limited  com- 
panies trading  in  drugs  and  dispensing  prescriptions,  and 
though  medicines  were  supplied  on  the  most  liberal  terms  to 
the  poor,  "  cutting  "  was  unknown. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  the  present  conditioa  of  things  is 
very  different  from  that  which  I  have  briefly  described. 
Patients  now  are  dosed  less  frequently,  whilst  their  medi- 
cines are  often  prescribed  in  a  concentrated  and  occasionally 
in  a  dangerously  potent  form.  The  growing  tendency  on  the 
part  of  medical  men  to  prescribe  less  physic  may  be  due 
partly  to  the  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  action  of  drugs 
which  many  of  them  undoubtedly  possess,  and  partly  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  medical  curriculum,  notwithstanding  its  ex- 
tension, too  little  time  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  materia 
medica  and  to  the  art  of  prescribing.  It  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  general  health  of  the  public  has  vastly 
improved  during  the  last  thirty  years,  whilst  patients  have 
become  more  fastidious  and  requiring,  so  that  medicines 
must  be  exhibited  in  a  more  palatable  form  than  was 
formerly  thought  necessary.  Hence  it  is  that  an  opportunity 
has  been  furnished  to  the  enterprising  manufacturer  to 
produce  a  great  variety  of  specialities  which  meet  the 
apparent  requirements  both  of  prescriber  and  of  patient,  but 
which  are  not  hailed  with  delight  by  the  dispenser  unless 
such  specialities  are  the  product  of  his  own  laboratory.  The 
fact,  if  such  it  is,  that  less  medicine  is  prescribed,  is  one 
that  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  pharmacist  only  when  he 
himself  is  the  patient. 

Again,  the  unfortunate  system  of  co-operative  trading 
under  the  protection  of  law  as  well  as  the  disastrous  and 
only  too  common  method  of  cutting  prices,  adopted  in  many 
cases  by  apparent  necessity,  but,  as  I  think,  with  too  little 
consideration,  have  introduced  methods  of  business  almost 
unknown  to  our  predecessors,  which  cannot  be  regarded  with 
satisfaction. 

BUT  THESE  ARE  GREAT  CHANGES 

also  in  the  official  handbook  of  pharmacy,  the  Pharmacopoeia 
of  1885  with  its  addendum  being  a  very  different  work  from 
that  of  1867,  and  principally  in  these  two  particulars  :— (1)  The 
introduction  of  what  are  known  as  synthetical  remedies, 
which  can  be  verified  only  and  not  manufactured  by  the 
pharmacist,  and  (2)  the  standardisation  of  many  drugs  and 
of  their  preparations  We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  the  pro- 
duction of  another  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopteia,  of 
which  I  am  of  course  precluded  from  speaking  in  detail,  but 
which,  besides  retaining  these  distinguishing  features  of  its 
predecessor,  will  undoubtedly  be  marked  by  greater  pre- 
cision of  description  and  generally  by  a  more  practical 
recognition  of  the  advances  that  have  been  made  in  the 
sciences  of  chemistry  and  botany.  Progress  in  this  direction 
we  must  all  view  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  though  the 
resulting  changes  demand  increased  knowledge  and  skill  on 
the  part  of  those  who  intelligently  and  conscientiously  make 
use  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

It  appears,  then,  that  whilst  a  wider  knowledge  is  required 
by  the  pharmacist  of  to-day  than  was  necessary  for  his  pre- 
decessor in  order  to  carry  out  satisfactorily  his  duties  as  a 
compounder  of  medicine,  there  is  also,  from  a  variety  of 
causes,  an  increasing  difficulty  in  procuring  adequate  re- 
muneration for  his  labours.  The  practical  question  then 
suggests  itself,  How  is  he  to  meet  the  altered  condition  of 
things  which,  however  he  regards  it,  must  be  faced  I  A 
writer  has  said  that  "  knowledge  of  my  way  is  a  good  part  of 
my  journey."  I  would,  therefore,  ask  you  to  consider  with 
me  in  what  direction  the  course  of  medical  practice  is  now 
tending,  and  in  what  way  the  pharmacist  may  under  these 
altered  conditions  be  of  increasing  service  to  both  doctor  and 
patient,  and  at  the  same  time  thereby  improve  both  his 
reputation  and  his  pecuniary  position. 

It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 

THE  PHARMACIST  WAS  MADE  FOR  THE  PUBLIC 

and  not  the  public  for  the  pharmacist,  and,  therefore,  he  has 
no  prima  facie  right  to  find  fault  with  what  has  been  recently 
described  by  an  eminent  medical  man  in  these  words,  "  the 
chief  progress  that  has  been  made  in  medicine  during  her 
Majesty's  reign  has  been  to  teach  people  to  do  without  it." 


There  is  no  doubt  that  there  has  been  a  great  improvement 
in  the  general  health  of  the  public  during  recent  years,  as 
has  been  lately  pointed  out  by  the  President  of  this  year's 
Congress  of  the  Sanitary  Institute,  who  stated  that  during 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century  the  English  death-rate  had  been 
reduced  from  22  to  18  per  annum  by  the  joint  labours  of 
sanitarians  in  the  prevention  of  disease  ami  of  doctors  in 
curing  it. 

Whilst  in  former  days  the  doctor  was  too  often  disposed 
merely  to  treat  the  symptoms  of  disease  and  mitigate  the 
pain  of  the  patient  by  a  more  or  less  empirical  use  of  drugs, 
the  aim  of  his  highly-trained  successor  is  not  only  to  alleviate 
present  suffering,  but  also  to  endeavour  to  trace  the  cause  of 
the'mischief,  and  thereby  put  himself  in  a  better  position  to 
deal  with  the  disease  and  to  prevent  its  recurrence. 

In  his  endeavours  to  discover  the  source  from  which  the 
malady  spiings,  the  physician  frequently  desires  to  have 
some  accurate  knowledge  of  the  water  or  the  milk  which  the 
patient  has  been  drinking,  or  in  order  to  obtain  a  satisfactory 
diagnosis  of  the  disease  he  may  require  a  report  on  the  urine 
or  even  of  the  sputum,  such  as  he  has  not  the  time  or  the 
convenience  to  carry  out  for  himself.  To  whom,  then,  does 
he  more  naturally  look  for  assistance  in  these  and  similar 
investigations  than  to  the  pharmacist  in  his  own  immediate 
neighbourhood,  if  he  is  assured  that  the  latter  is  capable  of 
carrying  them  out  satisfactorily  1  And  when  such  work  is 
undertaken  by  the  pharmacist  another  link  between  him  and 
the  doctor  may  be  forged,  resulting  in  benefit  to  both  as  well 
as  to  the  public. 

The  pharmacist  who  is  able  and  ready  to  undertake  this 
kind  of  work  soon  becomes  known  as  an  expert  in  such 
matters,  and  thereby  obtains  a  fresh  source  of  income ;  at  the 
same  time  his  reputation  is  advanced  and  his  claims  for 
something  more  than  a  trader's  profits  in  the  dispensing 
department  are  less  likely  to  be  questioned  by  the  public. 

And  would  not  a  closer  relationship  established  between. 

THE  DOCTOR  AND  THE  CHEMIST 

help  to  expedite  a  more  general  transference  of  dispensing 
from  the  surgery  to  the  pharmacy  ?  It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  if,  during  the  thirty  years  of  which  we  are  taking  a 
hasty  retrospect,  there  has  been  any  apprecidble  advance  in 
this  desirable  direction.  It  would  be  difficult,  perhaps,  to 
obtain  accurate  information  on  the  point,  but  pharmacists 
would  indeed  be  rejoiced  if  prescribers  would,  whenever  and 
wherever  practicable,  relinquish  the  practice  of  dispensing 
medicines  for  their  patients. 

The  area  of  knowledge  requisite  for  both  medical  man  and 
pharmacist  is  constantly  widening;  it  would  seem  natural, 
therefore,  that  with  this  extension  each  should  more  fully 
recognise  the  desirability  of  dissociating  the  two  functions, 
prescribing  and  dispensing. 

There  are  many  other  ways  in  which  the  pharmacisb  may 
advantageously  utilise  hi?  scientific  knowledge  if  he  keeps 
his  eyes  open  to  the  constantly  changing  requirements 
of  the  public.  These  ways  are  frequently  suggested  to  him 
by  his  customers  and  neighbours  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
resorting  to  him  for  advice  and  help  in  many  of  their  every- 
day difficulties,  and  who  thus  pay  him  the  compliment  of 
regarding  him  as  a  living  encyclopaedia,  as  well  as  a  friend 
in  need. 

Before  I  leave  this  part  of  my  subject  I  should  like  to  call 
your  attention  to  a  valuable  paper  on  "  Botany  as  a  Business 
Investment,"  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  which  appeared  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  of  September  11,  and  in  which  the 
writer  points  out  several  ways  in  which  a  sound  knowledge 
of  that  science  may  be  turned  to  practical  account. 

I  have  just  shortly  indicate'!  in  what  direction  I  think  it 
possible  that  the  pharmacist  may  frequently  add  to  his 
reputation  and  income,  but  there  are  many  other  ways  in 
which  he  will  be  able  to  effect  the  same  end,  if  in  the  first 
place  he  has  the  necessary  knowledge,  and  in  the  second 
possesses  what  is  equally  important— the  capacity  to  adapt 
himself  to  different  conditions  as  they  arise,  and  to  meet  and 
cope  with  difficulties  as  they  occur.  It  has  been  said  that 
'•Talent  is  something,  but  tact  is  everything.  It  is  not  a 
sixth  sense,  but  is  the  life  of  all  the  five.  It  is  the  open  eye, 
the  quick  ear,  the  judging  taste,  the  keen  smell,  and  the 
lively  touch  ;  it  is  the  interpreter  of  all  riddles,  the  sur- 
mounter  of  all  difficulties,  the  removal  of  all  obstacles." 
And  another  authority  has  remarked  that  "  The  secret  of 
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man's  success  resides  in  his  insight  into  the  moods  of  men 
and  to  his  tact  in  dealing  with  them." 

Now  in  order  to  obtain  a  position  satisfactory  to  himself 
and  creditable  to  bis  calling,  what 

GENERAL  AND  TECHNICAL  KN0WLED3E 

should  the  pharmacist  possess  ? 

The  general  education  of  course  cannot  be  too  liberal,  but 
the  minimum  should  be  that  required  to  pass  such  an 
examination  as  is  proposed  in  the  new  by-laws. 

Much  of  the  technical  knowledge  and  skill  required  for  the 
successful  pursuit  of  pharmacy  should  be  obtainable  behind 
the  counter  and  in  the  laboratory  during  the  period  of 
apprenticeship  or  pupilage,  and  certainly  no  pharmacist 
should  hold  himself  out  as  a  teacher  of  youth  unless  he  has 
the  |  time,  ability,  and  convenience  for  conscientiously 
carrying  out  his  duties  towards  his  pupils. 

But-  however  capable  and  conscientious  the  master,  and 
however  diligent  the  student,  it  is  in  my  opinion  very  de- 
sirable that  a  definite  course  of  teaching,  theoretical  and 
practical,  in  a  well-equipped  school  should  be  followed. 

There  are  many  such  schools,  notably  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy in  Bloomsbury  Square;  and,  for  the  convenience  of 
those  who  reside  in  the  provinces,  there  are  others  at  various 
■centres  such  as  that  connected  with  your  Society. 

And  here  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  it  is  very  desirable 
that  pupils  and  apprentices  who,  before  the  commencement 
of  their  apprenticeship,  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
studying  chemistry  and  botany,  should,  either  by  private 
study  or,  still  better,  by  the  help  of  such  a  school  as  yours 
in  Sheffield,  pay  special  attention  to  these  two  branches  of 
science,  at  first  apart  from  their  technical  bearing.  Phar- 
maceutical chemistry  and  pharmaceutical  botany  are  not 
distinct  sciences,  though  chemistry  and  botany  may  have  a 
technical  application  in  pharmaceutical  as  well  as  in  various 
o'.her  directions  ;  it  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  general 
principles  regarding  them  should  first  be  mastered.  If  the 
student  wishes  to  follow  to  the  best  advantage  a  systematic 
course  of  materia  medica,  for  example,  he  will  find  that  a 
knowledge  of  chemistry  and  botany  is  almost  a  necessity, 
and  such  knowledge  is  now  obtainable  during  the  period  of 
apprenticeship  in  your  school,  as  well  as  in  many  others  in 
different  parts  of  the  country. 

And  whilst  speaking  of  materia  medica,  I  would  remind 
you  that  this  subject  is  one  of  the  greatest  interest  and 
importance  to  the  pharmacist,  and  one  on  which  he  should 
have  an  extensive  and  special  knowledge.  How  much  there 
is  to  learn  from  the  writings  of  such  authorities  as  Hanbury 
and  Fliickiger,  and  how  much  still  remains  for  further  in- 
vestigation, with  regard  not  only  to  many  of  the  drugs  that 
hive  long  been  in  use,  but  also  to  the  newer  drugs  which 
are  constantly  being  brought  into  notice  by  travellers  and 
others. 

My  young  friends, 

USE  YOUR  OPPORTUNITIES 

to  the  best  of  your  abilities,  learn  all  you  can,  do  not  be 
diffident  in  asking  your  teacher  to  elucidate  difficulties  that 
may  present  themselves  to  you,  and  finally  conquer  them. 
Read  and  work  systematically,  always  bearing  in  mind  that 
the  chief  object  to  animate  your  work  should  be  self-improve- 
ment rather  than  mere  preparation  for  examination. 

Some  of  the  subjects  in  which  you  will  be  examined  for 
the  Minor,  such  as  pharmacy  and  dispensing,  are  very 
obviously  in  the  closest  connection  with  the  duties  which 
you  will  have  to  perform  in  the  exercise  of  your  calling,  but 
I  desire  to  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  making 
yourselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  physics,  chemistry, 
and  botany,  the  branches  of  science  upon  which  the  art  of 
pharmacy  is  mainly  based,  and  a  practical  and  intelligent 
knowledge  of  which  will  be  of  undoubted  service  to  you  in 
after  life.  I  say  practical  and  intelligent,  for  it  is  by  the 
practical  and  intelligent  application  of  your  knowledge  that 
you  will  find  the  best  road  to  success.  I  need  hardly  add 
that  I  consider  it  very  desirable  that  you  all  should  go 
through  a  course  of  instruction  for  the  Major  examination 
and  obtain  the  qualification  of  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

There  are  many  advantages  to  be  gained  by  taking  this 
further  step,  and  I  regret  that  such  a  large  proportion  of  our 
young  men  appear  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  Minor  qualifica- 


tion, which  has  been  recognised  by  the  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1863  as  sufficient  for  the  safety  of  the  public.  Many  reasons 
could  be  urged  in  favour  of  proceeding  to  the  Major 
examination,  but  I  have  not  time  to  discuss  them  on  this 
occasion.  If  there  were  no  other,  suiely  the  acquisition  of 
further  knowledge — knowledge  which  may  be  turned  to 
practical  account — should  be  sufficient  to  stimulate  a  larger 
number  to  qualify  as  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

Here  I  would  like  to  remind  you  that  for  those  possessing 
the  Major  qualification  opportunities  are  now  offered  in  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  at  Bloomsbury  Square  for  obtaining 
more  advanced  knowledge,  and  that  there  are  Redwood 
and  Burroughs  scholarships,  which  were  founded  to  assist 
students  anxious  to  obtain  further  experience  in  chemistry, 
but  which  unfortunately  are  not  just  now  being  utilised. 

Discussions  have  at  times  arisen  as  to  whether  our  calling 
may  be  considered  a  profession.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate 
the  point,  but  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  one  distin- 
guishing mark  of  a  profession  is  that  its  members  are 
jealous  of  the  honour  and  interested  in  the  progress  of  their 
common  calling.  Ruskin  has  said  li  Education  is  the  leading 
human  souls  to  what  is  best  and  making  what  is  best  of 
them.  The  training  which  makes  men  happiest  in  them- 
selves also  makes  them  most  serviceable  to  others."  And 
Lord  Bacon  has  said  "I  hold  every  man  to  be  a  debtor  to 
his  profession;  from  the  which,  as  men,  of  course,  do  seek  to 
receive  countenance  and  profit,  so  ought  they  of  duty  to 
endeavour  themselves  by  way  of  amends  to  be  a  help  and 
ornament  thereunto." 

Therefore,  if  you  wish  to 

PROMOTE  A  PROFESSIONAL  SPIRIT 

in  your  calling  you  will  all  in  due  course  become  loyal  and 
interested  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  whose 
objects  and  efforts  are  for  the  advancement  of  all  that  is 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  pharmacists  and  to  the  progress 
of  pharmacy,  though  the  measure  of  its  usefulness,  both  to 
the  individual  and  to  the  general  body,  depends  largely  on 
the  amount  of  support  accorded  by  its  members. 

Before  I  conclude  I  should  like  to  impress  upon  you  the 
importance  of  paying  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  body 
as  well  as  to  those  of  the  mind.  Mens  sx?ia  in  corpore  sano. 
Be  systematic  in  your  bodily  as  in  your  mental  exercises.  I 
say  this  because  at  our  examinations  I  see  so  many  men  who 
appear  to  have  neglected  this  obvious  duty.  I  would  there- 
fore strongly  advise  you  all,  as  you  have  opportunity,  to 
associate  yourselves  with  some  form  of  athletics  or  outdoor 
exercise.  A  strong  and  healthy  body  not  only  makes  life 
more  enjoyable,  but  also  enables  the  mind  to  work  with  less 
labour  and  to  greater  advantage. 

Finally,  one  word  more  as  to  success.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  wlio  think  that  material  success  invariably  attends  all 
wrell-directed  efforts.  Misfortune  comes  at  times  to  those 
whose  integrity,  industry,  and  knowledge  cannot  be  disputed. 
But  there  is  a  success  to  which  all  may  attain,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  character  conspicuous  by  its  honesty  of  purpose 
and  by  its  brave  devotion  to  duty  amidst  all  discouragements, 
a  character  which  will  command"  the  respect  of  all,  and  will 
finally  Iprove  far  more  valuable  than  the  possession  of 
material  wealth, 

Live  on,  brave  lives,  chained  to  the  narrow  round 
Of  Duty;  live,  expend  yourselves,  and  make 
The  Orb  of  Being  wheel  onward  steadfastly 
Upon  its  path — the  Lord  of  Life  alone 
Knows  to  what  Goal  of  Good ;  work  on,  live  on. 


Later  in  the  evening  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  was 
held  at  the  Masonic  Hall. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 

In  his  opening  address  to  this  Association  on  October  6 
the  President  (Mr.  C.  A.  Blarney)  impressed  upon  the 
members  the  importance  of  supporting  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  He  also  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
P.A.T.A. 

Four  of  the  committee  having  left  the  town,  Messrs. 
McGlinchy,  Ching,  Aird,  and  Dixon  were  elected  in  their 
places. 
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CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
THE  opening  meeting  was  held  on  October  7,  Mr.  T.  Morley 
Taylor  in  the  chair.     The  President,  in  his  inaugural 
address,  dealt  with 

Pharmaceutical  Legislation  in  this  Country 

as  it  affects  chemists,  and  particulary  the  public.  He  pointed 
out,  first,  that  the  laws  restricting  the  practice  of  the  pro- 
fessions which  are  restricted  by  Acts  of  Parliament  were 
made  by  the  public  for  the  public  good.  Pharmacy  was 
obviously  one  of  these  professions,  and  it  was  reasonable 
that,  as  the  medical  profession  and  the  public  are  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  the  pharmacist  in  respect  of  the  preparation 
of  medicines,  and  that  absolute  confidence  must  be  placed  in 
him,  an  Act  of  Parliament  governing  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
should  be  passed  to  protect  the  public  from  ignorance,  from 
incompetence,  from  adulteration  or  substitution,  and  the  in- 
discriminate sale  of  poisonous  drugs.  So  far  as  our  Acts  of 
1852  and  1858  merely  protect  titles  and  regulate  the  sale  of 
poisons,  they  are  deficient  both  in  their  text  and  their  work- 
ing ;  and  the  speaker  held  that  the  apothecary — "  that 
peculiar  indigenous  hybrid  " — might  be  taken  as  one  con- 
siderable reason  why  pharmacy  is  in  such  a  deplorably 
anomalous  position  in  this  country.  It  was  largely  owing  to 
him  and  his  jihysic-shop,  his  limited  selection  of  drugs,  and 
his  still  more  limited  knowledge  about  them,  that  the  chemist 
is  even  now  often  looked  on  as  merely  a  kind  of  fifth-rate  medi- 
cal man,  with  a  big  dash  of  tradesman  thrown  in.  Mr.  Taylor 
then  traced  the  history  of  the  relations  between  apothecaries 
and  druggists,  and  the  efforts  made  to  get  an  Act  regulating 
the  sale  of  poisons  previous  to  1868  As  this  has  all  been 
fully  related  in  our  ';  Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom,"  we  pass  over  the  interesting  summary 
given  by  the  President.  Dealing  with  the  Act  of  1868,  he 
asked, 

"  How  far  does  the  law  protect  the  public  from  ignor- 
ance and  incompetence  1 "  Unfortunately,  it  does  this  by 
examination  only,  but  the  public  are"  to  be  congratulated, 
as  much  as  we  are,  that  the  examination  is  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  representative  Society.  Although  the  best 
efforts  of  the  boards  are  handicapped  by  the  absence  of  a 
curriculum,  they  have  considerably  improved  matters  lately 
by  giving  the  candidate  two  days,  and  I  hope  that 
when  he  pays  ten  guineas  they  will  give  him  three 
days,  in  which  to  more  comfortably'  confide  the  result 
of  his  three  years'  experience  and  one  year's  scientific  study. 
Next,  how  far  does  the  law  protect  the  public  from  the  sale 
of  adulterated  or  substituted  medicines  !  In  section  15  of 
the  Act  of  1868.it  says,  "who  shall  compound  any  medi- 
cines of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  except  according  to  the 
formularies  of  that  Pharmacopoeia,"  shall  for  every  offence 
be  fined  51.  The  working  of  the  Act  here  is  of  course  super- 
seded by  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  but  still  the 
clause  stands  unrepealed,  and  seems  to  offer  a  chance  to 
some  official  of  an  inquiring  nature.  The  penalty  is  alto- 
gether inadequate.  We  could  imagine  the  modern  pushing 
young  man  quietly  entering  in  his  book  "  Advertising  5/.," 
and  pursuing  the  "  noiseless  tenor  of  his  way."  It  is  a 
monstrous  thing  for  a  physician's  best  efforts  in  combating 
disease  to  be  handicapped  by  the  administration  of  unre- 
liable medicines.  Considering  the  free  country  we  live  in, 
I  think  the  Act  is  fairly  effective  as  regards  the  sale  of 
poisons.  The  law  absolutely  restricts  the  sale  of  certain 
poisonous  substances  to  men  who,  by  their  special  education, 
are  supposed  to  possess  a  better  discriminating  power  than 
the  ordinary  trader.  It  places  a  check  on  them  by  means  of 
penalties,  and  no  doubt  there  is  a  still  further  check  in  the 
vision  of  possible  inquests  and  undesirable  notoriety. 

'•  The  most  serious  thing  for  pharmacy  in  this  present  day 
is  its  practice  by  irresponsible  corporations,  large  or  small. 
It  tends  to  kill  that  most  desirable  personal  element.  It 
tends  to  nullify  that  moral  responsibility  to  the  medical 
profession  and  the  public  which  is  given  to  every  chemist  at 
the  time  he  receives  his  diploma.  But  the  man  in  the 
street  cannot  see  any  reason  why,  with  a  qualified  man 
behind  the  counter,  it  matters  who  or  how  many  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  business :  nor  will  he  see  the  advisability 
of  separating  medical  and  pharmaceutical  duties  as  much  as 
possible.  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  chance  of  doing  away  with 
the  medics,!  man's  unqualified  dispenser  until  the  public 


mind  has  been  roused  by  a  case  of  ignorant  fatal  careless- 
ness in  dispensing  covered  by  a  criminally  false  certificate 
of  death.  We  can  only  come  to  the  conclusion,  then,  that  as 
the  average  Briton  bristles  up  at  the  word  "  monopoly,"  and 
breaks  out  into  "Rule  Britannia"  at  the  bare  suggestion  of 
interference  with  acknowledged  rights,  it  will  always  be 
useless  to  attempt  legislation  except  where  we  can  persuade 
the  public  that  the  circumstances  are  replete  with  serious 
public  danger." 

The  President  went  on  to  say  that  what  chemists  can  do 
is  to  store  up  for  ultimate  good  education,  unity,  and  self- 
respect.  He  concluded  his  address  with  an  appeal  to  the 
members  to  take  an  interest  in  the  proceedings,  and  to 
non-members  to  join  the  Association.  A  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  President  for  his  address  was  passed,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  C.  Morley,  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  Robinson. 


THE  BRADFORD  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  Norman  Pickard,  has  written  aletter  to  a 
number  of  patent-medicine  proprietors,  expressing  regret  that 
their  preparation  has  not  been  added  to  the  protected  list  of 
proprietary  articles. 

HALIFAX  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  last  week,  Mr.  J.  B.  Brierley, 
who  presided,  announced  with  sincere  regret  that  Mr. 
H.  W.  Seely  had  felt  compelled  to  tender  his  resignation  as 
Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Association.  Mr.  Seely  had  been  laid  up 
for  several  weeks  with  rheumatic  fever  and  subsequent 
complications.  The  members  agreed  to  send  a  letter  of 
sympathy  to  Mr.  Seely,  and  to  defer  the  question  of  the 
secretaryship  until  the  annual  meeting,  which  is  to  be  held 
at  the  end  of  November  or  early  in  December. 


MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley,  President,  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  Blackburn  (Secretary)  read  the  annual  report, 
which  detailed  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  during  the 
last  official  year.  They  had  raised  a  special  subscription 
for  the  Benevolent  Fund  amounting  to  1171.  An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  bring  about  uniformity  of  prices,  and 
success  in  that  direction  was  hoped  for.  The  Treasurer 
reported  a  balance  in  hand  of  107.  3s.  3^. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  "  stocktaking "  was  more  favourable  than  in  any 
previous  year.  He  was  convinced  that  a  strong  society  might 
be  formed  in  Manchester,  especially  with  a  more  energetic 
president.  (No,  no.)  He  regretted  that  only  about 
sixty  persons  attended  P.A.T.A.  meetings,  although  about 
six  hundred  circulars  had  been  sent  out.  Their  subscriptions 
to  the  Benevolent  Fund  had  been  very  satisfactory.  The  new 
price-list  would  be  ready  for  delivery  in  a  few  days,  and  the 
members  would  find  it  of  great  use  to  them.  They  were 
about  to  have  a  pharmaceutical  Lord  Mayor  in  Manchester — 
Alderman  R.  Gibson — (cheers) — who  had  acted  as  the 
treasurer  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  who  had  proved  him- 
self a  gentleman  ready  to  assist  the  chemists  of  the  city  in 
any  way  he  could.  His  election  was  a  great  honour  to  the 
trade.  (Applause.)  It  would  be  quite  a  unique  occasion, 
and  they  should  celebrate  it  in  a  fitting  manner.  A  strong 
sub-committee  would  be  formed  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements — (hear,  hear) — and  he  hoped  a  suitable  enter- 
tainment for  his  Lordship  would  be  provided. 

Mr.  H.  Kemp,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  something 
should  be  done  to  increase  their  membership  by  bringing  in 
chemists  from  the  outside  districts.  With  regard  to  the 
P.A.T.A.  they  were  allowing  grocers  to  deal  in  medicines,  and 
he  was  afraid  chemists  hereafter  would  have  cause  to  regret 
it.  Nevertheless,  he  had  hopes  that  in  the  dim  and  distant 
future  the  day  would  come  when  chemists  would  have  the 
sole  right  of  dealing  with  medicines.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  following  were  elected  members  of  the  Council : — 
Messrs.  G.  S.  Woolley,  E.  Yates,  J.  R.  Yoimg,  F.  W.  Bates, 
A.  Blackburn,  H.  Kemp,  W.  Kirkby,  P.  KnottT  W.  Lane,  G.  H. 
Westmacott,  A.  J.  Pidd,  J.  W.  Walton,  and  J.  Wild.  Mr.  J. 
Blyton  was  thanked  for  auditing  the  accounts. 
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It  is  probable  that  the  new  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  will 
be  invited  to  a  dinner. 


MIDLAND  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  are  the  meetings  to  be  held  during  the 
session : — 

1897 

Nov.  4. — Conversazione  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  8.30  P.M. 
„  25. — Discussion  on  the  following  subjects  at 
Masons  College,  at  8.30  p.m.  : — 1.  "  Pro- 
vincial Pharmaceutical  Organisation." 
2.  "  The  Modified  Examination,  or  Other- 
wise." 3.  "  The  Necessity  of  a  Company 
Exhibiting  the  Name  of  the  Pharmacist 
who  Transacts  the  Sale  of  a  Drug."  Dis- 
cussion to  be  opened  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Gibbs. 

Dec.     9. — Discussion  on  Trade  Subjects. 
1898 

Jan.     6. — "  Dispensing  Difficulties,"   by   Members,  at 

Masons  College,  at  8.30  p.m. 
„     20.— Twenty-fifth  Annual  Ball,  at  Grand  Hotel. 
Feb.  10.— Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Barclay,  B.Sc,  F.C.S.,  at 

Masons  CoMege,  at  8.30  p.m. 
March  3. — Smoking-concert. 

„     24.— Short  Papers,  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock,  F.I.C., 

F.C.S.,  Mr.  J.  Spilsbury,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 

and  Mr.  T.  G.  Joyce,  B.Sc. 
April  14. — Paper  :  "  The  Bacterial  Purification  of  Water," 

by  Dr.  Percy  Frankland,  F.R.S. 
May     5. — Annual  Meeting  and  Dinner. 


MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  Phaemaceutical  Society  Criticised. 

In  his  address  at  the  opening  meeting  of  the  Midland 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  held  at  the  Exchange 
Rooms,  Birmingham,  on  October  6,  Mr.  H.  Jessop,  the 
President,  passed  some  strictures  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  At  the  outset  he  emphasised  the  advantages  of 
combination,  and  expressed  a  fear  that  chemists' assistants, 
as  a  body,  sadly  lacked  that  spirit  of  combination  which 
seemed  to  pervade  other  spheres  of  labour,  and  by  means  of 
which  great  things  were  accomplished.  He  did  not  advocate 
organisation  for  any  purposes  hostile  to  the  employers,  but 
if  local  associations  joined  together  and  became  a  power  in 
the  trade  they  could,  for  instance,  appeal  as  a  united  body 
against  such  a  one-sided  affair  as  the  increase  of  the  Minor 
fee,  because  it  was  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  chemists'  assist- 
ants that  the  hard-earned  guineas  were  to  be  taken.  And 
for  what  ?  As  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  conclusively 
showed — in  order  to  support  a  periodical  which  could  not  make 
itself  pay,  and  which  was  of  very  .doubtful  value  to  the  trade 
at  large.  This  increase  of  the  fee  would  keep  very  few  men 
out  of  the  profession.  A  man  who  had  patiently  studied  for 
years  might  have  to  delay  for  a  year  or  two  to  eke  out  the 
extra  fee,  but  he  would  not,  on  account  of  this  increase, 
give  up  what  it  had  taken  him  years  to  acquire.  The 
Society  knew  that  practically  whatever  they  said  must  be 
done  by  the  candidates  for  the  Minor  examinations,  and  his 
wonder  was  that  they  did  not  make  the  fee  20  guineas 
whilst  they  were  about  it.  If  the  Society  gave  its  Minor 
men  any  protection  after  paying  the  extra  fee  one  would  not 
mind  so  much,  but,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  they  were  going 
to  do  nothing  more  than  what  they  had  done,  and  that  cer- 
tainly was  not  much.  After  a  man  passed  the  Minor  he 
found  he  had  to  compete  with  an  unqualified  trader  who 
sold  everything  the  qualified  man  sold,  with  the  exception  of 
the  few  paltry  poisons  which  did  not  pay  for  the  average 
man's  salt.  Complaint  was  made  that  the  Society  was  not 
properly  supported  by  the  trade  ;  but  the  success  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  proved  that  if  the  Society  would  put  itself  into 
fighting  attitude,  and  do  something  tangible,  the  trade  would 
only  be  too  glad  to  support  it.  Discussing  the  apprentice- 
ship system,  which  he  described  as  "rotten,"  Mr.  Jessop 
pointed  out  how  in  many  instances  the  errand-boy,  with  a 
limited  board-school  education,  but  who  had  made  himself 
useful  in  the  shop,  was  apprenticed  to  the  chemist  who  saw 
the  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  boy's  services  for  four  or 
five  years  for  a  mere  pittance ;  how,  after  his  time  is  out,  he 
takes  a  place  as  improver,  with  no  time  for  study  ;  and  how 
he  usually  ends  by  commencing  business  in  some  back  street 


as  an  unqualified  chemist  and  becomes  a  disgrace  to  the 
craft,  and  after  a  time  a  severe  competitor  to  the  legitimate 
chemist.  The  sooner  the  errand-boy  apprentice  class  was 
eliminated  the  better,  and  he  considered  the  adoption  of  the 
following  suggestions  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion : — (1)  Give  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the  monopoly 
of  the  apprenticeship  system — that  is,  apprentice  the  youth 
to  the  Society,  and  not  to  the  individual  chemist.  (2)  Be- 
fore allowing  the  youth  to  be  apprenticed  insist  that  he 
should  have  passed  the  Preliminary  examination.  (3)  In- 
crease the  period  required  to  be  spent  in  dispensary,  &c,  to 
four  years ;  any  time  spent  in  the  dispensary  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Preliminary  not  to  count  as  part  of  the  four 
years.  (4)  Give  the  Society  power  to  charge  a  small  fee  for 
registration  of  apprentices,  who  shall  be  granted  a  certificate 
setting  forth  that  they  are  registered  apprentices  to  the 
Society,  that  they  will  be  allowed  to  present  themselves  for 
the  Minor  examination  when  they  are  21  years  of  age,  and 
have  served  four  years  with  a  registered  chemist,  druggist, 
or  pharmaceutical  chemist.  These  rules  might  not  alto- 
gether prevent  the  errand-boy  apprentice  system,  but  their 
enforcement  would  soon  teach  such  boys  that  they  would 
never  be  in  a  position  to  earn  an  honourable  livelihood  as  a 
chemist.  They  would  consequently  leave  the  field  open  for 
young  men  who  had  the  ability  and  the  means  to  pass  the 
examinations. 

Mr.  CASSON  did  not  think  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
the  power  to  apprentice  the  pupil  to  itself  instead  of  to  the 
individual  chemist.  The  Society  was  doing  all  it  could  to 
protect  the  qualified  man  ;  all  it  could  do  was  to  prosecute 
unqualified  persons  'who  sold  poisons.  What  they  wanted 
was  a  new  law,  and  that  seemed  hopeless  at  present.  He  was 
not  a  particularly  earnest  supporter  of  the  Society,  but  he 
thought  it  was  doing  its  best  under  present  circumstances. 

Mr.  Lawton  and  others  joined  in  the  discussion. 

A  smoking-concert  followed. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 

ASSOCIATION. 
The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  the 
Metropole  Hotel,  Newcastle,  on  October  13.  Mr.  T.  Maltby 
Clague  (President)  was  in  the  chair.  The  Secretary's  report 
showed  that  the  average  attendance  at  the  meetings  for  last 
session  was  fifty-six.  The  Treasurer  reported  a  credit 
balance  of  81.  8s.  10^d.  The  Association's  headquarters  for 
the  current  session  will  be  the  Metropole  Hotel,  and  meetings 
will  be  held,  as  far  as  practicable,  on  the  second  Wednesday 
of  every  month,  at  8  P.M.,  October  to  April  inclusive.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  session,  on  November  17,  will  be  a 
lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie,  F.C.S.  The  following 
were  elected  to  serve  on  the  Executive  for  the  current 
year  :— President :  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague  (Newcastle).  Vice- 
Presidents  :  Messrs.  A.  Ernest  Owen  (Newcastle),  C.  Ridley 
(Newcastle),  and  J.  D.  Rose  (Jarrow-on-Tyne).  Treasurer : 
Mr.  W.  Kerse  (Newcastle).  Council :  Messrs.  G.  Duncan, 
F.  R.  Dudderidge,  W.  Pescod,  L.  Williamson,  R.  Wright,  and 
Graham  (Newcastle),  R.  Brand  (Wallsend),  and  Jno.  Gibson, 
jun.  (Hexham).  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  smoking-concert 
on  October  27  in  Metropole  Hotel. 


OXFORD  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  second  session  was  held  at  the 
Clarendon  Hotel,  Oxford,  on  October  12,  the  President, 
Mr.  J.  Claridge  Druce,  Sheriff  of  Oxford,  in  the  chair.  Five 
candidates  were  nominated  for  election  as  members.  Mr. 
G.  T.  Price,  for  many  years  Local  Secretary  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  was  unanimously  re-elected  to  that  office  by 
members  and  associates  of  the  Society  present.  It  was 
decided  that  the  Association  should  hold  its  meetings  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  each  month  witli  the  exception  of  the 
vacation  months — June,  July,  August,  and  September. 


PLYMOUTH,  DEVONPORT,  STONEHOUSE  AND 
DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  October  6,  Mr.  G.  Breeze,  J.P.' 
in  the  chair.    The  report  of  the  past  year's  proceedings 
showed  both  business  and  social  activity.  The  Hall,  smoking- 


October  16,  1897 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


633 


concert,  and  excursion  all  seemed  to  have  left  pleasant 
memories.  The  membership  had  risen  from  111  to  130,  and  36 
members  had  associated  for  trade  defence,  each  guaranteeing 
to  contribute  10s.  in  the  event  of  the  prosecution  of  any,  the 
Association  solicitor  to  defend  in  such  case.  The  Secretary 
has  succeeded  in  getting  promises  from  among  the  members 
to  make  up  a  gift  of  ten  guineas  for  any  member  who 
may  succeed  in  winning  the  Bell  scholarship.  A  suggestion 
was  made  that  the  Preliminary  examination  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  might  be  held  in  t  he  Plymouth  rooms.  The 
election  of  local  secretaries  of  the  Society  was  also  discussed, 
some  members  thinking  it  advisable  to  change  these  at  least 
every  three  years. 

Mr.  Park,  who  was  absent,  had  sent  a  letter  advocating  the 
increase  of  the  subscription  of  apprentices  from  Is.  to  2s.  6d., 
the  same  as  assistants  pay.  So  strong,  however,  was  the 
opposition  that  the  proposal  was  dropped. 

The  following  officials  were  elected  : — President,  Mr.  James 
Cocks ;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  Woods  (Plymouth),  Mr.  Swain- 
son  (Devonport),  Mr.  Reade  (Stonehouse  and  district)  ; 
Committee,  Messrs.  Bailey,  Barge,  and  A.  D.  Breeze  (Ply- 
mouth) ;  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Davey  (Devonport)  :  Mr.  F. 
Maitland  (Stonehouse),  Junior  Section ;  Mr.  Cantle ;  Secretary, 
Mr.  Downing ;  Auditors,  Messrs.  H.  P.  Hearder  and  W.  I 
Austin ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Condy  U'Ren ;  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  C.  T.  Weary. 

Mr.  Weary  proposed  that  labels  should  ba  affixed 
to  P.A.T.A.  articles  explaining  that  the  makers  had  put 
up  the  prices.  Some  thought  this  was  too  much  in  the 
style  of  the  drug-store,  but  it  was  left  over  for  further 
discussion.  It  was  decided  that  Mr.  Reade  should  conduct  an 
examination  in  botany  on  October  13  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Park 
and  Mr.  J.  Kinton  Bond,  B.Sc,  have  promised  to  give  prizes 
to  the  value  11.  Is.  Mr.  Johnson's  materia  medica,  Latin, 
and  pjsology  class  will  re-commence  on  October  27  at 
8  p.m.  and  each  alternate  Wednesday.  Mr.  Reade's  class  on 
pharmacy  will  resume  on  November  3  and  each  alternate 
Wednesday,  each  class  to  commence  at  8  p.m.  until  9.30. 


ABERDEEN  JUNIOR  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  Bremner  has  resigned  the  presidency  of  this  Associa- 
tion, owing  to  his  having  opened  a  new  business  in  Port 
Errol,  and  was,  therefore,  unable  to  attend  the  meetings. 
Mr.  A.  P.  Wallace  has  been  elected  President.  The  Associa- 
tion has  decided  to  offer  two  prizes  for  practical  dispensing 
and  one  prize  for  an  essay. 


personalities. 


Me.  J.  LaidlAW  Ewixg  has  been  appointed  a  councillor 
of  the  Edinburgh  Guildry. 

Me.  Martin  Peiest,  F.C.S.,  formerly  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  has  been  appointed  chief  assayer  to  the  Imperial  Mint 
at  Nankin,  China. 

Messes.  Blondeau  &  Cie.  have  promised  a  20-guinea 
dressing-case  as  a  prize  for  Truth's  doll-dressing  competition 
for  the  hospital  gifts  at  Christmas. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Dodd  (director)  and  Mr.  H.  Jenkins  (of  Allen 
&  Hanburys,  Limited,  London)  have  just  returned  from  a 
trip  to  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Brother  E.  E.  Jackson,  medicated-lozenge  manufac- 
turer, was  invested  as  J.W.  at  the  annual  installation  of 
the  Unity  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  Crediton,  last  week. 

Mr.  Samborne  Cook,  chemist,  of  Nottingham,  has  been 
adopted  as  the  Liberal  candidate  for  the  Forest  Ward  of 
Nottingham  at  the  forthcoming  municipal  election.  Mr. 
Cook  is  already  a  popular  member  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 


Formaldehyde  for  Mosquitoes. — Dr.  Henry  Liston,  of 
Sunderland,  states  that  when  on  the  Zanzibar  coast  he  used 
a  40-per-cent.  solution  of  formaldehyde  for  mosquito-bites 
with  remarkably  quick  and  efficacious  results.  It  should  be 
applied  to  the  bites  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  cork  of  the 
bottle,  and  allowed  to  dry  on. 


£rafc>e  IReports. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  October  14. 

BUSINESS  in  the  drug  and  chemical  markets  continues  in 
a  fairly  satisfactoiy  condition.    In  heavy  chemicals- 
there  have  been  several  changes.    Sulphate  of  copper  and 
benzol  are  steady.    Cream  of  tartar  is  easier.    Sulphate  of 
ammonia  has  declined.    In  carbolic  acid  there  is  no  change, 
but  citric  and  tartaric  acids  are  slow  of  sale.    Soda  crystals 
are  very  firm.    In  fine  chemicals  almost  the  only  feature  of 
interest  is  the  renewed  upward  movement  in  quinine,  which 
began  on  Wednesday  and  looks  like  making  further  pro- 
gress.   Sulphonal  is  now  reported  to  be  firmer  again ;  the 
position  of  this  article  is  very  uncertain.    Cinchonidine  is 
again  dearer.    At  the  London  cinchona-auctions  on  Tuesday 
a  big  advance  was  obtained  on  the  preceding  London  sales, 
and  in  some  cases  the  Amsterdam  unit  was  exceeded.  Red 
barks  were  particularly  dear.    To-day's  drug-sales  passed 
off    with  a  very   steady    feeling,   about    43    per  cent, 
of  the  lots  offered  finding  buyers  at  the  auctions.  Cape 
aloes  was  easier  at  to-day's  sales,  and  the  Curacao  kind 
also  sold  at  lower  rates.    Good  Socotrine  aloes,  however,  is 
firmly  held.    Buchu-leaves  are  less  inquired  for,  and  the 
recent  advance  was  not  maintained  to-day.  Camphor  is  firm  ; 
Cascara  sagrada  2s.  6/1.  per  cwt.  dearer.    Calumba-root  also 
shows  an  advance  of  about  3s.  per  cwt.    Common  Sumatra 
benzoin  sold  at  very  low  prices.     Fine  was  not  offered. 
Cubebs  are,  perhaps,  a  shade  firmer.    Ordinary  dragon's- 
blood  easier.  Gamboge  steady,  but  in  larger  supply.  Gentian 
root  remains  firm.    Ergot  of  rye  steady.    Jalap  held  for 
more  money.    Ipecacuanha  unchanged  as  regards  Rio,  but 
dearer  for  Carthagena  root.    Musk  quiet.    Myrrh  difficult 
of  sale  at  the  high  limits  asked.     Rhubarb  sold  fairly 
well.    Tinnevelly  senna  in  very  strong  demand  and  excited 
at  an  advance  of  fully  \d.  per  lb.    Senega-root  is  firm. 
Genuine  grey  Jamaica  and  Lima  sarsaparillas  are  scarce. 
Honey  dull  of  sale.    Beeswax  easier.    Vanilla  fairly  steady. 
Castor  oil  is  barely  maintained  in  price,  but  rather  more 
business  is  reported  in  cod-liver  oil.    In  essential  oils  there 
are  several  changes  to  report.    Citronella  oil  is  dearer; 
lemongrass  oil  also  firmer.    On  the  other  hand,  star-anise 
oil  is  lower  and  cassia  oil  flat.    Cajnput  oil  firm.  Pepper- 
mint oils  generally  dull.    Oils  of  cinnamon  and  cinnamon- 
leaf    flat.      New    crop    lemon,    bergamot,    and  orange 
oils     are     being     offered     from    Italy     for  shipment 
next    month.     Oils    of    clove    and  pimento  are  dearer. 
The  spice-market  still  maintains  an  extremely  firm  tone. 
Black  and  white  peppers  have  made  a  further  advance.  At 
auction  Id.  per  lb.  was  paid  for  fair  Singapore.  Arrow- 
root is  steady,  tapioca  quiet.    The  position  of  pimento  is 
■  well  maintained,  with  a  firm  tendency.    Cochin  ginger  is 
I  quiet,  Jamaica  very  firm.    Mace,  nutmegs,  and  cassia  lignea 
'  firmly  held.    Chillies  remain  in  good  demand.  Zanzibar 
|  cloves  have  made  a  further  considerable  advance.    In  dry- 
,  salteries  there  are  but  few  alterations.    No  public  sales  have 
been  held  this  week.    Shellac  is  rather  steadier,  but  busi- 
i  ness  has  not    been    very    brisk.    Gambier    is    a  little 
firmer.    At  this  week's  auctions  of  E.I.  indigo,  Madras  sold 
well,  with  an  occasional  advance  of  2d.  per  lb.    Fine  Bengal 
was  2d.  lower,  other  kinds  steady.    Tragacanth  was  dull  of 
sale  at  last  Friday's  auctions.    Linseed  oil  is  fully  4§d  per 
cwt.  higher  in  all  positions.    Crude  rape  oil  is  Is.  to  Is.  6d.+ 
and  refined  Is.  per  cwt.  dearer.    Ravison  Is.  up.  Refined 
cotton-seed  oil  is  steadier,  crude  a  turn  dearer.  Cocoanut, 
palm,  and  olive  oils  are  unaltered.    Turpentine  has  declined 
rather   seriously,  to-day's  price  being   23s.   3d.  per  cwt> 
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American  petroleum  is  about  ^d.  lower,  at  from4~d.  to  5%d 
per  gal.  according  to  brand ;  Eussian,  4Jd  to  4^(2.  per  gallon 


In  our  issue  of  September  18  we  referred  to  the  alleged 
cornering  of  the  market  in  Angostura  tonca-beans  in  U.S.A. 

by  an  American  Syndicate,  who  had  succeeded 
I°dCa  beanS  in  getfcing  Congress  to  put  a  duty  of  50c.  per 
Speculators,  lb-  upon  the  article.  It  appears,  from  authori- 
tative information  supplied  to  us  by  a  New 
York  subscriber,  that  this  report  (which,  we  may  say,  was 
based  upon  a  note  in  an  American  contemporary)  is  incorrect. 
The  facts,  we  understand,  are  as  follows  : — "  It  is  supposed 
that,  during  the  Tariff  agitation  in  the  United  States,  the 
owners  of  300,000  to  400,000  lbs.  of  Angostura  tonca-beans 
made  a  strong  effort  to  have  a  duty  of  50c.  per  lb.  imposed 
on  toncas  generally,  and  for  awhile  such  a  paragraph  was  in 
the  proposed  Bill ;  but,  as  such  a  duty  would  have  been  an 
enormous  tax  on  the  common  Para  beans  (worth  only  Id.  to 
15 i.  fjer  lb.),  these  speculators  overshot  the  mark,  and  their 
effort  called  forth  a  vigorous  protest  from  the  trade, 
resulting  in  the  objectionable  paragraph  being  dropped,  and 
tonca-beans  of  all  varieties  are  now,  as  they  have  been  for 
years,  free  of  duty  on  importation  into  the  United  States." 

A  syndicate  has  been  formed  for  the  erection  of  large 
chemical-works  at  Cledford  Bridge,  Middlewich,  Cheshire. 

It  is  intended  to  manufacture  soda-ash,  bicar- 
New  Alkali-     bonate  of  soda,  bleaching-powder,  &c,  by  the 

new  Hargreaves-Bird  electrical  proiess.  A 
•copious  supply  of  brine,  rising  to  the  height  of  145  feet,  has 
been  discovered,  and  will  be  utilised.  It  is  expected  that 
work  will  be  found  for  the  men  who  were  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment by  the  recent  closing  of  an  alkali-works  in 
Middlewich. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursday 
Hamburg  afternoon  that  Quinine  is  slightly  easier,  if 
Telegram.  anything,  though  without  quotable  change. 
Turpentine  is  also  easier,  while  Carnavba  wax  is  reported 
firmer.    Citronella  oil  advancing  steadily. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  after- 
noon: — "Oil  of  peppermint  is  declining  in  price  all  round,  the 
New  York  present  quotations  being  unprecedentedly  low. 
Cablegram.  Senega-root  very  firm ;  Minnesota  30j.  per  lb. 
Golden-seal  root  is  steadier,  at  from  653.  to  70c.  per  lb.  Gum 
chicle  strong  at  25c.  per  lb.,  and  likely  to  go  still  dearer. 
Sassafras-bark  scarce  and  inquired  for ;  8j.  per  lb.  is  the  cur- 
rent quotation.  Bleached  American  beeswax  30  3.  per  lb. 
Damiana- leaves  are  quite  wanting,  and  the  price  is  nominal. 
Cajuput  oil  rising;  70z.  per  bottle  is  the  price.  No  Curacao 
aloes  is  arriving ;  the  price  runs  from  3|c.  to  7£c.  per  lb. 
according  to  quality." 


Aloes. —  Cape  aloes  was  represented  at  to-day's  sales  by 
55  cases,  showing  a  fair  average  assortment  of  quality.  Of 
this  quantity  16  cases  sold  at  lower  prices,  fair  bright, 
19  s.  Qd. ;  partly  burnt  and  drossy,  17s.  to  18.s.  Qd. ;  ordinary 
dull  gritty,  15s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  This  marks  a  decline  of  about 
2s.  per  cwt.  Of  Curacao  only  52  packages,  partly  of  old 
import  (1882  to  1888),  were  offered.  The  quality  was  gene- 
rally poor,  and  prices  were  decidedly  easier,  the  entire  supply 
selling  at  from  10s.  6d.  to  lis.  6d.  per  cwt.,  for  dull,  partly 
brown,  mixed,  and  9s.  6^.  per  cwt.  for  common  cindery, 
while  fair  dark  and  livery  mixed  realised  17s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
There  was  also  a  parcel  of  69  packages,  fair  to  good,  partly 
soft,  Socotrine  aloes  from  Bombay.  It  has  been  offered 
before,  and  is  held  for  high  prices,  80s.  per  cwt. 

Ajibeegeis. — Two  parcels  were  offered  to-day.  One  of 
4  tins  of  common  quality  was  bought  in,  from  30s.  to  35s. 
per  oz.  being  asked  for  the  best  lots.  Another,  also  of  4 
tins,  weighing  about  134  oz..  was  bought  in  at  82s.  Qd.  for 
good.  70s.  to  65s.  for  fair,  and  35s.  per  oz.  for  common, 
quality.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  offerings  that  there  is 
a  fairly  plentiful  supply  at  present. 


AEAEOBA. — At  auction  to-day  6  barrels  from  Bahia,  of 
fair  greenish-grey  colour,  were  offered.  No  bid  was  made 
and  the  parcel  was  bought  in  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

AsapcetidA.— Eighty-one  cases  were  offered  at  auction  to- 
day. They  had  all  been  shown  already  at  previous  sales  in 
August  and  September.  The  parcel  was  very  highly  limited, 
and,  as  holders  would  not  give  way  in  the  slightest,  only 
8  cases  ordinary  stony  gum  were  sold.  These  realised  the 
high  figure  of  50s.  per  cwt.  For  dry  free,  fair  drop,  60s.  per 
cwt.  is  required,  but  a  bid  of  57s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  will  be  sub- 
mitted. 

Benzoin.— Of  Si  am  gum  29  cases  were  shown,  but  these 
did  not  include  anything  of  decent  quality.  Nine  cases  dull, 
blooky,  partly  knse  grey  sif tings,  woody  mixed  and  small, 
sold  at  the  low  figure  of  45s.  per  cwt.,  "  without  reserve  " ; 
and  of  another  parcel  of  20  cases,  4  found  buyers,  at  6£.  10s. 
per  cwt.  for  small  almonds  in  block,  mixed  with  wood  and  of 
dirty  grey  colour,  and5£.  10s.  for  a  duller  parcel.  Of  Sumatra, 
gum  about  200  packages  were  shown,  fully  half  of  which 
sold  at  a  decided  reduction  in  value  for  common 
quality.  Fine  gum  was  not  offered,  and  remains  scarce. 
Good  seconds,  almondy  centres,  false-packed  ends  realised 
6/.  10?. ;  rather  grey  and  dull  ditto,  51.  17s.  Qi.  to  Ql.  Fair 
medium,  almondy  centres,  but  very  grey  and  false  packed, 
from  92s.  Qd.  to  102s.  Qd. ;  common  dull  ditto,  from  85s. 
down  to  71s.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of  10  cases  fair  glassy 
Penang  brought  from  57s.  Qi.  to  55s.  ;  and  20  case's  dull 
Palembang  sold  cheaply  at  17s.  Qd.  per  cwt, 

Buchu-eeaves  remain  scarce  and  high  prices  are  asked. 
There  have  been  no  direct  imports,  and  although  fair 
quantities  still  exist  in  second-hand  in  London,  holders 
are  very  reluctant  to  offer,  the  general  opinion  being 
that  still  higher  prices  will  still  be  seen.  Long  leaves 
seem  to  be  altogether  wanting;  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  would  be  much  demand 
for  them.  The  round  leaves  offered  were  generally  of  ex- 
tremely poor  quality,  mostly  quite  discoloured.  Altogether 
18  bales  of  this  kind  were  shown,  but  the  result  of  the  sale 
did  not  quite  come  up  to  expectation,  only  4  bales  selling  at 
a  decline  of  about  \d.  per  lb. — viz.,  dull  round  yellowish  at 
5}d.  to  5H.  per  lb.  For  pale,  discoloured,  partly  stalky,  a 
bid  of  4|rf.  was  refused. 

Calumba. — Scarce  and  dear.  At  auction  to-day  only  a 
few  lots  were  offered,  and  one  of  these,  consisting  of  31  bags 
small  to  medium,  rather  grey  and  wormy  root,  was  imported 
from  Bombay  as  long  ago  as  1882.  In  the  winter  oE  that 
year  a  run  on  bitter  drugs  suddenly  caused  the  price  of 
calumba-root  to  advance  from  18s.  or  20s.  to  90.?.  and  95s.  per 
cwt.  To-day  the  parcel  realised  from  31s.  61.  to  33s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  This  shows  an  advance  of  about  3s.  on  the  last 
auction  rates.  For  12  bags  small  dull  washed  30s.  per  cwt 
is  quoted. 

Camphoe  (Ceude). — A  very  firm  market,  but  almost 
without  business.  For  Formosa,  gum,'  October-November 
shipment,  92s.  per  cwt.,  ci.f.,  is  now  asked,  while  Japa% 
quotes  nominally  at  98s.  to  100s.  per  cwt. 

Camphoe  (Repined). — Market  very  firm.  The  refiners 
report  a  steady  demand,  and  it  is  said  that  but  little  German 
refined  camphor  is  at  present  offering  as  most  of  the  German 
makers  are  over-sold  already.  English  refined  bells  in 
20  cwt.  lots  are  quoted  at  Is.  Z\d.  per  lb.  by  the  makers. 

CAEDAMOMS. — At  auction  only  29  cases  were  offered. 
These  met  with  a  very  strong  demand,  and  although  holders 
were  firm,  17  packages  sold  at  about  4fZ.  advance,  Ceylon- 
Mysore,  fair,  long  and  round  mixed  medium  pale,  3s.  Qd. ; 
ditto,  mixed  sizes,  brownish,  partly  split,  3s.  per  lb.  For 
medium  to  bold  bright  Mysore,  4s.  9^.  is  asked  ;  and  for  small 
to  medium  a  bid  of  4s.  2d.  was  refused.  Telliclierry  sold  at 
from  3s.  2d.  for  small  up  to  4s.  per  lb.  for  good  medium  to 
bold  brown,  and  for  Seed  4s.  per  lb.  is  asked.  The  imports 
this  week  include  51  cases  from  Colombo  per  Javi. 

CASCAEILLA. — The  two  lots  at  auction  to-day  included 
one  of  15  bales  small  dull  thin  grey  bark,  for  which  35s.  per 
cwt.  is  asked,  and  one  of  12  bales  sittings,  for  which  a  bid  of 
15s.  per  cwt.  was  refused,  the  lot  being  bought  in  at  21s. 
per  cwt. 

Cinchonidine  is  still  extremely  scarce.    This  week  8d. 
per  oz.  has  been  paid  for  small  available  parcels. 
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Cinchona. — Seven  catalogues,  comprising  1,263  packages 
were  offered  at  auction  on  Tuesday.  They  were  divided  as 
follows  :  — 

Packages.  Packages. 
African  cinchona      ...       420    of  which  337  were  sold. 
Ceylon  cinchona        ...       273        „         157  „ 
Bast  Indian  cinchona...       235        „        170  „ 
Java  cinchona ...       ...       168        „         107  „ 

South  American  cinchona   361        ,,         92  ,, 
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The  anticipation  that  prices  would  be  fully  up  to  the 
limit  of  the  Amsterdam  sales  was  fully  realised.  In  some 
instances,  in  fact,  the  Amsterdam  unit  was  exceeded.  The 
average  unit  realised  by  manufacturing  bark  may  be  put 
down  at  l^d.  per  lb. ;  but  in  some  cases  red  barks  realised 
comparatively  much  higher  prices,  on  account  of  their 
cinchonidine-content.  The  following  are  the  approximate 
quantities  of  bark  acquired  by  various  buyers : — 

Lbs. 

Agents  for  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  fact.  67,830 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   43,828 

Agents  for  the  Auerbach  factory  ...       ...       ...  34,710 

Agents  for  the  American  factory  ...       ...       ...  21,698 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort-on-Maine  and  Stuttgart 

factory    ...    8,040 

Agents  for  Paris  factory    ...       ...       ...       ...  2,620 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  factory...       ...       ...  80 

Various  buyers   13,311 

Total  quantity  of  bark  sold  ...  192,117 
Bought  in  and  withdrawn        ...  42,490 

Total  quantity  of  bark  offered  ...  234,607 
The  prices  realised  were  as  follows  : — Ceylon  and  E.  I.  barJis  : 
Ledgeriana,  4gd.  to  7§r7.  per  lb. ;  officinalis,  1\d.  to  4|r7. 
per  lb.  ;  succirubra,  2\d.  to  7ftf.  per  lb.";  hybrid, 
2\d.  per  lb.  Java  barks:  hybrid,  7£d.  to  l\d.  per 
lb.  ;  W.  African  succirubra  quill  and  chips,  Z\d.  to 
6fd.  per  lb.  South  American  bark:  Soft  Columbian,  Hd.  per 
lb.  ;  yellow  cultivated  Eolivian  quill,  b\d.  to  8^d.  per  lb. 
At  auction  to-day  29  cases  red  Java  bark  in  Druggists'  quills 
were  offered.  The  whole  of  this  parcel  has  been  lying  in 
London  since  1888,  and  might  have  lain  perdu  here  for  years 
to  come  yet,  but  for  the  recent  rise  in  bark.  The  lot  was  in 
fine  stout  druggists'  quills  both  long  and  short,  and  was 
valued  variously  at  from  Id.  to  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  At  auction, 
however,  no  bids  at  all  were  made,  and  the  parcels  were 
bought  in  at  from  9d.  to  Is.  per  lb.  A  parcel  of  29  packages 
red  JUL  bark  was  also  bought  in.  Bold  to  medium 
druggists'  quill  at  10^.  to  Is.  per  lb.  Dull  to  fair  quilly  chips 
were  bought  in  at  6d.  per  lb.  Of  a  parcel  of  20  bales  South 
American  grey  bark  (Guayaquil)  fair  thin  bright  to 
dull  rusty  quill,  12  bales  sold  at  9d.  to  lOd.  per  lb.  for  fair 
quality.  Fifty  bags  "Mossy  Zima-bark"  in  pale  dusty 
chips  were  bought  in  at  4d.  per  lb.  Of  88  bales  thin  fair 
hard  partly  dark  flat  Bolivian  Calisaya  (nearly  all  damaged) 
the  greater  part  found  buyers  at  9d.  per  lb.  for  sound, 
and  from  4fZ.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  for  damaged  quality.  Nine  bales 
fair  Carthagena,  slightly  damaged,  are  held  for  6d.  per  lb. 

Since  the  last  Amsterdam  auctions  several  parcels  of  manu- 
facturing bark  have  been  sold  in  the  market  privately  at  ad- 
vanced rates,  as  much  as  7c.  per  unit  per  §  kilo,  having  been 
paid.  The  shipments  of  cinchona-bark  from  Java  show  a 
not  inconsiderable  decline — viz. : — 

1897        1896  1895        1894  1833 

Amst.      Amst.  Amst.  Amst.  Amst. 

lbs.         lbs.  lbs.         lbs.  lbs. 

Jan.  1  to  Aug.  31  5.005,000  6.029.000  5,013,700  5,557.000  5,376,000 

Month  of  September  750,000  1,389,000  816,000  1,071  000     500  000 


Total,  Jan.  1-Sept.  30  5,755,000   7,418,000  5,829,700  6,625,000  5,876,000 

Colocjtnth. — Dull  of  sale;  nothing  was  sold  at  auction 
to-day.  Eighteen  cases  Spanish  pulp  were  bought  in 
nominally  at  4s.,  the  limit  being  3s.  per  lb  For  5  cases 
dark  low  brown  seedy  shreds  2d.  was  offered  and  refused ; 
while  14  cases  of  dull  brown  seedy  broken  Spanish  shreds 
were  bought  in  at  4§d.  per  lb.  For  a  lot  of  10  cases  good 
pale  Turkey,  part  broken,  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  is  the  limit. 

Cbeam  of  Tabtab  is  again  6d.  lower  ;  best  white  French 
crystals  may  now  be  had  at  76s.  6d.,  powdered  at  79s.  to 
80s.  per  cwt. 

Cboton-SEEd  has  become  pretty  plentiful  and  the  de- 


mand seems  to  have  died  away  altogether.  At  the  auction 
to-day  two  parcels  of  Indian  seed  were  offered.  One,  of 
18  packages  of  dark  mixed,  dull  appearance,  from  Bombay, 
was  bought  in  at  50s.  per  cwt.;  the  other,  5  bags  dark 
mixed,  from  Colombo,  is  held  for  60s.  per  cwt.  Ten  bags 
very  dark  seed  from  Shanghai  were  bought  in  at  45s.  per 
cwt.  Five  bags  have  arrived  this  week  per  Imperialist  from 
Colombo.  ' 

Cubebs. — A  firmer  market.  Reports  from  the  East  talk 
of  improved  prospects,  and  say  that  the  native  dealers  arc 
offering  much  less  freely  than  they  used  to,  and  that  the 
receipts  are  falling  off.  Some  business  in  fair  quality  from 
Singapore,  almost  free  from  stalk,  has  lately  been  done  at 
about  23s.  per  cwt.,  which  is  nearly  2s.  above  the  best  bids 
obtainable  a  little  while  ago.  At  auction  several  parcels 
were  shown.  For  one  of  22  bags  fair  berries  (not  stalky) 
from  Singapore,  28s.  per  cwt.  is  said  to  be  wanted.  Another 
parcel  of  24  bags  fair,  partly  mouldy  berries,  not  stalky,  from 
Singapore,  is  held  for  22s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Five  bags  dusty 
berries  from  Bombay  were  bought  in  at  24s.  per  cwt. 

Dbagok's-blood. — Common  qualities  are  cheaper.  Of  27 
cases  offered  at  auction,  only  four  found  buyers  at  67.  7s.  6d. 
for  fair  lump  and  red  colour,  and  at  77s.  6d.,  which  was  very 
cheap,  for  dark  hard  cakes.  For  a  parcel  of  soft  seedy  lump 
of  fair  colour  a  bid  of  51.  15s.  was  made,  and  this  will  be 
considered. 

Ebgot  op  Rye. — Privately  the  market  remains  extremely 
firm,  but  business  has  been  somewhat  restricted  during  the 
past  few  days.  A  fair  assortment  was  shown  at  auction.  It 
included  10  bags  sifted,  slightly  wormy  mixed  Russian, 
which  sold,  rather  cheaply,  at  lOd.  per  lb.,  "subject  to 
approval."  Eighteen  bags  slightly  mouldy,  but  otherwise 
fair  sound  Russian  ergot  are  held  for  Is.  per  lb.  Ten, 
bags  fair  small  Russian,  via  Hamburg,  were  bought  in  at  Is. 
per  lb. 

Gamboge. — In  fairly  good  supply,  about  40  packages 
being  offered.  Good  partly  blocky  sorts  of  bright  fracture 
were  bought  in  at  87.  15s.  per  cwt. ;  ordinary  broken  mixed! 
pipe  of  ricey  fracture  at  77.  lbs. ;  ordinary  pickings  at  57.  10s. 
per  cwt.  For  fair  blocky  partly  damp  pickings  of  fair 
fracture  61.  15s.  was  paid. 

Gentian. — The  spot  quotation  for  good  French  root  is 
25s.  to  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  To  arrive,  a  slight  advance  is  asked! 
on  the  last  price,  viz.,  22s.  Qd  per  cwt.,  f.o  b.,  which  is  equal  to 
about  26s.  per  cwt.,  London  terms.  At  auction  30  bags  fair 
quality  root  from  Bordeaux  were  bought  in.  The  price  for 
them  is  25s.  per  cwt. 

Golden  Seal  Root. — Somewhat  firmer,  at  Is.  9i.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot  for  good  quality. 

Gum  Acacia. — A  considerable  quantity  of  picked  Trieste 
was  offered  at  auction  to-day,  and  mostly  bought  in,  147.  10s. 
per  cwt.  being  quoted  for  medium  to  bold  pale  white 
picked;  101.  10s.  for  medium  pale  picked;  and  67.  15s.  for 
small  palish  grain.  Of  15  bales  good  soft  pale  Suez  soits> 
3  sold  at  the  high  figure  of  87s.  per  cwt  ;  and  for  one  bag  of 
Australian  gum,  offered  "without  reserve,"  22s.  6d.  was. 
obtained. 

Hoxey. — Jamaican  honey  was  in  very  small  supply : 
15  packages  ordinary  dull  dirty  brown  candied  were  bought 
in  at  26s.  per  cwt. ;  a  parcel  of  30  cases  good  bright  Italian 
honey  at  42s.  ;  and  55  ^-barrels  partly  liquid  dull  yellow 
Chilian  at  26s.  6d.  per  cwt.  For  the  last-named  lot  a  bid  of 
23s.  was  rejected. 

Ipecacuanha. — Brazilian  root  is  unaltered  ;  56  packages 
were  offered,  and  16  sold  at  from  6s.  to  6s.  2d.  per  lb.  for  fair- 
partly  woody  sound  root ;  6s.  to  6s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  medium  to 
good  bright,  slightly  damaged  ;  and  5s.  6i7.  for  ordinary 
second-class  damaged.  Only  2  bales  of  Colombian  (Cartha- 
gena) root  were  offered  to-day.  This  variety,  in  fact,  is  ex- 
tremely scarce,  there  being  only  15  bales  of  it  in  the  public 
warehouses  at  present.  The  demand  was  good,  and  one  bag 
realised  4s.  5 1,  per  lb.  for  fair  plump  quality,  while  the  other- 
sold  at  5s.  per  lb.  The  arrivals  include  39  packages  from 
Monte  Video  per  Magdalena. 

Jalap. — It  is  pointed  out  that  most  of  the  root  now  seen 
in  the  market  is  of  very  small  size,  and  the  inference  is  that 
such  quality  would  not  be  shipped  if  there  were  any  bolder 
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root  left  in  Mexico.  The  stock  in  New  York  is  said  to  be 
unusually  small,  and  so  far  very  little  jalap  has  been  sent  from 
the  primary  shipping  ports  this  season.  At  auction  39  bags 
unworked,  partly  dull  and  small  mixed,  partly  good  bright 
tubers,  were  shown.  The  holders  require  Id.  per  lb.  for  the 
best,  and  6\d.  per  lb.  for  slightly  inferior  lots,  but  there  was 
no  response. 

Kino. —  One  case  of  East  African  Zambesi  gum  was  again 
bought  in  at  8s.  per  lb.  nominally,  and  for  a  case  of  fine 
Cochin  15s.  per  lb.  is  said  to  be  the  price. 

Kola  sold  fair'y  well  at  auction,  seven  packages  fair 
bright  washed  West  Indian  realising  from  Id.  to  l\d.  per  lb., 
while  for  mouldy  kolas  from  b\d.  to  65^.  was  paid.  For 
ordinary  African  3d.  per  lb  was  refused,  and  for  fair  washed 
Grenada  a  bid  of  5^.  per  lb.  was  also  rejected. 

Liquoeice-koot. — A  parcel  of  48  bales  fair  decorticated 
new  crop  Russian  root  was  shown  at  auction.  It  is  held  for 
35s.  per  cwt.,  and  was  bought  in  at  that  figure. 

Mastich. — Firmly  held,  but  without  demand  at  auction. 
Three  cases  clean  pale  drop  were  bought  in  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb. 
fco-day. 

Menthol. — At  auction  two  or  three  parcels,  aggregating 
16  cases,  were  shown.  No  sales  were  made ;  in  fact,  no  bids 
were  obtainable.  Ten  cases  of  Raspe's  crystals,  of  fair  quality, 
are  held  for  7s.  per  lb.,  but  the  holder  could  not  obtain  a  bid 
of  even  7s.  per  lb.  at  auction.  Six  cases  of  fair  quality  are 
held  for  7s.  3  I.  per  lb.     Spot  quotes  7s.  per  lb. 

Myrrh. — The  supply  to-day  consisted  of  51  packages. 
The  bulk  of  this  is  limited  too  high,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
make  sales.  At  auction  nothing  was  sold,  but  the  following 
are  some  of  the  quotations  mentioned: — Fine  pale  picked, 
hi.  10s. ;  good  native  picked,  85s.  to  90s. ;  pale  sittings,  60s. ; 
small  ditto,  50$. ;  fine  pickings,  40s. ;  dark  ditto,  20s. ;  and 
fair  palish  dust,  20s.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Castor).— Of  a  parcel  of  115  cases  Calcutta,  10  of 
fair  pale  first  quality  sold  at  4|^.  per  lb.  Yellow  seconds 
were  bought  in  at  3^d.  per  lb.,  3\d.  being  mentioned  as  the 
price. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — On  the  surface  the  market  appears 
dull  and  unaltered,  but  there  seams  to  be  a  decidedly  aotive 
under  current.  Most  of  the  agents  say  that  they  have  no 
inquiries,  but  one  of  them  reports  a  sale  of  over  60  barrels 
non-congealing  Lofoten  oil  at  about  69s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.,  and 
says  that  his  principals  do  not  care  to  sell  further  at  that 
pi  ice. 

Oils  (Essential). — Some  of  the  English  drawers  of 
clove  oil  have  again  raised  their  quotations  by  Id.  per  lb., 
viz.,  to  2s.  3d.  and  2s.  4d.  per  lb.  according  to  quantity  and 
quality.  New  Italian  oil  of  lemon  (which  will  not  be  manu- 
factured until  next  month)  is  already  offering  for  November 
shipment  by  certain  agents  at  prices  which  indicate  a  low 
range  of  value  at  the  opening  of  the  season.  For  "  guaran- 
teed jure"  oil  from  3s.  to  3s.  Id.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  November 
shipment,  is  quoted  according  to  holder,  and  from  2s.  9d.  to 
3s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  for  January  shipment.  New  Bergamot  oil 
offers  at  from  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. ;  sweet  orange  oil 
at  4s.  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  all  for  new  crop.  French 
lavender  oil  is  said  to  be  tending  higher,  we  have  a 
quotation  of  6s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  "  pure  Mont  Blanc."  Of  oil  of 
lemon  six  half-coppers  were  offered  "  without  reserve "  at 
auction,  but  no  bid  was  made  for  them,  and  they  were 
bought  in  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  Eucalyptus  oil  is  fairly  plenti- 
ful, but  the  demand,  which  should  now  be  setting  in,  seems 
to  hang  fire.  At  auction  6  cases  Australian  globulus 
(Risdonia)  were  shown.  The  price  for  these  is  Is.  5^.  per  lb. 
16  cases  of  ordinary  quality  from  Adelaide  are  limited  at  Is. 
per  lb.  A  bid  of  IQd.  per  lb.  was  refused  for  them.  Six 
cases  globulus  from  Sydney  (Orme's  Eagle  brand) 
are  held  for  Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  and  5  cases  "  Stock 
Rider"  brand  from  Melbourne  for  lOd.  per  lb.  For 
the  last  named  a  bid  of  9|d.  per  lb.  was  rejected. 
A  case  of  croton  oil  of  Herrings'  manufacture  was  offered  for 
sale  "  without  reserve."  The  oil  is  much  more  plentiful  now 
than  it  was  early  in  the  year,  and  much  lower  prices  rule. 
This  particular  parcel  soid  at  the  low  figure  of  2d.  per  oz. 
E.  I.  geranium  oil  was  represented  by  eight  pots,  all  of  which 
were  bought  in  without  mention  of  price.    One  of  the  special 


features  of  the  sale  was  the  unusually  large  supply  of  oil  of 
cinnamon  and  cinnamon  leaf.  Most  of  this  was  of  rather 
recent  import,  and  had  evidently  been  sent  over  in  the  hope 
of  being  in  time  to  be  sold  at  the  high  rates  that  ruled  a  few 
months  ago.  One  parcel  of  21  cases  of  poor  appearance  was 
bought  in  at  5d.  per  oz.  Another  lot  of  2  cases  "Pereira's 
finest  quality  "  was  bought  in  at  Is.  9d.  per  oz.  Three  cases 
"via  Hamburg"  were  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  Seven 
cases  (of  36  bottles  each)  cinnamon  leaf  oil  from  .  Colombo 
were  bought  in  at  4d.  per  oz.  W.I.  lime  oil,  in  spite 
of  arrivals,  is  again  tending  upwards.  Three  cases  dis- 
tilled oil  were  placed  on  sale  to-day  and  knocked  down 
at  3s.  Id.  per  lb.  This  shows  an  advance  of  about  6d.  per  lb. 
Two  700  lb.  drums  Citronella  oil,  imported  via  Hamburg, 
were  shown  to-day.  One  was  of  brown,  the  other  of  yellow 
colour.  Both  are  limited  at  Is.  2\d.  per  lb.  Privately  the 
market  is  dearer,  Is.  3d.  being  the  current  quotation.  It  is 
said  that  in  Ceylon  Is.  Zd.  per  lb.  has  been  paid,  and  that 
large  orders  which  have  been  placed  there  cannot  be 
executed.  The  price  for  shipment  is  Is.  2\d.  c.i.f.  One  case 
of  Ylang-ylang,  imported  via  Hong  Kong,  of  fair  aroma,  is 
held  for  7s.  6d.  per  oz.  Another  case  of  23  l|-lb.  bottles, 
via  New  York,  was  bought  in.  A  case  of  Paraguayan  oil  of 
Petiigrain,  an  article  for  which  there  is  now  but  little 
demand,  was  shown.  It  consisted  of  71  drums,  of  a  total 
weight  of  199  lbs.,  and  is  held  for  6s.  per  lb.  Seven 
cases  fair  pale  Nutmeg  oil  were  bought  in  at  2\d.  to  3d. 
per  oz.,  and  4  cases  ditto,  Hardouin's  brand,  fair  appearance, 
were  bought  in  at  2%d.  per  oz.  Five  cases  "  OC.  Star  "  brand 
of  American  Cedar  nood  oil  were  bought  in  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
Oil  of  peppermint : — Messrs.  Dodge  &  Olcott  write  :—"  The 
report  on  page  499  of  your  issue  of  September  18  relating  to 
the  sale  by  auction  of  5  cases  D.  &  O.  peppermint  oil  in 
London  at  4s.  5d.  per  lb.,  while  quite  correct,  may  give  a 
wrong  impression  t  f  our  view  of  the  general  market  position 
of  this  important  oil.  The  stock  which  we  are  thus  getting 
rid  of  is  part  of  a  quantity  sent  to  London  some  time  ago  on 
a  contract,  and  as  our  buyer  failed  to  take  delivery,  and  we 
were  thus  left  with  a  lot  of  old  stock  in  the  hands  of  our 
London  agents,  we  took  this  means  of  selling  it  out  in  pre- 
ference to  incurring  the  expense  of  shipping  it  back  to  this 
country."  Japanese  peppermint  oil  was  represented  atthe  sales 
by  8  cases  fair  dementholised,  which  were  bought  in.  There 
was  no  reply  to  a  suggestion  of  3  s.  3d.  per  lb.  Lemongrass 
oil  advanced  to  3%d.  per  oz.  on  the  spot.  Cassia,  oil  very  flat, 
and  unchanged.  Star-anise  oil  lower.  Business  has  been 
done  at  8s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot.  Second-hand  quotes  8s.,  c.i.f., 
to  arrive,  but  there  are  sellers  below  that  figure.  The  only 
parcel  of  Star-anise  oil  catalogued  for  auction  was  one  of 
4  cases  "unworked"  oil,  imported  from  Hamburg.  The 
price  for  this  lot  is  said  to  be  8s  6d.  per  lb.,  but  no  bid  was 
made  at  the  auctions.  A  case  of  Wintergrcen  oil  of  fair 
appearance  is  held  for  5s.  per  lb.  Two  cases  West  Indian 
Oil  of  Bag  sold  at  6s.  Td.  to  6s.  9d.  per  lb.  Ten  cases  yellow 
Camphor  oil  from  Japan  (each  case  containing  2  66-lb.  tins) 
were  offered,  and  sold  at  46s.  per  cwt. 

Orange-peel  is  in  extremaly  large  supply,  but  it  is 
very  difficult  to  effect  sales  excepting  at  a  considerable 
reduction  in  price.  For  fair  Maltx  strips  8^d.  per  lb.  is 
asked. 

Quicksilver. — Quiet.  The  importers  quote  61.  15s.,  and 
second-hand  holders  61.  14s.  per  bottle. 

Quinine. — After  a  week  of  dulness  the  market  again 
assumed  a  much  firmer  tone  on  Tuesday,  when  about 
15,000  oz.  changed  hands  in  the  morning  at  Is.  2\d.  per  oz. 
on  the  spot,  while  later  in  the  day  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  was  paid 
for  10,000  oz.  Brunswick,  quinine,  spot,  second-hand.  The 
makers'  quotations  are  unaltered — that  is  to  say,  so  far  as 
there  are  any  :  most  of  the  German  manufacturers  refuse  to 
make  any  price  at  all.  A  few  small  lots  of  Imperial  quinine 
still  offer  at  Is.  2\d.  per  oz.  in  bulk.  For  Pelletier's  brand 
in  bottles,  Is.  6\d.  to  Is.  6%d.  per  oz.  was  asked  a  few  days 
ago.  Zimmer's  and  Jobst's  brands  are  quoted  at  Is.  3d.  per 
oz.  At  auction,  2  parcels  were  shown,  Five  thousand 
ounces  Brunswick  quinine  in  bulk  realised  Is.  2\d.  per  oz. 
Fifty  tins  (of  353  oz.  each.)  of  Taillandiers  quinine  were 
also  offered,  and  sold  at  Is.  l^d.  per  oz.  To-day  the  market 
is  quiet,  with  sellers  of  German  bulk  privately  at  Is.  2\d. 
per  oz. 
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Ehubaeb. — In  good  supply,  192  cases  being  offered  to-day. 
The  demand  was  rather  better  than  it  has  been  of  late  at 
the  auctions,  and  about  37  cases  were  disposed  of  at  steady 
prices.  Shcnsi.  small  to  medium,  good  coat,  flat  pinky  grey 
fracture,  2.-;.  51  ;  fair  coat,  even  pinky  grey  fracture,  round, 
2s.  (which  was  cheap);  fair  flat  pickings,  Is.  37.  par  lb. 
Canton,  fiat,  small  to  medium,  fair  coat,  even  pinky  fracture, 
Is.  17.  per  lb.  High-dried,  flat,  small  to  medium,  fair  coat 
and  pinky  fracture,  li^d. ;  flat  bold  dull  coat,  fair  fracture, 
lid.  Round  fair  medium  rough  coat,  slightly  wormy,  dark 
and  grey  mixed  fracture,  Id.  per  lb. 

Sandaeac. — Nine  casks  good  pale  gum,  of  new  crop,  were 
offered  to-day,  and  bought  in  at  67s.  per  cwt. 

SAnsAPAErr,LA. — Genuine  grey  Jamaica  root  is  extremely 
scarce.  Only  9  bales  were  offered  at  auction,  and  these  sold 
at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  87.  per  lb.  for  damaged  quality.  Lima- 
Jamaica  was  only  represented  at  the  auctions  by  8  bales,  all 
damaged.  These  realised  the  fair  price  of  Is.  4f.  per  lb. 
Ten  bales  Guayaquil  root  of  fair  quality,  but  damaged,  sold 
readily  at  Is.  31.  to  Is.  47.  per  lb.  Five  serons  fair  Crown 
E.G.  Honduras  root  realised  Is.  2i.  per  lb.,  which  shows  a 
firm  market. 

Seeds  (Various). — For  62  bigs  fair  Anise  a  bid  of  16s. 
was  refused  to-day,  the  price  being  18s. ;  5  cases  good 
but  broken  Star-anise  sold  at  the  price  of  90s.  per  cwt. 
For  50  bags  fair  Greek  anise  20;.  67.  per  cwt.  is  asked,  and 
a  parcel  of  20  bags  of  nondescript  quality  sold  at  19s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  Cumin-seed  is  neglected.  Several  parcels  were 
offered  at  auction,  but  no  bids  could  be  obtained.  Thirty- 
eight  bags  fair  Moroccan  fenugreek  seed  were  bought  in  at 
12s.  67. ;  and  for  15  bags  of  E ist  Indian  fennel-seed  a  bid  of 
13s.  per  cwt.  was  rejected,  the  parcel  being  bought  in  at  15s. 
Six  bags  fair  Kombe  strophanthus  were  bought  in  at  3s.  3d. 
per  lb. 

Sexeg.V  still  tending  higher;  agents  asking- from  Is.  2^7. 
to  Is.  31.  per  Lb.,  c.i  f.  terms,  for  fair  quantities.  On  the  spot 
they  require  from  Is.  3|7.  to  Is.  47.  per  lb. 

Sen'NA. — Alexxndrian  was  in  moderate  supply  to-day,  but 
no  sales  were  made,  small  to  medium  nice  bright  leaf  beiag 
bought  in  at  from  67.  to  107.  per  lb.  Of  Mecca  senna,  one  or 
two  parcels  stalky  mixed  fair  sorts  were  bought  in  at  3d.  per 
lb.  Tinnevelly. senna  was  represented  byabout800  bales.nearly 
all  of  the  new  crop.  As  was  generally  expected  there  was  an 
excellent  com  petition  for  this,  and  it  was  evident  that  there 
were  large  export  orders  of  which  the  bulk  had  to  remain 
unfilled.  The  whole  supply  offered  sold  mostly  for  export  at 
an  average  advance  of  fully  J  1.  per  1!).  The  following  prices 
being  paid : — Common  brownish  to  ordinary  small,  1§7.  to 
2-^7. ;  ordinary  to  fair  small  and  medium  greenish,  3d.  to 
3§7.  per  lb. ;  good,  4|<2.  to  4J7  ;  one  lot  fine  bald  realised 
6j7.  per  lb. 

Sulphonal. — It  is  now  stated  that  no  orders  would  really 
be  accepted  by  the  manufacturers  at  the  quotation  of  7s.  3d. 
per  lb.,  to  which  the  drug  was  reduced  last  week  ;  and  that, 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  every  prospect  that  a  general 
advance  will  be  decided  upon  before  long.  The  current 
market-price,  in  fact,  is  said  to  be  7s.  9d.  again. 

Toxca-beans  — No  Angostura  toncas  were  shown  to-day. 
There  were,  however,  6  cases  Paras,  four  of  them  small  to 
medium  dark  beans,  which  were  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb  , 
a  bid  of  Is.  31.  per  lb.  being  rejected. 

Vabious  Drugs. —  Cannabis  ind'ica  was  represented  by 
50  robbins  fair  green,  partly  dusty  and  stalky  tops,  from 
Bombay.  The  parcel,  however,  found  no  buyer.  Cassia 
fistula  :  only  11  baskets  lean,  broken,  dull,  dry  pods,  imported 
via  Amsterdam,  were  offered  to-day.  They  were  bought  in  at 
8s.  67.  per  cwt.  The  price  asked  for  them  is  8s.  per  cwt. 
Fifty  bales  fair,  partly  silvery,  Cascara,  sagrada  were  shown, 
and  sold  at  15s.  per  cwt.,  an  advance  of  2s.  67.  per  cwt. 
Canella  alba  in  poor  supply  to-day.  Five  bales  small,  fair 
palish  quill,  from  New  York,  were  bought  in  at  25s.  per  cwt. 
Five  bales  slightly  damaged  Chirata,  from  Calcutta,  were 
reported  to  have  been  sold  privately.  A  bag  of  Cape  Quince- 
.seed,  of  fair  quality,  is  held  for  Is.  per  lb.  Coca-leaves  are 
:slow  of  sale.  The  drug  has  become  of  quite  secondary  inte- 
rest at  the  auctions,  and  to-day  only  12  bales  fair,  broken 
greenish  Truxillo  leaves  were  shown.  These  were  bought  in 
at  Id.  per  lb.    Of  Gum  chicle  10  bags,  in  good  clean  bricks, 


were  offered.  There  is  but  little  demand  for  this  article, 
which  is  scarcely  likely  ever  to  become  popular  in  this 
country  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used  at 
present.  The  lot  in  sale  was  bought  in  at  Is.  67., 
but  Is.  47.  would  be  accepted.  Guarana  :  Two 
cases  of  fair  quality  were  bought  in  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 
Cuttle-fish  in  moderate  supply.  A  parcel  of  33  mats  fair 
mixed,  partly  broken  bone  from  Bombay  is  held  for  3^7.  per 
lb.,  a  moderate  figure.  Another  lot  of  11  packages  small  to 
bold,  dull  to  pale  mixed  bone  sold  at  from  2},d.  to  3.^7.  ;  fine 
pale,  at  87.  per  lb. ;  and  4  cases  small  but  fair  quality  are 
limited  at  2f7.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees'). — Almost  all  varieties  are  lower  in  pi  ice, 
although  but  little  was  sold  to-day.  One  thousand  packages 
of  Madagascar  wax  were  offered,  of  which  about  23  sold  at 
5/.  12s.  67.  to  51.  15s.  for  fair  to  good  brown  quality,  and  at 
32s.  67.  for  very  common  ;  295  bags  Zanzibar  sold  cheaply 
at  from  51.  15s.  to  51.  17s.  67.  for  good  bright  quality,  and 
for  a  few  cases  of  Jamaica  wax  offered,  lower  rates  were  also 
accepted — viz.,  11.  2s.  67.  to  11.  10s.  for  ordinary  brown  to 
good  bright  red  ;  5  bags  fair  Australian  sold  at  from  6/.  to 
61.  2s.  67.,  and  for  7  barrels  fair  bright  Bengurla  61.  per  cwt. 
is  required,  a  bid  of  51.  17s.  67.  being  rejected. 

Wax  (Japan). — About  61  cases  were  offered  to-day  and 
bought  in,  with  the  exception  of  16  cases  of  ordinary  dis- 
coloured quality,  which  realised  32s.  per  cwt.  For  good  pale 
squares  40s.  is  asked. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  demand  for  heavy  chemicals  keeps  up  fairly 
well,  and  in  miscellaneous  products  a  moderate  amount  of 
business  is  passing.  Prices  remain  very  steady  and 
mostly  unchanged,  although,  no  doubt,  the  restriction  which 
is  being  placed  on  the  output  contributes  to  this  end  very 
largely.  Contracts  over  next  year  continue  to  be  steadily 
placed.  Soda  crystals  maintain  a  very  firm  'tone,  and  for 
export  prices  are  2s.  67.  per  ton  higher.  Soda  ash  and 
Caustic  soda  are  also  in  heavy  request.  Bleach  ing-poroder 
is  unchanged,  and  meets  with  steady  inquiry,  both  for  home 
and  export.  Prices  are  :  Liverpool,,  softwood,  on  rails,  61.  5s. ; 
Liverpool,  f.o.b,  6/.  5s.,  with  usual  extra  for  hardwood  casks. 
Caustic  soda,  60-per-cent ,  6?.  10s. ;  70-per-cent.,  11.  10s.  ; 
74-per-cent.,  8/.  10s,  all  f.o.b.  Liverpool;  76  per-cent , 
8/.  15s.,  f.o.b  Tyne  or  Liverpool.  Soda  crystals,  51s.  67., 
f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  55s.  to  57s.  67.  Tyne.  Ammonia  alkali 
firm  :  HI.  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  or  3/.  17s.  6d.  in  bags  on  rails. 
Carbonated  soda  ash.  48-per-cent.,  4£.  17s.  67,  and  caustic 
51.  2s.  67.  per  ton'  on  rails.  Bron-n  acetate  of  lime  is  steady ; 
best  American  is  now  quoted  51.  Is.  37.  to  5^.  2s.  67.,  c.i.f , 
whilst  for  Welsh  5/.  2s.  67.  to  51.  5s.  is  asked.  Green  copperas 
maintains  its  firm  tone  ;  best  Lancashire,  f.o.b.  Liverpool, 
40s.  to  42  s. ;  Wtlsh,  35s.  to  37s. 

The  Amsterdam  Cinchona-auctions. 

The  cinchona-auctions  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
November  4  will  consist  of  5,691  bale3  and  437  cases. 
The  stock  in  first  hand,  including  the  above  quantity,  now 
consists  of  2  049  packages  Government  and  5.773  private 
bark.    The  market  is  very  firm. 

The  Liverpool  Market.  , 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  October  13,  reports 
that  Castor  oil  has  eased  off  slightly,  and  the  value  of  good 
seconds  is  now  3^7.  to3J7.  per  lb.,  and  first  pressure  French 
3r7n7.  per  lb  ;  second  pressure  is  held  for  3|7.  to  3|7.  per  lb. 
Holders  of  oil,  however,  show  little  disposition  to  meet  the 
views  of  buyers,  as  they  look  for  a  further  upward  move- 
ment at  an  early  date.  Canary-seed  has  gone  in  sellers' 
favour,  and  large  sales  have  been  effected  during  the  week 
at  27s.  to  27s.  67.  per  qr.  for  bright  Turkish,  and  better 
piices  are  looked  for  in  the  near  future.  Some  movement 
has  characterised  Beesrvax,  and  sales  are  reported  of  Chilian 
at  6/.  12s.  67.,  11 ,  and  11.  10s.  per  cwt. ;  while  15  packages  of 
Gambia,  of  dark  colour,  sold  at  51.  15s.,  27  packages  at 
51  17s.  67.  per  cwt,  and  42  packages  at  61.  2s.  67.  per  cwt. 
Kola-nuts:  rather  more  business  is  doing;  31  packages 
ave  been  sold  at  37. ;  good  dry  fresh  are  offering  at  about 
67.,  but  buyers  are  holding  off. 
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"  A  Profit  on  Beecham's  Pills." 

Sie, — I  presume  I  shall  be  expected  by  your  readers  to 
at  least  say  something  in  reply  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  To 
commence  with,  I  beg  to  refer  that  gentleman  to  my  adver- 
tisement which  has  appeared  many  times  in  some  of  the 
trade  papers  that  I  do  pay  carriage  on  all  orders  accompanied 
by  cash.  I  must  express  my  opinion  that  very  few  members 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  will  approve  of  what  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  has 
written,  more  especially  when  they  see  him  suggesting  a 
"lovely"  form  of  retaliation  which  woiild  only  lead  to  more 
extreme  cutting — the  very  thing  his  Association  is  anxious 
to  stop.  Because  firms  show  themselves  amenable  to  reason 
it  should  not  be  construed  into  a  sign  of  weakness  on  their 
part.  In  my  letter  I  expressed  a  hope  that  by  mutual 
agreements  a  better  feeling  might  develop  among  rivals  in 
the  trade,  and  I  must  express  my  surprise  at  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
preaching  a  doctrine  of  discord  at  the  out-set.  A  good  old 
firm  of  chemists  in  Dundee  write  to-day  :  "  We  hope  you  will 
not  see  your  way  to  put  your  goods  on  the  P.A.T.A.  When 
you  advanced  the  price  of  your  pills  last  January  a  popular 
grocer  here  suggested  a  similar  arrangement  to  the  one  you 
have  made,  and  it  was  carried  out  without  difficulty,  and 
although  there  is  no  written  agreement  the  prices  8\d.,  10\d., 
and  2s.  3d.  are  adhered  to  by  all."  I  trust  that  what  is 
possible  at  one  place  may  not  be  found  unworkable  at  others, 
and  that  my  bringing  mutual  agreements  to  the  fore  may  be 
beneficial  to  all  who  sell  my  pills  without  estranging  the 
few  millions  who  buy  and  take  them. 

Yours  faithfully, 

St.  Helens,  October  11.  Thomas  Beecham. 

Sie, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Beecham  and  the  reply  to  same  from  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
as  to  the  retail  prices  of  Beecham's  pills  and  the  principles 
involved.  It  can  do  no  harm  for  a  few  of  the  provincial  retail 
chemists  to  indicate  their  views  on  this  very  practical  question. 

Mr.  Beecham  most  wisely  stated  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
of  resentment  in  the  trade  to  aDyone  dictating  conditions  as 
to  selling.  He  is  right;  for  my  part,  I  reserve  a  perfect 
freedom  of  action  as  to  what  price  I  shall  charge  for  goods 
which  I  have  bought  and  paid  for.  I  reserve  a  right  to  sell 
Beecham's  pills  at  Is.  Ihd.  or  at  2d.,  'as  I  may  desire,  and  I 
am  sure  the  majority  of  chemists  feel  that  the  selling-prices 
of  their  goods  is  a  matter  for  their  own  deci?ion. 

Hence  I  (and  I  am  one  of  the  majority,  note)  am  not  in 
favour  of  the  P.A.T.A. 

As  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  letter  showing  wholesale  and 
minimum  retail  prices  of  Beecham's  pills,  I  find  that  with 
such  an  arrangement  as  is  now  in  force  at  Southampton  you 
get  retail,  10§d.,  and  2s.  3d.  ;  keenest  cost,  Id  ,  <d\d., 

and  2s.  \\d.,  and,  note  well,  you  buy  in  51.  lots,  pay  carriage, 
rent,  wages,  &c. 

Truly  a  handsome  profit!  It  is  not  good  enough,  Mr. 
Beecham,  not  nearly  good  enough,  for  a  living  wage.  The 
P.A.T.A.  fails  to  satisfy  the  majority,  judging  by  the  per- 
centage of  members  to  non-members,  and  I  venture  to  say 
neither  will  the  majority  of  retail  chemists  be  satisfied  with 
such  profits  (sic /)  as  arranged  for  at  Southampton. 

I  leave  it  to  others  to  suggest  something  better  than  the 
P.A.T.A.  or  Mr.  Beecham's  scheme.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
intentions  of  both  of  these  are  good,  but  it  will  not  please 
the  rank-and-file  of  the  trade,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given 
above.  In  conclusion,  let  me  say  to  proprietors  the  good  will 
and  help  of  the  thousands  of  retail  men  is  worth  having. 
Yes,  very  much  so ;  but  it  cannot  be  had  for  §d  or  Id. 
profit  in  the  Is. 

50  Broad  Street,  Fraserburgh,  Yours  truly, 

October  11.  J.  A.  Robeetson. 

An  Intermediate  Examination. 

FlE, — The  suf  gastion  in  your  leading  article  of  las',  week's 
issue  in  regard  to  the  Minor  examination  is  one  which  should 
receive  the  attention  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  If 


pharmaceutical  students  were  allowed  to  take  a  part  of  the 
qualifying  examination  at  an  earlier  period  during  appren- 
ticeship, a  better  opportunity  would  be  afforded  them  of 
obtaining  a  sound  education,  as  in  many  cases  the  present 
system  of  preparing  for  the  Minor  is  not  so  much  a  system  of 
being  educated  as  of  being  crammed. 

To  divide  the  qualifying  examination  into  parts  would  fol- 
low somewhat  the  lines  of  the  examinations  in  the  medical 
curriculum,  and  it  would  be  a  decided  advantage  if  the 
pharmaceutical  student,  after  having  reached  the  age  of  17 
or  18  years,  and  having  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  in 
botany,  pharmacy,  and  elementary  chemistry,  should,  like  the 
student  of  medicine,  receive  certificates  of  competency  in 
•these  subjects,  and  show  that  he  had  passed  the  first  part  of 
the  examination.  Further,  students  having  passed  the  first 
part— the  standard  of  which  may  be  fixed — and  having 
received  certificates  of  competency  in  these  subjects  ought, 
I  think,  to  be  technically  qualified  to  sell  poisons  in  the 
temporary  absence  of  their  employers  if  in  the  employment 
of  a  registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and 
druggist,  but  not  to  carry  on  business.  When  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  formulated  in  1890,  was  before  the  Council,  Mr.  M. 
Carteighe,  the  esteemed  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical! 
Society  at  that  time,  met  in  conference  the  chemists  of  this 
district.  I  had  on  that  occasion  the  privilege  of  pointing  out 
to  him  that  such  a  change  as  here  suggested  was  desirable, 
and  the  interval  since  then  has  further  strengthened  me  in 
that  opinion.  It  is  an  everyday  experience  of  many  chemists 
that  assistants  and  apprentices  well  up  in  the  work  of  the 
shop,  and  whose  employers  are  prepared  to  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  their  selling  poisons  per  se,  and  of  dis- 
pensing prescriptions  with  scheduled  poisons  in  them,  in  the 
temporary  absence  of  a  qualified  person,  cannot  do  so  either 
on  account  of  age  or  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
receiving  the  scientific  instruction  required  for  the  quali- 
fying examination  as  at  present.  Such  a  modified  and 
restiicted  qualification  as  this  would  be  an  ail-round  boon, 
and  tend  to  prevent  infringement  of  the  law. — 
I  am,  &c, 

123  Crown  Street,  Aberdeen.  William  Giles. 

A  Repentant  Critic* 

Sie, — In  your  last  issue  you  have  seen  fit  to  utilise  state- 
ments made  by  "me  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  as  a  basis 
for  your  editorial  remarks. 

You  seem,  however,  to  have  misunderstood  the  spirit  of  my 
letters.  My  object  in  directing  attention  to  some  temporary- 
defects  in  the  administration  of  the  Society's  school  was 
that  these  might  be  remedied  as  speedily  as  possible,  and! 
that  its  high  reputation  might  not  only  be  maintained  but 
increased.  As  a  student  of  the  school  Snd  as  a  prospective- 
member  of  the  Society,  it  is  obviously  my  duty,  as  well  as 
that  of  everyone  who  belongs  to  the  latter,  to  do  all  that  can 
be  done  to  increase  the  value  of  our  school  to  its  students 
and  members.  Personally,  I  am  justly  proud  of  the  success 
of  its  alumni,  and  am  quite  convinced  that  the  training  they 
have  received  at  its  hands  is  quite  as]  much  responsible  for 
their  success  as  their  own  individual  talent.  It  would  be 
preposterous  to  suppose  that  students  attending  other  schools 
are  devoid  of  talent.  The  fact  that  these  do  occasionally 
carry  off  prizes  given  by  the  Society  is  sufficient  evidence  to 
prove  this. 

I  regret  to  find  that  you  do  not  mention  the  most  import- 
tan  t  portion  perhaps,  of  what  I  did  say — viz.,  that  it  was  my 
well-founded  belief  that  the  Square's  teaching  has  been  and 
is  the  best  obtainable.  P.  E.  F.  Peebedes. 

II  St.  George's  Avenue,  Tufnell  Park,  London,  N., 

September  12. 

American  and  British  Pharmacy  Courses. 

Sie,— I  see  in  last  week's  number  of  the  C.  $  D.,  under 
the  heading  of  "  American  Papers,"  a  short  article  entitled 
"As  Others  See  Us." 

Having  some  knowledge  of  the  English  "  cramming 
schools,"  and  also  of  the  American  colleger,  I  think  it  only 
justice  to  ourselves  to  give  a  few  lond-fide  comparisons. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  pass  the  Minor  (with  one 
month's  work  only)  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  months  from 


*  The  title  is  ours.— Ed.  C.  <$  D. 
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my  cram  at  one  of  the  London  schools  of  pharmacy.  Does 
this  indicate  much  superficiality  ?  The  course  I  attended 
required  the  student  to  be  present  for  seven  or  eight  hours  a 
day  for  five  days  of  the  week,  and  three  or  four  for  the 
sixth. 

This  would  have  been  useless  without  the  close  reading  in 
conjunction  therewith  after  school  hours.  This  course 
lasted  three  months,  making  a  total  of  approximately  six 
hundred  hours  at  school. 

The  U.S.  colleges  of  pharmacy  have  two  courses,  consisting 
of  six  months  each.  These  being  the  winter  months  only, 
and  thus  extending  over  two  years,  makes  it  sound  like  a 
long  curriculum,  but,  consideiing  they  attend  for  a  few 
hours  a  day,  and  that  for  only  two  or  three  days  a  week,  and 
making  allowance  for  vacations  such  as  Christmas,  th'y  put 
in,  all  told,  something  like  five  hundred  hours. 

Many  take  but  one  course,  getting  through  their  easy 
qualifying  examination  on  the  amount  of  knowledge  gained 
thereby. 

I  have  worked  with  some  of  these  students,  and  found 
their  work  anything  but  comparable  to  that  generally  met 
with  in  a  "Minor"  man.  They  read  but  little,  their  spare 
time  not  allowing  of  it,  being  taken  up  working  arduously  at 
business  during  the  whole  of  the  curriculum. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

John  Bull.  (231/32.) 

The  Sicilian  Essential-oil  Trade. 

Sir,— In  your  issue  of  August  7  last  there  appears  an 
article  about  the  new  Italian  law  against  the  adulteration  of 
essential  oils.  This  article  calls  for  some  explanation 
The  law,  in  theory,  might  be  everything  that  could  be  de- 
sired, but  the  question  presents  itself  :  "  How  is  one  to  deter- 
mine the  exact  percentage  of  the  adulterant,  when,  as  yet,  no 
precise  method  has  been  established  to  detect  same,  and  how 
is  one  to  find  out  exactly  what  the  adulterant  is  ?  Surely 
an  attempt  to  enforce  such  a  law  could  only  cause  endless 
confusion.  Many  foreign  houses  take  as  their  standard  of 
excellence,  in  the  case  of  lemon  oil,  the  percentage  of 
citral.  Very  well  ;  but  compare  a  lemon  grown  right  up  in 
the  hills  with  one  grown  only  a  few  miles  from  it,  but  on 
the  plains.  On  analysis,  the  one  from  the  hills  will  be 
found  to  give  a  higher  percentage  of  citral  than  the  one 
from  the  plains.  Again,  take  a  thoroughly  matured  lemon 
(not  over-ripe)  taken  from  the  trees  in  January  or  February, 
and  one  of  the  celebrated  "November-cut"  lemons.  The 
matured  lemon  of  January-February  will  be  a  great  deal 
richer  in  citral  than  the  "  November-cut  "  one. 

Yet  how  is  it  that  so  many  firms  have  such  a  "blind" 
faith  in  the  citral  test  ?  Everybody  knows  that  for  fineness 
and  delicacy  of  flavour,  natural  strength,  and  fragrant 
aroma  the  "  November-cut "  lemon  cannot  be  equalled.  The 
two  samples  referred  to  above  are  both  equally  pure,  yet 
give  a  different-  citral  percentage.  Optical  rotation  also 
cannot  be  relied  upon,  for  the  simple  reason  that  oil  of 
lemon  and  turpentine,  belonging  both  to  the  terpene  family, 
give,  when  carefully  mixed  (rectified  turpentine  being  used)^ 
almost  the  same  results.  There  are  many  small  firms  in 
Sicily  selling  oils  which  are  technically  pure,  but  which  are 
made  from  over-ripe  fruit,  commonly  called  "  scavte,"  of  a 
dirty  mildewy  colour  and  appearance,  and  covered  with  fruit- 
lice.  Is  it  fair  that  such  people  should  be  allowed  to 
rank  amongst  exporters  of  pure  oils  ?  Yet,  according-  to  the 
proposed  law,  the  oils  shipped  by  these  firms  are  to  be 
declared  "  pure,"  although  they  are  certainly  not  of  a  quality 
to  be  recommended.  I  am  sure  that  until  an  absolutely  trust- 
worthy purity-test  has  been  found,  and  is  recognised  by  the 
trade  all  over  the  world,  adulteration  cannot  Le  prevented 
by  law. 

After  all,  the  best  test  is  the  much-derided  "  nasal  "  one 
By  it  a  trained  observer  can  tell  whether  an  essence  is  from 
new  or  of  past  seasons'  fruit,  or  from  fruit  out  of  discarded 
cases.  These  are  very  important  details  which  the  chemist 
cannot  tell  you.  By  this  same  "  nasal  test "  it  is  also  pos- 
sible to  say  whether  the  oil  is  made  from  Calabiian  or 
Palermo  fruit.  Oils  coming  from  these  districts  are  lacking 
that  strength  and  flavour  for  which  the  Messina  lemon  has  a 
world-wide  reputation.  Calabrian  or  Palermo  oil  can  be 
obtained  from  15  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  lower  than 
genuine  Messina  quality.    An  oil   of   lemon  containing 


turpentine  is  recognised  by  its  pungent  odour,  which 
many  consumers  believe  to  be  a  sign  of  strength.  If  they 
should  be  in  the  mineral-water  trade  and  makers  of 
lemonade,  such  buyers  will  find  that  their  lemonade  flavoured 
with  this  so-called  "strong"  oil  has  a  disagreeable  odour 
of  turpentine.  If  the  oil  has  a  nice,  delicate,  natural 
aroma,  though,  perhaps,  it  may  not  appear  to  be  .strong,  m 
nine  cases  out  of  ten  that  oil  is  pure.  Many  English  and 
American  houses  are  under  the  impression  that  if  the  oil  has 
a  perfectly  limpid  appearance,  and  is  of  a  nice  colour,  it  is 
everything  that  can  be  desired.  But  how  many  firms  know 
that  this  clearness  is  obtained  by  exporters  putting  in  just  a 
trace  of  rectified  oil  of  turpentine. 

These  being  the  conditions  of  trade,  consumers  mast  for 
the  present  be  satisfied  with  buying  their  supplies  from 
houses  whom  they  know  to  be  respectable  and  expert  in  the 
buying  of  oils  from  the  farmers.  Of  course,  if  purchasers 
will  not  pay  the  proper  price  of  a  pure  oil,  they  must  expect 
to  receive  an  inferior  grade.  And  buyers  should  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  competency  of  the  Messina  house 
they  employ,  and  not  cut  down  the  price  so  as  to  tempt 
shippers  to  furnish  them  with  an  extra  doie  of  turpentine 
under  the  i  ame  of  "  pure  oil." 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Messina,  October  4.  FfiANC.  Ant.  COJUO. 

An  Irish  Member's  Grievance. 

SIR, — The  twenty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland  (and  a  very  stormy  meeting  it 
was)  has  come  and  gone,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  my  griev- 
ance in  not  being  allowed  to  vote  for  members  of  Council  still 
remains  unredressed.  Now,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  if  I  have  no 
right  to  vote  I  had  no  right  to  attend  the  meeting  and  take 
part  in  the  proceedings.  The  Calendar  of  the  Society  states 
that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Society,  therefore  I  consider  that 
I  am  entitled  to  vote.  On  one  occasion  the  question  was 
put  to  the  vote  of  the  members  presont,  when  a  large  majority- 
voted  in  my  favour,  and  I  was  given  a  voting-paper. 

During  the  ten  years  I  was  a  member  of  the  Council  my 
right  was  never  questioned.  It  was  not  until  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Hayes  that  my  vote  was  disallowed. 

1  should  like  to  know  if  the  other  members  of  the  original 
Council  pay  subscriptions.   I  doubt  it. 

On  one  occasion,  during  Mr.  Hodgson's  treasurership,  some 
of  the  members  of  the  original  Council  volunteered  to  pay 
subscriptions,  the  funds  of  the  Society  being  low,  but  surely 
the  generosity  of  these  gentlemen  did  not  bind  the  others  to, 
do  likewise.  I  consider  that  I  am  very  badly  treated  in  this 
matter,  for  during  the  early  years  of  the  Society's;  existence 
no  member  gave  more  time  and  labour  in  the  interests  of  the. 
Society  than  I  did. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  by-laws  regulating  the 
matter  so  far  as  I  know.  You  may  remember  that  when  you 
published  the  review  and  portraits  you  said  in  reference  to 
your  humble  servant : — 

"To  him,  more  than  to  any  member  of  the  Council,  the  - 
Society  owes  its  existence,  and  owing  to  his  energetic  action 
the  pharmaceutical   chemists   of  Ireland   have  obtained 
exemption  from  Jury  service." 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  your  opinion  as  to  ray  right  to. 
vote.  Yours  faithfully, 

John  TnoMAs  Holmes, 
Member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 

[Mr.  Holmes  is  one  of. the  original  members  named  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  1875.  His  letter  was  crowded  out 
last  week.] 

The  "Record  Cheque." 

SiR,— In  reference  to  Lipton's  cheque,  mentionc  1  in  vour 
last  issue  as  having  been  the  largest  amount  of  duty  ever 
paid  at  one  time,  1  would  point  out  that  two  larger  sums 
have  been  paid  in  Belfast— viz.,  by  Dunville&Co.  (Limited), 
distillers,  and  by  Gallaher  (Limited),  tobacco-manufacturers, 
in  the  latter  instance  the  amount  exceeding-  Lipton's  by  over 
7.000Z.      .  Yours,  &c.r, 

Belfast,  October  6.  W.  C.  D..  (234/62.) 

[It  has  been  stated  that  several  cheques  for  over  100,00)?. 
have  been  paid  to  the  Customs  Department  in  L  ndon  for 
toba?co-duty." — Ed.  C.  §  D.~\ 
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DISPENSING  NOTES. 


This  section  is  inlen  led  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing  difficulties.  Sub- 
scribers and  their  employe's  may  contribute  to  it,  criticising  any  of  the 
following  notes  or  contributing  notes  on  prescriptions  which  they  have 
found  to  be  of  unusual  interest. 


Inf.  Serpentariss. 

'Sir, — I  believe  it  is  possible  that  the  Edinburgh  dispenser 
who  turned  out  the  mixture  of  infusion  of  serpentary  and 
tincture  of  iodine  of  a  brown  colour  had  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  use  unbruised  serpentary  rhizome,  from  which 
the  boiling  water  extracts  scarcely  any  starch:  It  is  not 
likely  that  a  cold-water  infusion  was  used. 

Yours  truly, 

Scotch  Dispenser.  (220,90.) 

Size  of  Suppositories. 

Sib, — Kindly  inform  me  how  the  following  suppositories 
should  be  made  : — 

Pulv.  galla?    ...       ...       ...       ...    gi\  x. 

Ext.  conii      ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  iij. 

Ft.  suppositoria.    Mitte  tales  xij. 

I  am,  &c  , 

JJovice.  (233/17.) 

[Use  a  sufficiency  of  ol.  theobromatis,  and  mark  the 
prescription  for  the  guidance  of  future  dispensers.  Sup- 
positories are  not  necessarily  made  in  a  15-gr.  mould.] 

A  Separating  Ointment. 
Sib, — Should  the  following  ointment  separate,? — 

Potass,  iodid   5ss. 

Vaselini    ...  5iiiss. 

Glycerini   o"ss. 

M.    Ft.  uug. 

Yours"  truly, 

G.  W.  (230/61.) 

[The  vaseline  and  glycerine  mis  very  well,  but  separate 
afcer  standing  some  hours.] 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


■We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  ;  queries  must, 
therefore,  b'  auth  niticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 
of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


Notice  to 
Querists. 


123/64-.  Aqua  Best. — Please  repeat  your  query.  We  can- 
not trace  the  one  which  you  say  you  sent. 

226/70.  Lieu,  who  has  not  sent  his  name  and  address,  is 
referred  to  the  Hoyal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Eed 
Lion  Square,  W.C. 

225/52.  Equerry. —  Antiseptic  Tooth-powder.  —  This 
formula  will  give  you  a  powder  like  the  sample  you  desire 
to  match : — 

Ac.  carbol.     ...       ...       ...       ...  ii^xx. 

Ol.  bergain   ...  5ss. 

Pulv.  iridis    ...        ...        ...        ...  Jj. 

Cret*  pvecip.  ad    \iv. 

M. 


230/63.  W.  N.— Cough-mixture, 
suit  your  requirements  : — 

Chlorodyn. 
Vin.  autim.  tart. 
Tirict.  tolu 

Mucil.  acao  

Syrupi  ad  ...   


-The  following  will 

..,  U 

...  5ij. 
...  5ij. 
...  5iv. 

...  Sviij. 


5j.  pro  dosis. 

227/74.  Chemicvs.— Brown-boot  Polish.  See  C.  Sf  B., 
January  9,  page  51.  A  good  recipe  also  appeared  in  the 
Summer  number  of  July  25,  1896,  page  166. 


230/30.  Rusticns. — Your  sample  of  Plaster  for  Bad 
Breasts,  &c,  is  probably  made  by  melting  together  equal 
parts  of  emp.  plumbi  and  emp.  picis,  and  rolling  into  sticks. 

227/49.  Alumcn. — Dressing  for  Shoulder-sores  and 
Broken  Knees  to  match  your  specimen  : — 

Burnt  alum  ...  ...  ...  ...  5tj- 

Sugar  of  lead...  ...  ...  ...  5j- 

Rottenstone  ...  ...  ...  ...  £j. 

Oil  of  turpentine  ...  ...  q.s. 

Mix  the  po".vders  together,  and  add  enough  turpentine  to  make 
the  mixture  of  a  creamy  consistence.  Apply  with  a  camel's-hair 
brush. 

215/63.  Rifleman. — Paste  for  Destroying  Warts  in 
Cattle. — This  formula  is  based  on  our  analysis  of  the  sample 
sent : — 


Hydrarg.  iodid.  rub. 
Pulv.  rubia;  tinct. 
Adipis  ... 


3j. 

§ss. 

Si. 


M. 


228/4.  Spahaki. — Aqua  Mellis. — The  following  is  one 
of  some  half-dozen  formula  published  in  the  1895  Diaey  : — 

Oil  of  cloves  ...       ...  ...       ...  5iiss. 

Oil  of  bergamot       ...    5x. 

English  oil  of  lavender    5uss. 

Musk     gr.  iv^ 

Yellow  sandalwood  ...  ...       ...  5iias. 

Rectified' spirit        ...  ..."      ...  Jxxxij. 

Rose-water    ...       ...  ...       ...  Bviij. 

Orange- flower  water    Sviij. 

English  honey        ...  ...       ...  5ij- 

Macerate  the  mmsk  and  sandalwood  in  the  spirit  seven  days, 
filter,  dissolve  the  oils  in  the  filtrate,  add  the  other  ingredients, 
shake  well  and  do  so  occasionally,  keeping  as  long  as  possible 
before  filtering. 

227/18.  Rex. — The  quality  of  Jeweller's  Rouge  is  judged 
by  its  colour,  which" should  be  dark  red,  by  its  absolute 
freedom  from  grittiness,  and  the  fine  state  of  the  powder, 
which  is  judged  by  lixiviating  with  water  and  noting  the 
time  it  takes  to  completely  settle. 

229/57.  B.  H.  S. — Starch-improver. — Your  sample  has 
the  following  composition,  and  is  a  starch-gloss  which  you 
can  hardly  improve  upon  : — ■ 

Pulv.  cetacei ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Pulv.  saponis...       ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Pulv.  boracis   Jj. 

Aq.  dest.  ad  ...       ...       ...       ...  Oj. 

Mix  a  tablespoonful  with  each  pint  of  starch. 


5ss. 

U(xv. 

Sxx. 


227/40.    Paraffin.— Toilet -paraffin  :- 

Oil  of  rose  geranium 
Oil  of  lavender 

Heavy  paraffin  oil   

Mix. 

The  heavy  paraffin  oil  here  intended  is  the  variety  rendered 
white,  odourless,  and  tasteless  by  purification.  The  perfume 
can  of  course  be  varied ;  the  above  represents  an  average 
formula  for  samples  we  have  come  across. 

227/51.    E.  B. — There  is  none  that  we  are  aware  of. 

231/41.  Bamlish. —  We  cannot  underteeke  the  analysis 
which  you  suggest,  and  if  you  appreciated  what  it  means 
you  would  not  expect  us  to. 

231/60.  Lawn. — Worms  in  Lawns. — Saturated  aqueous 
solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  is  used  on  bowling-greens,  in 
the  proportion  of  1  part  to  5  or  6  parts  of  water. 

231/61.  (1)  Effervescing  Saline.— See  C.  $  B., 

July  25,  1896,  page  166.  (2)  You  may  with  care  dry  sulphate 
of  magnesia  in  a  kitchen  oven  ;  spread  it  out  on  two  or  three 
thicknesses  of  white  paper,  and  leave  it  until  it  crumbles  to 
powder,  watching  it,  of  course.  (3)  Sulphuric  acid  dehydrates 
oil  of  turpentine,  and  chars  it  a  little.  The  two  liquids  should 
be  mixed  with  caution.  (4)  Your  best  way  in  regard  to 
plans  for  a  pharmacy  is  to  consult  a  shop-fitter.  Several 
advertise  in  the  C.  Sf  B. 
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231/65.  Rex. — We  regret  that  we  cannot  assist  you  in 
the  matter.  We  are  not  nautical.  From  what  you  say  the 
liquid  seems  to  contain  glycerine. 

74/74.  Emulsion. — There  is  always  a  considerable  amount 
of  aerification  in  emulsifying  with  an  egg-whisk,  but  we 
should  think  that  that  is  not  the  cause  of  the  trouble  with 
your  emulsion.  Probably  you  used  a  bad  egg.  Next  time 
add  1  gr.  of  salicylic  acid  to  each  ounce  of  the  emulsion. 

232/1.  Salopian. — Naturally  1  oz.  of  curd  soap  dissolved 
in  12  oz.  of  aqueous  fluid  will  give  you  a  jelly.  We 
do  not  recollect  to  have  published  such  a  formula.  What 
you  want  is  to  dissolve  10  to  15  gr.  of  common  house- 
hold soap  in  1  pint  of  dilute  ammonia,  and  add  |  dr.  or  so 
of  lavender-water. 

231/30.  Extractor. — -Half  a  grain  of  cocaine  hydrochlorate 
dissolved  in  8  minims  of  sterilised  water  is  injected,  half  at 
one  side  of  the  tooth  and  half  at  the  other,  in  extracting 
teeth  from  an  adult  male. 

230/58.  J.  H.  M. — There  is  no  private  asylum  in  the 
kingdom  where  patients  are  taken  at  20Z.  to  30^.  per  annum. 
Your  customer  should  arrange  to  place  his  girl  in  a  Poor-law 
asylum,  in  which  case  he  will  be  expected  to  pay  what  he 
can. 

231/73.  Hirsute. — Depilatory. — Barium  sulphide  (fresh) 
1  part,  starch  2  parts  ;  mix.  When  required  for  use  to  be 
made  into  a  cream  with  water. 

216,61.  Sandarac. — The  best  Pill- varnish,  is  a  solution 
of  1  oz.  of  sandarac  in  2  fl.  oz.  of  absolute  alcohol. 

233/13.  Delta. — The  pills  come  in  the  group  of  articles 
which  it  is  unprofitable  to  analyse.  Why  not  give  Heim's 
pills,  if  you  wish  a  similar  article.    See  DiAEY  for  formula. 

219/62.  Vera. — Croup-mixture. — Your  mixture  does  not 
contain  bromides.  Beyond  the  fact  that  the  base  is  almond 
oil  emulsified  by  means  of  carbonate  of  potash,  analysis 
yields  negative  results. 

225/20.  Antipyrin. — The  quantity  of  Croup-mixture  you 
send  is  too  small  to  do  anything  more  than  demonstrate  the 
presence  of  potassium  bromide. 

221/21.  JV.  T.  W. — The  sample  of  Quick-polishing 
Blacking  is  a  little  unusual.  It  contains  indigo  and  bone- 
black  suspended  in  a  solution  of  gelatine  with  some  extract 
of  logwood.  If  you  experiment  on  these  lines  you  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  constructing  a  formula  for  a  blacking  equal 
to  your  sample. 

230,45.    J.  J.  W. — Spiced-vinegar'Essence  : — ■ 

01.  pimentee  ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

01,  caryoph   5j.  . 

01.  myrist.     ...       ...       ...       ...  itixv. 

Tr.  capsici  fort.,  B.P.C   5ij. 

Ac.  acetic,  B.P   5iv. 

Ac.  acetic,  glacial,  ad    5viij. 

M. 

To  make  spiced  vinegar  mix  1  tablespoonf ul  with  1 
gallon  of  vinegar. 

232/28.  G.  T.  E.—  We  cannot  undertake  analyses  of  pro- 
prietary goods.    Besides,  you  are  not  a  sirbscriber. 

238  55.  Salicylate. — For  advice  on  chemistry  books,  &c, 
refer  to  Educational  number,  September  4. 

234/17.  Waimate  (New  Zealand). — We  are  afraid  nothing 
can  be  done  to  prevent  the  ornamental  painting  inside  your 
show-jars  from  chipping  off,  as  from  what  you  say  the 
painting  is  in  too  delicate  a  condition  to  admit  of  applying 
a  coat  of  varnish. 

232  55.  H.  <§•  S. — Chloral  hydrate  is  decomposed  by 
ammonia  into  chloroform  and  formic  acid,  the  latter  then 
combining  with  the  ammonia,  yielding  formate  of  ammonia. 
For  the  equation,  refer  to  a  text-book  on  chemistry. 

224/1.  J.  W.  31. — The  "  acid  "  used  for  etching  on  zinc 
appears  to  be  a  commercial  chloride  of  zinc.    It  is  used  in 


conjunction  with  perchloride  of  iron  and  nitric  acid  to  pre- 
vent the  blackening  of  the  plate  whilst  etching. 

225/30.  T.  E.  P. — The  lozenges  appear  to  be  the  troch. 
glycyrrhizJE  of  the  Brompton  Consumption  Hospital,  con- 
taining 3  gr.  ext.  glycyrrh.  and  §m..  ol.  anisi  in  each.  The 
samples  you  send  are  much  alike,  if  not  identical. 

233  32.  J.  C— The  Fluid  Used  for  Etching  Glass 
Tumblers  is  made  as  follows  :  - 

Sodium  fluoride       ...       ...       ...    1  oz. 

Glacial  acetic  acid    ...       ...       ...  10  dr. 

Water    25  oz.  ' 

Dissolve  the  sodium  fluoride  in  the  water,  and  add  the  aceti 
acid. 

The  article  to  be  etched  is  first,  coated  with  etching  varnish  > 
which  is  scratched  off  where  a  pattern  is  desired,  and  then 
immersed  in  the  solution.  The  fluid  is  sometimes  applied  by 
means  of  a  rubber  stamp. 

232/39.  Edwardus. — Ten  drops  of  ac.  hydrobrom.  dil. 
will  be  about  the  quantity  to  use  instead  of  the  sulph.  dil.  in 
your  cough-mixture.  We  think  your  mixture  a  good 
average  one  for  cough. 

233/10.  Hair-oil. — Hair-tonic. — The  following  modifica- 
tion of  your  formula  will  yield  a  nicer  preparation  :  — 

Tr.  jaborandi  ...  ...  ...  ...  Jss. 

Tr.  cinchonie  ...  ...  ...  ...  Jss. 

Liq.  ammoniie  ...  ...  ...  3i'j- 

Glycerini       ...  ...  ...  ...  3SS- 

Ess.  bouquet....  ...  ...  ...  Bss- 

Aq.  rosaj  ad    ...  ...  ...  ...  Jxx. 

Mix  and  filter  bright. 

232/36.  ;S'.  W.  B.  has  a  customer  who,  after  reading  in  a 
newspaper  of  the  wonder  fid  efficacy  of  calcined  oyster-shells 
in  the  treatment  of  cancer,  desires  to  try  the  remedy.  This 
is  a  newspaper  remedy  which  crops  up  every  few  years,  and 
there  can  be  no  harm  (nor  good  for  the  matter  of  that)  in 
supplying  calcined  oyster-shells  for  a  customer  to  experiment 
with.  To  prepare  the  oyster-shells,  they  are  broken  small 
and  heated  in  a  crucible  till  red  hot,  and  when  cold  reduced 
to  a  fine  powder. 

237,52.  Blue. — In  our  issue  of  July  3,  page  34,  you  will 
find  what  you  require. 

237/58  {Oxymel)  and  237/53  (T.  A.)—  These  correspondents 
ask  us  for  information  about  oxymel  scillce  and  hydrarg.  ox. 
flav.,  though  a  reference  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  would  have 
served  the  inquirers  in  both  cases. 

237/18.  Anatomy. — A  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  stearic 
and  oleic  acids  will  be  the  next  best  thing  to  cacao  butter 
for  suppositories.  Mr.  Martindale  advocated  the  use  of 
such  a  base  some  years  ago.  You  will  find  some  particulars 
of  the  advantages  claimed  for  this  base  in  "  The  Art  of  Dis- 
pensing "  under  "Manufacture  of  Suppositories."  Stearic 
acid  is  known  commercially  as  stearin. 

236, 34.  C.  H.  Z>.— Tr.  grindelice  is  made  of  the  strength 
of  1  in  5  S.Y.R.  You  may  make  it  from  the  liquid  extract 
you  have  by  dilution. 

237/13.  Ajax. — Blocking  on  Celluloid. — From  your 
sample  of  black  blocking  on  celluloid  we  should  say  that 
the  colour  used  is  of  the  nature  of  sealing-wax.  You  might 
suggest  this  to  your  customer. 

237/3.  F.  H.  72.— Coffee-essence  —  The  following  formula 
will  give  you  the  lines  to  work  upon,  but  you  will  need  con- 
siderable practice  to  turn  out  an  extract  equal  to  the  best 
makes  on  the  market : — Freshly  roast  and  grind  the  coffee 
and  12  oz.  chicory,  percolate  slowly  with  hot  water  until 
30  oz.  of  percolate  is  obtained.  Then  boil  the  marc  in 
2  pints  of  water,  and  press,  mix  this  with  the  percolate,  and 
dissolve  therein  7  lbs.  of  sugar,  and  with  water  make  up  to 
lgal. 

236/70.  Seagull. — Your  digestive  syrup  will  keep  all  right, 
and  suits  the  label.  Any  change  we  could  recommend  in 
the  formula  vould,  we  are  afraid,  be  too  radical,  so  we 
leave  it  alone. 
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233/60  t  ficmitf. — Boot-creams. — See  C.  &  !>..  January  9, 
1897,  page  51;  August  8,  1896,  page  269;  and  July  25,  1896, 
page  166. 

236/36.  Bucliu, — Such  pessaries  are  generally  made  with 
the  hydrochloride  of  quinine. 

237/54  Tfrocnt  sends  us  a  sample  of  Balsam  of  Aniseed 
v  hich  sells  atr3d.  for  a  2-oz.  bottle.  The  following  yields  a 
similar  article : — 

Spanish  juice ...       ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Dissolve  in — 

Water  Oj. 

And  add — 

Sugar  lb.  ij. 

When  dissolved,  and  while  still  hot,  add — 

01.  anisi         ...       ...       ...       ...  uixxx. 

And  well  shake. 

Dose  :  Adults,  one  teaspoonful  four  times  a  day.  For  children 
•  under  6,  half  a  teaspoonful. 

237/40.    Sulphur. — The  powder  you  send  is  sand.    It  is 
. .probably  mixed  with  the  sulphur  used  in  fumigating  casks, 
with  the  idea  of  keeping  the  particles  of  sulphur  apart,  and 
thus  promoting  freer  combustion. 

237/41.  Klonchjlie. — The  specimen  of  Foot-rot  Ointment 
is  like  the  following  : — 

Cupri  sulph  

Picis  liq.   5iv. 

Cerse  flay  

Adipis  Jij. 

Melt  together  the  last  three  ingredients,  stir  in  the  copper 
sulphate,  and  triturate  till  set. 

238/70.  M.  N.  B.  Sf  Co.  (Bangalore).— Silver  Marking- 
ink.— You  cannot  have  tried  the  formula  based  on  Redwood's 
recipe,  which  we  have  published  so  many  times,  as  if  care- 
fully made  no  amount  of  washing  will  fade  it.  You  will  find 
the  formula  in  the  1894  Diaey. 

233/3.  Indig. — Twenty  drops  of  liq  bismuth,  amm.  cit.  is 
quite  enough  for  a  dose. 

238/7.  Kincldn. — There  is  no  objection  to  adding  the  tr. 
pruni  virg.  and  ext.  pini  canad.  liq.  to  the  cough-mixture. 
The  other  additions  only  complicate  the  mixture. 

238/33.  S.  C.  McK. — Thanks  for  suggestions,  which,  how- 
£ver,  are  too  late  to  be  of  use  this  year. 

238/25.  C.  M.  K.  B.— Petroleum  Emulsion  with  Hypo- 
phosphites  of  Lime  and  Soda  : — 


Vaselini 

...  Svj. 

Pulv.  acacia?   

...  Siij. 

Glycerini 

...  guss. 

Sodii  hypophosph  

...    160  gr. 

Calcii  hypophosph. 

...    160  gr 

01.  anrygd.  ess. 

...  TTtfij. 

Aqua?  ad   

...  5xx. 

Thoroughly  mix  the  vaseline,  powdered  gum,  glycerine,  and 
10  oz.  of.  water  together  in  a  mortar  till  emulsified.  Then  mix 
•with  the  remainder  of  the  water  in  which  the  hypophosphites  have 
been  dissolved. 

239/4.  Pepsin. — The  preparation  you  desire  can  only  be 
advantageously  made  from  fresh  stomachs.  You  could  make 
a  solution  of  scale  pepsin  in  acidulated  water  which  would  be 
quite  clear  if  allowed  to  stand  some  months  to  settle. 

234/1.  W.  H.  C. — In  the  case  of  protected  proprietaries  a 
minimum  wholesale  rate  is  fixed  generally  allowing  the 
wholesaler  about  10  per  cent.  In  other  cases  the  wholesaler 
fixes  his  own  price,  and  one  cuts  against  the  other. 

234/40.  Honourable  wants  to  fix  a  basis  so  as  to  pay  the 
manager  of  his  branch  a  commission  on  increased  business, 
and  he  asks  shall  he  take  the  average  receipts  of  the  last 
year  or  the  last  two  years.  The  branch  has  been  opened 
twenty-nine  months.  Unless  there  are  special  circumstances 
to  affect  the  matter,  we  should  say  the  last  year. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


Subjoined  are  notes  an  I  formula  received  from  subscribers.  Similar 
information  is  always  welcome. 


Tr.  Myrrh,  et  Boraeis. — The  following  recipe  gives  a 
bright  and  satisfactory  preparation  :•  - 


Tr.  myrrh. 

  3x. 

Tr.  pyrethri  

 li- 

Tr.  krameria;  ... 

  Si- 

Tr.  aurant. 

 Si- 

Tr.  lavand.  co. 

  Sf. 

Aq.  colonieusis 

...  ?,v. 
  §uss 

Glycerin,  boraeis  ... 

Glycerin. 

 Siiss 

M. 

I  have  used  it  for  several  years,  and  never  had  any  trouble 
of  cloudiness.  If  allowed  to  stand  a  few  days  after  mixing 
the  bulk  of  it  can  be  decanted  without  filtration. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Spbeo.  (223/1.) 

292/72.  The  makers  of  Blount's  oil  of  tar  are  Battle 
&  Co.,  St.  Louis,  U.S.A.  Messrs.  Eoberts  &  Co.,  of  76  New 
Bond  Street,  W.,  are  the  European  agents. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  followint  from  any  who  can 
furnish  the  information. 


235/9.    Maker  of  Fruit  Julien,  2s.  6rl. 
280/80.    Maker  of  capsule-filling  machines. 
239,61.    Maker  of  artificial  insects  for  window-displays. 
239/37.    Address   of  the  Wrapping-machine  Syndicate 
(Limited). 

237/53.  Address  of  proprietors  or  makers  of  "  Tucker's 
Isle  of  Wight  Bouquet." 


Coming  Events. 


Note.—  We  insert  notices  of  association  awl  society  meetings 
in  this  section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by 
the  Wednesday  of  the  iveek  before  the  meetings  are  to  be 
held.  Secretaries  should  also  furnish  us  with  copies  of  the 
printed  programmes  arranged  for  the  session. 


Tuesday,  October  19. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association.  Annual  meeting 
and  presidential  address  by  Mr.  Henry  Dunn,  at  the  Grand 
Northern  Victoria  Hotel.   9  p.m. 

"Wednesday,  October  20. 

Western  Chemists'  Association  {of  London).  Annual  Meeting  at 
the  Westbourne  Restaurant  at  8.30  p.m. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  Newburg  Hall,  Can- 
non Place,  Brighton.  Short  papers  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Blarney  and 
Mr.  A.  S.  Kent.    9  p.m. 

Working  Men's  College,  46  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C.  Lecture 
on  Biology  by  Mr.  U.  Langdon-Down,  M.A.,  being  the  third 
of  a  course  of  thirty  on  that  subject.  8  p.m.  Fee,  2s.  Gd.  per 
term,  including  the  use  of  library,  common-room,  museum,  etc. 
Full  particulars  as  to  othet-  classes  can  be  had  of  the  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  C.  C.  Ord,  M.A. 

Thursday,  October  21. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Social  Union.  Lecture  on  "  Australia,"  by 
Mr.  A.  Bray.  Dover  Street  Schoolroom,  Leicester,  8.15 
P.M.  Limelight  views,  music,  and  refreshments.  Chemists, 
chemists'  assistants  of  the  county,  and  ladies  invited. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.  Mr.  M.  J.  Cole  will  give  a  demonstration  of  practical 
microscopy,  showing  methods  of  cutting  sections,  staining, 
mounting,  &c. 

Fiiday,  October  22. 

Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association.  Presidential  Address 
by  Mr.  A.  P.  Wallace,  at  9.30  p.m. 


